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Overview

Partnership between the City of
Bellingham, PSE and Sustainable
Connections (a Bellingham based,
nonprofit, business network).

Purpose: Increase participation in PSE’s
Green Power program

Goal: 50 new businesses and 1000 new
residential customers.

To begin September 2006 and culminate
Earth Day 2007.




Overview (Continued)

* Projected Result: The reduction of about
6,500 metric tonnes of CO, emissions
per year.

« PSE will fund a renewable energy
demonstration project in Bellingham

« Campaign funded by a grant from the
NW Clean Air Agency and from PSE’s
Green Power marketing budget.
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Overview (Continued)

« Actual Result: The reduction of about
37,690 metric tonnes of CO,
emissions per year!

« PSE has funded two renewable energy
demonstration projects in Bellingham

« 2312 residential customers, 127
businesses, and 4 large volume
customers signed up for green power
during the challenge.




Our Strategy

Emphasize founding business
partners

Communicate the Challenge
through a wide variety of media:
mailings, print ads, radio, local
access cable and banners

Grassroots Organizing
Neighborhood Challenge
City Leadership




Our Strategy
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PUGET SOUND ENERGY

Our Strategy

We also utilized a promotional post-
card as a bill-insert with local
electrical bills highlighting the GPCC
and rewards for participation.
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Keeping Energy Dollars Local

* Most of PSE’s sources for green tags are in
Washington state, all are in the Pacific

Northwest.

« Whatcom county has the state’s first single-

farm anaerobic digester:
« Normal output 300 kW (potential to 450 kW)
« PSE purchases all the electricity
« PSE purchases all of the green tags
Creating an explicit link between local power

consumption and local power production




Leading by Example

« Adopting the Mayors recommendation, the Bellingham

City Council voted unanimously to begin purchasing
100% of electricity for municipal operations from the
Green Power Program.

Results:

» Investment by the City in 25 million kwWh/year of renewable
energy credits

 Elimination of about 12,000 metric tonnes of CO, emissions

» Originally established Bellingham as the largest 100% Green
Power purchaser in the Partnership.

» Promoted the City of Bellingham’s leadership role in the

community. |
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Recycling Our Clean
Energy Tax Dollars

Bellingham collects a 6% utility tax

Increased spending on electricity increases the City’s
revenues

WWU buys 100% Green Power. This will increase City
revenues by approximately $22,000/year

City’s purchase increases revenues by about
$16,000/year

Residential purchases increase revenues by about
$13,000/year.

These dollars return to the City’s General Fund
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Funding Renewable Energy

Green Power costs will come from the fund that pays for electricity.
Originally estimated $257,000 total increase in utility bills

Because the Green Power Community Challenge was so
successful, Puget Sound Energy extended a substantially reduced
bulk Green Power rate to all Bellingham area customers.

The City only spent roughly $150,000 additional on 100% Green
Power in 2007.

Utility Tax revenues have gone up
» Green Power premiums
* Rate increases for conventional energy




Achievements

3
Five EPA-provided signs like the one above
have been located at gateway points to the

Bellingham community.




Thank You

Clare Fogelsong

Environmental Resources
Manager

City of Bellingham
cfogelsong@cob.org
360-778-7900

Benjamin Rupert

Resource Conservation
Management

City of Bellingham
bupert@cob.org
360-778-7900
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