
o	 I will ask you if each burden reduced for one state has been reduced for other states. 
If the burden reduction has not been applied to other states, I'll want to know why. 

o	 I will ask you to identify each remaining reporting requirement as statutory, 
regulatory, or other (e.g. in policy guidelines). Please be prepared to explain steps 
necessary to accomplish the revision or reasons for retaining the reporting 
requirement. 

•	 OPEl will convene a new burden reduction task force. It will collaborate with the ECOS­
EPA Burden Reduction Subgroup to determine ways of institutional izing burden 
reduction within EPA business practices. This task force will include representatives 
from key EPA offices involved in state reporting and performance measurement: the 
Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations (OCIR), the Office of the Chief 
Financial Officer (OCFO), the Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance, the 
Office of Environmental Information, the Office of Grants and Debarment (OGD), and 
regional experts. All programs are welcome to participate. Among other things, the task 
force will explore ways to use Web 2.0 and other tools to capture knowledge and data 
flows between states and EPA in order to improve current and future reporting 
requirements. Please send the name of your staff nominee to Alex Cristofaro by July 2. 

•	 In September, I will report our progress to the state environmental commissioners at the 
ECOS Annual Meeting. 

OPEl will coordinate ongoing burden reduction briefings and can assist you in your 
SCOUT entries. OPEl will also convene the task force. Please contact Alex ((202) 564-7253) or 
Nicole Owens ((202) 564-1550) with questions. 

My thanks go to Randy Kelly and his staff in OCIR for their sustained effort in 
coordinating the Burden Reduction Initiative from 2006 through April of this year, as well as 
their continued involvement in the Initiative as we go forward. Additionally, I thank OCFO, 
OCIR, OGD and the Office of General Counsel for their ongoing attention to the many 
partnership and performance issues that arise between the states and EPA. I also thank those in 
the program and regional offices who have already made significant strides in meeting some of 
the states' recommendations. Finally, I commend the states for their patience and participation 
in this joint effort. 
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ECOS/States' 16 Priority Burden Reduction Categories 

1.	 Streamline regional CAA sec. 105 grant reporting 
2.	 Eliminate redundant reporting (Prevention of Significant 

DeteriorationlNew Source Review (PSDINSR), CAA 112(g)) 
3.	 Reduce frequency of CWA 305(b) and 303(d) integrated reports 
4.	 Non-point source report: Duplicative; Expensive, time-consuming; 

Change frequency 
5.	 Compliance reporting under National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 

System (NPDES) 
6.	 Integrated Compliance Information System/Permit Compliance System 

(lCIS/PCS): reexamine ICIS requirements 
7.	 Duplicate Enforcement Reporting 
8.	 Database reporting (OECA): improve data handling for RCRA and 

Enforcement and Compliance History (ECHO), data reporting for PCS 
and ECHO burdensome 

9.	 Reporting for Performance Partnership Agreements/Performance 
Partnership Grant (PPA/PPG) and categorical grants: should be annual; 
eliminate reporting to grant personnel 

10.	 Sec. 319 grant reporting: eliminate; duplicative; change reporting 
frequency 

11.	 Minority Business Enterprise/Women Business Enterprise (MBE/WBE): 
Eliminate; report annually not quarterly 

12.	 Underground Injection Control (UIC) reports: change reporting 
frequency; eliminate 

13.	 National Emissions Inventory reporting: revise, loosen coding 
requirements 

14.	 Inspection and Maintenance (liM) Program reporting under CAA and 
regulations: change reporting frequency; eliminate 

15.	 Safe Drinking Water Information System (SDWIS): modify, correct, and 
consolidate 

16.	 Quarterly grant reports: eliminate, simplify, and change reporting 
frequency 


