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distribution systems, as well as to 
discuss data to characterize potential 
TCR implementation problems. As part 
of this workshop, EPA is seeking 
information and analytic approaches for 
characterizing risks posed by the 
distribution system. Major topics of 
discussion in the workshop may include 
public health perspectives on 
distribution systems, distribution 
system physical integrity and water 
quality issues such as cross connections, 
backflow, intrusion, and biofilm, and 
TCR implementation and compliance 
analysis. 

Depending on the outcome of the 
workshop, EPA will consider convening 
a Federal Advisory Committee to 
provide advice and recommendations 
on how best to utilize available 
information for potential revisions to 
the TCR and to address public health 
risk from contamination of distribution 
systems. 

Membership on Potential Federal 
Advisory Committee: If EPA were to 
establish a Federal Advisory Committee, 
the Agency would consider for 
membership stakeholders with 
viewpoints on issues related to 
distribution systems and the TCR and 
the potential impact that could result 
from an Agency action on those issues 
including, but not be limited to, 
representatives of Federal, State and 
local public health and regulatory 
agencies, Native American tribes, large 
and small drinking water suppliers, 
consumer, environmental and public 
health organizations, and local elected 
officials. EPA encourages those 
organizations and individuals interested 
in participating in the potential Federal 
Advisory Committee to attend the 
workshop. 

EPA anticipates that, if a Federal 
Advisory Committee is established, the 
terms of the members would likely be 
two years. EPA anticipates that meetings 
would be held at least quarterly, with 
additional conference calls in between 
the meetings. 

Nomination of a Member: Any 
interested person or organization may 
nominate individuals for membership. 
Nominees should be identified by name, 
occupation, position, address and 
telephone number. To be considered, all 
nominations must include a current 
resume providing the nominee’s 
background, experience, and 
qualifications. 

If a Federal Advisory Committee were 
to be established, copies of the 
Committee Charter would be filed with 
the appropriate congressional 
committees and the Library of Congress 
and the establishment of a Committee 
would be announced in a separate 

Federal Register Notice (FRN). The 
Agency expects to address proposed 
revisions to the TCR and any additional 
distribution system requirements in a 
separate FRN. 

Special Accommodations 

Any person needing special 
accommodations at the technical 
workshop, including wheelchair access, 
should contact Jini Mohanty at the 
number or email address listed in the 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT 
section of this notice. Requests for 
special accommodations should be 
made at least ten days in advance of the 
meeting. 

Dated: December 21, 2006. 
Cynthia C. Dougherty, 
Director, Office of Ground Water and Drinking 
Water. 
[FR Doc. E6–22302 Filed 12–27–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 6560–50–P 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY 

[FRL–8262–4] 

Proposed NPDES General Permit for 
Discharges From the Oil and Gas 
Extraction Point Source Category to 
Coastal Waters in Texas (TXG330000) 

AGENCY: Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). 

ACTION: Notice of Proposed NPDES 

General Permit Reissuance. 


SUMMARY: EPA Region 6 today proposes 
to issue a National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) general 
permit regulating discharges from oil 
and gas wells in the Coastal Subcategory 
in Texas and regulating produced water 
discharges from wells in the Stripper 
and Offshore Subcategories which 
discharge into coastal waters of Texas. 

As proposed, the permit prohibits the 
discharge of drilling fluid, drill cuttings, 
produced sand and well treatment, 
completion and workover fluids. 
Produced water discharges are 
prohibited, except from wells in the 
Stripper Subcategory located east of the 
98th meridian whose produced water 
comes from the Carrizo/Wilcox, Reklaw 
or Bartosh formations in Texas. 
Discharge of dewatering effluent is 
proposed to be prohibited, except from 
reserve pits which have not received 
drilling fluids and/or drill cuttings since 
January 15, 1997. The discharge of deck 
drainage, formation test fluids, sanitary 
waste, domestic waste and 
miscellaneous discharges is proposed to 
be authorized. We are proposing to 
reissue the existing NPDES General 

Permit for Discharges from the Oil and 
Gas Extraction Category to Coastal 
Waters of Texas with only one change, 
the addition of annual monitoring for 
dissolved solids from Stripper 
Subcategory produced water. 
DATES: Comments must be received by 
February 26, 2007. 

