























2003 Annual Report of the EFC Network

California State University, Hayward
Environmental Finance Center - Region 9

Executive Summary

The Environmental Finance Center located in Region 9 at California State University (EFC9) is a
university-based EFC working for greener communities through cleaner business, by advancing the
environmental industry and
promoting pollution prevention
and source reduction. Our mission
is four-pronged: to help
entrepreneurs develop and finance
new and innovative environmental
technologies; to encourage small
business to adopt source reduction
and pollution prevention in the
manufacturing processes; to educate and encourage consumers to choose green business and green
business products, and to help federal, state and local governments establish the necessary tools to
foster cleaner business. To that end, working with both the private and public sectors, EFC9 pursues
its mission through numerous tools including: Green business development; environmental business
incubation; finance programs & directories; industry surveys & guides; technology transfer;
charrettes, conferences and workshops; research publications and reports, and hands-on assistance
to small business.

The Region 9 EFC at California State University (EFC9)
works for greener communities through cleaner business,
by advancing the environmental industry and promoting
pollution prevention and source reduction.

. _____________________________________________________________________]

Throughout the past year EFC9 has undertaken six new and one ongoing initiative working with both
the private and public sectors. As a result, much of the work in 2003 laid the groundwork for project
results and events in 2004. Those projects include: brominated flame retardants and foam furniture
and mattresses; Western States Green Business Program (GBP) coordination, a voluntary program
in which the GBP certifies applicants who comply with federal, state and local environmental
regulations; business and environment in Hawaii, focusing on hotels with an emphasis on waste
reduction and water conservation; environmentally beneficial behavior in television by adopting the
private sector concept of “product placement” to place environmentally beneficial behavior (EBB)
in television shows; assistance to environmental businesses; Phoenix Arizona brickyard charrette;
and the Western Regional Pollution Prevention Network Conference workshop and sessions.

Among new intiatives for the EFC is a partnership with the Western Regional Pollution Prevention
Network, to begin an effort to introduce pollution prevention and green business principles to Tribal
governments throughout the region.
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Executive Summary

The primary focus of the Environmental Finance Center at Boise State University (EFC10) is the
development of broadly applicable, practical tools that improve the efficiency and effectiveness of
environmental systems in meeting the challenges of protecting the environment and public health.
The EFC creates computer-based techniques that provide important information for decision makers
to use in financing environmental systems.

Among the EFC’s accomplishments for 2003  m-_——

was a focus on watershed financing activities  grC10 developed Plan2Fund, a database
such as: numerous watershed funding  odel that walks users through the process
workshops in Oregon, Washington State and  of estimating the costs of their Watershed
Alaska. Also facilitated a Charrette to Program Plan’s goals and objectives.
coordinate the various EPA program staffand .- - —_—_—_—_—
identify how different programs can better

work together to leverage resources and maximize benefits to watershed stakeholders; created an on-
line, searchable Directory of Watershed Resources for watershed restoration funding; worked to
extend the function of the database for use in Region 4; developed Plan2Fund, a database model that
walks users through the process of estimating the costs of their Watershed Program Plan’s goals and
objectives. Additional accomplishments included collaborating with the EFCs at the Universities of
New Mexico, North Carolina, Syracuse and Maryland on a project related to source water protection
project funded by EPA; drafted a Drinking Water Protection Plan for the three Oregon communities;
and creation of an informal group in Idaho that meets to share information on source water protection
issues and efforts.

As the demand for information on funding resources and financing tools has increased, EFC10 is
often contacted by agencies and organizations that would like them to participate in conferences,
meetings and various watershed events. To name a few of these events, EFC10 participated in a pilot
project to assist the City of Ho Chi Minh in devising new strategies and methods for working
collaboratively with the community, citizens, environmental groups and business leaders to leverage
community pressure and market forces to meet environmental challenges. In another event, EFC10
participated in the “Funding for Watershed Restoration” satellite program presented by Washington
State University. The two-hour program was broadcast via satellite and Internet on November 18th,
2003. Also during 2003, the Center released the first issue of The Watershed News, a quarterly
newsletter for watershed stakeholders within Region 10 designed to provide watershed stakeholders
with information and resources to assist in finding innovative ways to pay for watershed protection.
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