
 
Danielle Milani  

Ms. Milani is a staff biologist with Environment Canada’s National Water Research 
Institute in Burlington, Ontario, Canada. She first began working with sediment issues in 
1991. Sediment studies undertaken included the building of the sediment toxicity test 
reference database for the Great Lakes region, laboratory testing of toxicity to benthic 
invertebrates from sediment contaminants in Canadian ‘Areas of Concern’, the evaluation 
of Environment Canada’s Tubifex tubifex 28-day reproduction test as a potential test for 
evaluation effects from metal mining, the determination of the relative sensitivity of 
benthic test species to metals in spiked sediment, and the validation of Environment 
Canada’s biological test methods for measuring sediment toxicity using Hyalella azteca 
and Chironomus riparius.  

Currently, Ms. Milani is coordinating a five year project funded through the Great Lakes 
2020 Action Plan to assess ecological impacts of contaminated sediments in Canadian 
Areas of Concern using the weight of evidence approach (‘Beast’). Recently, she 
organized a 2-day workshop on involving a sediment decision making framework 
integrating different types of biological information.  
 


