




UNITED STATES 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
 

In the Matter of 

NORTHWEST AIRLINES, INC. 

Kenneth J. Hylander 
Vice President, Safety and Engineering, 
Chief Safety Officer 

RESPONDENT 

NORTHWEST AIRLINES, INC. 
A DELAWARE CORPORATION 
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Docket No. SDWA-05-2005-4810 

Proceedings Under Section 1414(g) and 
1445(a) of 

The Safe Drinking Water Act, 42 USC 
Section 300g-3(g) and 300j-4(a) 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER ON 
CONSENT AND REQUEST FOR 
INFORMATION 

WHEREAS aircraft that qualify as public water systems are subject to the Safe Drinking 

Water Act and the National Primary Drinking Water Regulations; and WHEREAS in 1979 the 

United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued Water Supply Guidance 17 which 

was replaced by Water Supply Guidance 29 in 1986, both of which allowed certain owners or 

operators of carriers that conveyed passengers in interstate commerce to implement operation 

and maintenance programs in lieu of the monitoring required under the National Primary 

Drinking Water Regulations of the Safe Drinking Water Act if the program was approved by 

EPA; and WHEREAS carriers that conveyed passengers in interstate commerce, including 

airlines, relied upon Water Supply Guidances 17 and 29 to comply with the National Primary 

Drinking Water Regulations; and WHEREAS in September 2003 EPA suspended new approvals 

of operation and maintenance plans under Water Supply Guidance 29; and WHEREAS EPA is in 

the process of reviewing the National Primary Drinking Water Regulations to determine the 

extent to which any amendments are necessary to address the circumstances unique to aircraft 
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