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large lot zones—were terminat-

ed and found inconsistent with 

the Plan’s eye toward greener 

development—allowing just 

enough growth (2,700 acres per 

parcel) to accommodate the es-

timated 18,000 people who are 

expected to move into the Coun-

ty over the next decade. To help 

residents understand the impor-

tance of changing zoning laws 

and the benefit they have toward 

preserving the region’s charac-

ter and environmental integrity, 

the MCBP launched a $20,000 

public education campaign.  Di-

visiveness in communities is of-

ten the unfortunate result of dis-

cussions about growth and 

development.  Maryland Coastal 

Bays, however, successfully 

brought opposing views to the 

table through the NEP gover-

nance plan in order to protect 

the bays and waters where 

freshwater meets the sea in 

coastal Maryland. The product of 

this collaborative effort, the 

Worcester County Comprehen-

sive Plan, not only is an impor-

tant model for watersheds across 

the country, but has won an 

American Planning Association 

award. 

Vsit www.mdcoastalbays.org 

to learn more about this and 

other MCBP efforts.

EPA’s National Estuary Program 

(NEP) is a unique and successful 

coastal watershed-based program 

established in 1987 under the 

Clean Water Act Amendments.  

The NEP involves the public and 

collaborates with partners to pro-

tect, restore, and maintain the wa-

ter quality and ecological integrity 

of 28 estuaries of national signifi-

cance located in 18 coastal states 

and Puerto Rico. 

For more information about the 

NEP go to www.epa.gov/owow/

estuaries.