ADDRESS: Comments should be sent to: 

Ms. Diane Smith, Water Quality 

Protection Division, Region 6, U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency, 1445 

Ross Avenue, Dallas, Texas 75202–2733. 

Comments may also be submitted via e-

mail to the following address: 

smith.diane@epa.gov. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms. 

Diane Smith, Region 6, U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency 

(6WQ–CA), 1445 Ross Avenue, Dallas, 

Texas 75202–2733. Telephone: (214) 

665–2145. 


A copy of the proposed permit, the 
fact sheet more fully explaining the 
proposal, and a copy of the Agency’s 
Supplemental Environmental 
Assessment prepared pursuant to the 
National Environmental Policy Act may 
be obtained from Ms. Smith. The 
Agency’s current administrative record 
on the proposal is available for 
examination at the Region’s Dallas 
offices during normal working hours 
after providing Ms. Smith 24 hours 
advance notice. Additionally, a copy of 
the proposed permit, fact sheet, and this 
Federal Register Notice may be 
obtained on the Internet at: http:// 
www.epa.gov/earth1r6/6wq/6wq.htm. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Regulated 
entities. EPA intends to use the 
proposed reissued permit to regulate oil 
and gas extraction facilities located in 
the coastal waters of Texas, e.g., oil and 
gas extraction platforms, but other types 
of facilities may also be subject to the 
permit. As proposed, the permit would 
also authorize some produced water 
discharges from Stripper Subcategory 
wells to coastal waters. To determine 
whether your facility, company, 
business, organization, etc., may be 
affected by today’s action, you should 
carefully examine the applicability 
criteria in Part I, Section A.1 of the draft 
permit. Questions on the permit’s 
application to specific facilities may 
also be directed to Ms. Smith at the 
telephone number or address listed 
above. 

The permit contains limitations 
conforming to EPA’s Oil and Gas 
extraction, Coastal and Stripper 
Subcategory Effluent Limitations 
Guidelines at 40 CFR part 435 as well 
as requirements assuring that regulated 
discharges will comply with Texas State 
Water Quality Standards. Specific 

http:smith.diane@epa.gov


VerDate Aug<31>2005 20:03 Dec 27, 2006 Jkt 211001 PO 00000 Frm 00078 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\28DEN1.SGM 28DEN1sr
ob

er
ts

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

70
 w

ith
 N

O
T

IC
E

S

Federal Register / Vol. 71, No. 249 / Thursday, December 28, 2006 / Notices 78205 

information on the derivation of those 
limitations and conditions is contained 
in the fact sheet. 

Other Legal Requirements 
State Certification. Under section 

401(a)(1) of the Clean Water Act, EPA 
may not issue an NPDES permit until 
the State in which the discharge will 
occur grants or waives certification to 
ensure compliance with appropriate 
requirements of the Act and State law. 
EPA will seek certification from the 
Railroad Commission of Texas prior to 
issuing a final permit. 

National Environmental Policy Act. 
EPA’s regulations at 40 CFR part 6, 
Subpart F, which implement the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 
1969 (NEPA), 42 U.S.C., 4331, et seq., 
provide the procedures for carrying out 
the NEPA environmental review process 
for the issuance of new source NPDES 
permits. The purpose of this review 
process is to determine if any significant 
environmental impacts are anticipated 
by issuance of NPDES permits 
authorizing discharges from new 
sources. In order to make this 
determination, EPA prepared an 
environmental assessment in 
accordance with 40 CFR 6.604 when the 
current permit was drafted. Based on 
that environmental assessment 
document, EPA determined that there 
would be no significant impact as the 
result of issuing that permit. When the 
current permit was issued, a Statement 
of Findings documenting the 
completion of EPA’s NEPA review 
process on this permit action was signed 
by the Regional Administrator. 

