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What isan EMS?

AnEMSisacontinua cycleof planning, implementing, reviewing andimproving
theprocessesand actionsthat an organization undertakesto meet itsbusinessand
environmental goals. EM Ssare purely voluntary and do not replace the need for regula-
tory and enforcement programs, they Ssmply create an environment inwhich regulators
and regul ations can work more efficiently and effectively. Themajor componentsof an
EMSare: 1) Palicy, 2) Planning, 3) Implementation and Operation, 4) Checkingand
CorrectiveAction, 5) Management Review.

Why are we promoting the use of EM Ss?

EPA believesthat usng EM Sscanimproveenvironmenta performance, and we
areactively promoting EM Ssinavariety of programsand forumsincludingtheAgency’s
Innovation Strategy, the Performance Track Program and through compliance assistance.
Inthese contexts, EPA isincreasingly confronted with questions of whether EM Sscan be
used to improvethe efficiency and effectiveness of regulatory tools(suchasrulesand
permits) and what roles, if any, regulatory toolsshould play in promoting EMSs. EMSs
have aso been identified asoneof thekey strategiesto providefurther directiontothe
Resource Conservation Challenge.

OSW wantsto facilitate and encourage the widespread adoption of successful,
high quaity EM Ssat RCRA facilities, and ensurethat, at aminimum, the RCRA permit-
ting programisconstructed in away that alowsfor and facilitates EM Simplementation,
with continuous emphasi son pollution prevention, improved environmenta performance
and compliance. Toaccomplishthis, OSW isworking with the Regionsand Statesto use
EM Ssasatool involuntary programsand to pil ot changesin the permitting program that
allow EM S-based changesto be made under theissued permit through dissemination of
EM Sinformation and the devel opment of appropriate ass stance programs.







