


Sources of Nitrogen in Tampa Bay

NITROGEN REDUCTION PROJECT:

Tampa Electric Company’s TECO Big Bend facility on the southeastern shore of Tampa Bay is one of the largest
coal-burning power plants in Florida. Through agreements with the EPA and the Florida Department of Environ-
mental Protection, TECO is installing air pollution control systems (“scrubbers”) at four generating units at Big
Bend to reduce nitrogen oxide emissions. The first of these scrubbers was installed in 2007, with an annual
estimated NOx reduction of 3,142 tons per year, or 79.8 percent of the existing emissions. That translates into

a projected 13.5% decrease in nitrogen deposition to Tampa Bay from just this unit in three years.

loads needed to meet the TMDL
limits will be assumed by each
local government as well as key
industries such as fertilizer man-
ufacturers and electric utilities.

The Consortium is working now
to reallocate those permitted
loads in a fair and equitable
manner so that they meet the
state and Federal standards.
Basin-wide allocations were
completed in 2008. The final al-
location, including new permit-
ted levels for individual sources
that comply with EPA limits, must

be completed by July 2009. The
Consortium is a true example of
adaptive management through
a watershed approach to meet
water quality goals. Further ni-
trogen reduction associated with
seagrass recovery will remain
challenging as population and
development pressures increase
in the region.

Visit www.thep.org to learn
more about this and other TBEP
efforts.

EPA’s National Estuary Program
(NEP) is a unique and successful
coastal watershed-based program
established in 1987 under the
Clean Water Act Amendments.
The NEP involves the public and
collaborates with partners to pro-
tect, restore, and maintain the wa-
ter quality and ecological integrity
of 28 estuaries of national signifi-
cance located in 18 coastal states
and Puerto Rico.

For more information about the
NEP go to www.epa.gov/owow/
estuaries.
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