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I want to thank the Soap and Detergent Association for the invitation to the Agency to
speak. EPA Administrator Steve Johnson, had planned to be here today but is now visiting
Texas dealing with the wake of Hurricane Ike and the many environmental issues the state now
faces. He asked me to express his regrets that he is unable to be here with you.

I'm pleased the soap and detergent, and consumer products industries are working to be
leaders in the race to "go green." Over the years, your industry has been responsible for
providing products that improve our quality oflife, and also embracing green technologies and
chemicals. As you well know, consumers are searching for ways to express their environmental
preference through their product choices. You provide products that support this interest on their
part, and in doing so, put more environmentally sustainable products into the consumer
marketplace. We very much appreciate this forward looking activity on your part, and appreciate
your willingness to work with us in this regard.

For example, I want to just recognize the effort SDA has made as a participant and
advocate for our Design for the Environment product recognition program, or DfE as you may
know it. Many of your member companies have invested heavily in safer product formulation
and now proudly display the DfE logo. And, the importance of this logo is growing every month.

As I said, consumers want a way to recognize green products and the DfE logo provides
that recognition. SDA has also worked closely with EPA on the development of the
CleanGredients database, a marketplace for safer cleaning product ingredients that also meet the
DfE screens. We all win in this process -- our interest in environmentally friendly products,
consumer preference for these products, and your ability to meet this increasingly important
market. Again, I appreciate your leadership in this area and look forward to continued
collaboration and success.

That said, I'd like to spend my time with you today discussing one of Administrator
Johnson's and my highest priorities, our ChAMP program. As I begin, I want to take a moment
to thank SDA for their input and support of ChAMP. In particular, we appreciate the fact that a
number of you took the opportunity to examine and comment on our early posting of ChAMP
'risk based prioritizations' , or participated in our stakeholder meetings as we have sought input
on our chemical management and chemical regulation path forward. .

As you know, ChAMP encompasses the commitment made by President Bush, Canadian
Prime Minister Stephen Harper and Mexican President Felipe Calderon at the August 2007









Again, I believe that everyone agrees that it's time to make the TSCA Inventory a more
useful tool and the time is~ to begin this effort.

After careful consideration and much discussion, the Administrator has also decided to
proceed with a phased Inorganic HPV Challenge approach that will allow us to obtain, review,
and evaluate hazard and use information on HPV inorganic chemicals. We will begin with a
"development" phase that will allow us to take full advantage of the work completed or
underway by the OECD, Canada's categorization efforts, and future REACH work. This phase
will also allow further stakeholder engagement and consideration of new approaches based on
HPV Challenge experience. We anticipate that the implementation phase would include a
sponsorship opportunity but, in the absence of sponsorship or where timely/complete action by
the sponsor does not occur, a vigorous use of test rules would be pursued to ensure the
submission of quality data sets.

Following a two to three year data development period, we would, after 2012, anticipate
beginning a ChAMP-type prioritization assessment of the inorganic HPV chemicals. This
as~essmentwould apply the IUR exposure/use reporting on inorganics which will be received in
20 I I. Subsequent to this work, we would envision the preparation of prioritization assessments
on Moderate Production Volume inorganic chemicals which would inform decisions on any
needed next steps for these chemical~.

In wrapping up my remarks, let me summarize. We will, by 2012, prepare risk-based
prioritizations on organic IiPV chemicals and hazard-based prioritizations on MPV chemicals,
and initiate needed action, in a timely but staged manner. We will immediately begin the steps
necessary to reset the TSCA Inventory. We will, through a phased implementation process,
collect data and prepare risk-based prioritizations on inorganic HPV chemicals, which would be
followed by steps to address MPV inorganic chemicals. In all of this, in the interest of EPA
regulatory authority, industry responsibility, and public interest -- we will apply our energy and
the principle of ~ound science to assure the protection human health and the environment.

Let me also state, that while we have decided to proceed, we intend to continue to engage
you and all of our stakeholders on exactly how to proceed. I am hopeful that we will have your
full support and the full engagement of all of our stakeholders as we begin the next phase of this
very important program.

The Administrator and I believe that the ChAMP program, including the enhancements I
announced here today, provides a strong and vigorous approach to assessing and managing
existing industrial chemicals and will provide the next Administration with a sound and
comprehensive foundation for delivering effective chemical assessment and management in the
U.S.

Again, we look forward to continuing to work with all of you on the ChAMP program
and thanks for allowing me to join you today!
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