Since no new limits or changes in 
permit coverage are proposed, EPA has 
determined that reissuance of the permit 
does not rise to the level of a significant 
impact to the environment. Thus, EPA 
is not required to prepare another 
Environmental Assessment for this 
action. 

Endangered Species Act. When EPA 
issued the previous Permit TXG330000, 
effective October 21, 1993, covering 
existing sources, but not New Sources, 
the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS or the Service) concurred 
with EPA’s finding that the permit was 
unlikely to adversely affect any 
threatened or endangered species or 
their critical habitat. When EPA issued 
Permit TXG290000, effective February 
8, 1995, the Service also concurred with 
EPA’s finding that the permit was 
unlikely to adversely affect any 
threatened or endangered species or 
their critical habitat. The Region found 
that adding New Source coverage to the 
permit is also unlikely to adversely 
affect any threatened or endangered 

species or its critical habitat. EPA 
received written concurrence from the 
FWS on May 2, 2001, and from the 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) on May 1, 2001, on that 
determination. Since no significant 
changes are proposed to the permit, EPA 
again finds that the reissued permit is 
unlikely to adversely affect any listed 
threatened or endangered species or 
their critical habitat. EPA will obtain 
concurrence with the determination 
from NMFS and FWS prior to issuing 
the final permit. 

Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act. The 
1996 amendments to the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act set forth a new 
mandate to identify and protect 
important marine and anadromous 
fisheries habitats. The purpose of 
addressing habitat in this act is to 
further the goal of maintaining 
sustainable fisheries. Guidance and 
procedures for implementing these 
amendments are contained in NMFS 
regulations (50 CFR 600.805–600.930). 
These regulations specify that any 
Federal agency that authorizes or 
proposes to authorize an activity which 
would adversely affect an Essential Fish 
Habitat is subject to the consultation 
provisions of the Manguson-Stevens 
Act. The Texas Coastal Subcategory 
areas covered by this general permit 
include Essential Fish Habitat 
designated under the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act. 

Based on the prohibitions and 
limitations and other requirements 
contained in this proposed general 
permit, as well as the Essential Fish 
Habitat Assessment prepared for this 
permit reissuance, the Region 
previously found that issuance of this 
permit would be unlikely to adversely 
affect Essential Fish Habitat. EPA 
received written concurrence from 
NMFS on that determination. Since 
there are very few changes proposed to 
the permit with this reissuance, EPA 
again finds that its issuance is unlikely 
to adversely affect Essential Fish 
Habitat. EPA is seeking concurrence 
with that decision from NMFS. 

Coastal Zone Management Act. The 
Coastal Zone Management Act and its 
implementing regulations (15 CFR part 
930) require that any Federally licensed 
or permitted activity affecting the 
coastal zone of a state with an approved 
Coastal Zone management Program be 
consistent with that Program. EPA has 
concluded, based on the conditions, 
limitations and prohibitions of this 
permit that the discharges associated 
with this permit are consistent with the 
Texas Coastal Management Program 

goals and policies. EPA previously 
received a consistency determination 
from the Texas Coastal Coordination 
Council on February 13, 2001, and is 
seeking another consistency 
determination prior to issuing the final 
permit. 

Historic Preservation Act. Facilities 
which adversely affect properties listed 
or eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historical Places are not 
authorized to discharge under this 
permit. 

Economic Impact (Executive Order 
12866). Under Executive Order 12866 
[58 FR 51735 (October 4, 1993)], the 
Agency must determine whether the 
regulatory action is ‘‘significant’’ and 
therefore subject to Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) review 
and the requirements of the Executive 
Order. The Order defines ‘‘significant 
regulatory action’’ as one that is likely 
to result in a rule that may have an 
annual effect on the economy of $100 
million or more or adversely affect in a 
material way the economy, a sector of 
the economy, productivity, competition, 
jobs, the environment, public health or 
safety, or State, local, or tribal 
governments or communities; create a 
serious inconsistency or otherwise 
interfere with an action taken or 
planned by another agency; materially 
alter the budgetary impact of 
entitlements, grants, user fees, or loan 
programs or the rights and obligations of 
recipients thereof; or raise novel legal or 
policy issues arising out of legal 
mandates, the President’s priorities, or 
the principles set forth in the Executive 
Order. EPA has determined that this 
general permit is not a ‘‘significant 
regulatory action’’ under the terms of 
Executive Order 12866 and is therefore 
not subject to formal OMB review prior 
to proposal. 

