














Chemicals from Pharmaceuticals and Personal Care Products

Protection Agency maintains a web site devoted to the topic (as referenced
in the bibliography). Although the issue of PPCPs in the environment has
gained more attention by scientists in many fields, the overall topic will
probably continue to generate more questions than answers. A larger lesson,
however, resides among the unknowns.

Most PPCPs owe their origin in the environment to the combined ac-
tions and behaviors of multitudes of individuals. In contrast to the conven-
tional synthetic pollutants, the origin of PPCPs in the environment has no
geographic boundaries or climatic-use limitations; that is, PPCPs are dis-
charged to the environment wherever people live or visit, regardless of the
time of year.

Perhaps more so than any other class of pollutants, PPCPs illustrate
the immediate, intimate, and inseparable connection of the actions and
activities of the individual with the environment. Some scientists feel the
importance and significance of the individual in directly contributing to
the combined load of synthetic chemicals in the environment has been
greatly underappreciated. The continuing, escalating advances in design
of new drugs will undoubtedly add to the spectrum of questions regard-
ing the environmental significance of these compounds. see aLso Caem-
1caLs FroM ConsuMERs; EcoLocy, FREsH-WAaATER; Lanp Use axD WATER
Quatity; Porrution oF GROUNDWATER; PorLrLuTioN oF LAKES AND
Streams; PorruTioNn Sources: PoiNnT anD NoNPOINT; SAFE DRINKING
Water Act; Sveeries, PusrLic anxp Domestic WaTER; WASTEWATER
TREATMENT AND MANAGEMENT.
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