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attributes the project’s effective-

ness to the positive response of 

landowners and their communi-

cation with other property own-

ers in the watershed. By working 

on publicly owned land first, then 

moving into carefully selected 

privately held lands, MBNEP  

effectively demonstrated a will-

ingness to collaborate with  

and respond to the needs of the 

land managers. Formerly reti-

cent landowners are now  

approaching the MBNEP to  

participate in the program.  

Landowners that participate are 

asked to provide 10% of the 

cost, as well as to commit to 

maintaining the fences for 10 

years and allowing access for 

habitat and water quality moni-

toring. The Estuary Program has 

worked with other funding 

sources and partners to maxi-

mize the benefit of these proj-

ects.  Ongoing monitoring is un-

derway to track the effectiveness 

of each fencing project and in-

form future efforts. Early data 

suggests that pathogen levels 

are improving downstream of 

these riparian fencing projects.

  

Visit www.mbnep.org to learn 

more about this and other  

MBNEP efforts.

EPA’s National Estuary Program 

(NEP) is a unique and successful 

coastal watershed-based program 

established in 1987 under the 

Clean Water Act Amendments.  

The NEP involves the public and 

collaborates with partners to pro-

tect, restore, and maintain the wa-

ter quality and ecological integrity 

of 28 estuaries of national signifi-

cance located in 18 coastal states 

and Puerto Rico. 

For more information about the 

NEP go to www.epa.gov/owow/

estuaries.