Paperwork Reduction Act. The 
information collection required by this 
permit has been approved by OMB 
under the provisions of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act, 44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq., 
in submission made for the NPDES 
permit program and assigned OMB 
control numbers 2040–0086 (NPDES 
permit application) and 2040–0004 
(discharge monitoring reports). 

Regulatory Flexibility Act. The 
Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601 
et seq, requires that EPA prepare a 
regulatory flexibility analysis for 
regulations that have a significant 
impact on a substantial number of small 
entities. This permit is not a ‘‘rule’’ 
subject to the Regulatory Flexibility Act. 
EPA prepared a regulatory flexibility 
analysis, however, on the promulgation 
of the Coastal Subcategory guidelines on 
which many of the permit’s effluent 
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limitations are based. That analysis 
shows that compliance with the permit 
requirements will not result in a 
significant impact on dischargers, 
including small businesses, covered by 
this permit. EPA Region 6, therefore, 
concludes that the permit being 
proposed today will not have a 
significant impact on a substantial 
number of small entities. 

Unfunded Mandates Reform Act. 
Section 201 of the Unfunded Mandates 
Reform Act (UMRA), Pub. L. 104–4, 
generally requires Federal agencies to 
assess the effects of their ‘‘regulatory 
actions’’ on State, local, and tribal 
governments and the private sector. 
UMRA uses the term ‘‘regulatory 
actions’’ to refer to regulations. (See, 
e.g., UMRA section 201, ‘‘Each agency 
shall * * * assess the effects of Federal 
regulatory actions * * * (other than to 
the extent that such regulations 
incorporate requirements specifically 
set forth in law)’’ (emphasis added)). 
UMRA section 102 defines ‘‘regulation’’ 
by reference to section 658 of Title 2 of 
the U.S. Code, which in turn defines 
‘‘regulation’’ and ‘‘rule’’ by reference to 
section 601(2) of the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act (RFA). That section of 
the RFA defines ‘‘rule’’ as ‘‘any rule for 
which the agency publishes a notice of 
proposed rulemaking pursuant to 
section 553(b) of the Administrative 
Procedure Act (APA), or any other law 
* * *’’ 

NPDES general permits are not 
‘‘rules’’ under the APA and thus not 
subject to the APA requirement to 
publish a notice of proposed 
rulemaking. NPDES general permits are 
also not subject to such a requirement 
under the Clean Water Act (CWA). 
While EPA publishes a notice to solicit 
public comment on draft general 
permits, it does so pursuant to the CWA 
section 402(a) requirement to provide 
‘‘an opportunity for a hearing.’’ Thus, 
NPDES general permits are not ‘‘rules’’ 
for RFA or UMRA purposes. 

EPA thinks it is unlikely that this 
permit issuance would contain a 
Federal requirement that might result in 
expenditures of $100 million or more 
for State, local and tribal governments, 
in the aggregate, or the private sector in 
any one year. The Agency also believes 
that the permit issuance would not 
significantly nor uniquely affect small 
governments. For UMRA purposes, 
‘‘small governments’’ is defined by 
reference to the definition of ‘‘small 
governmental jurisdiction’’ under the 
RFA. (See UMRA section 102(1), 
referencing 2 U.S.C. 658, which 
references section 601(5) of the RFA.) 
‘‘Small governmental jurisdiction’’ 
means governments of cities, counties, 

towns, etc., with a population of less 
than 50,000, unless the agency 
establishes an alternative definition. 
The permit issuance also would not 
uniquely affect small governments 
because compliance with the permit 
conditions affects small governments in 
the same manner as any other entities 
seeking coverage under the permit. 

Dated: December 19, 2006. 
William K. Honker, 
Acting Director, Water Quality Protection 
Division, EPA Region 6. 
[FR Doc. E6–22154 Filed 12–27–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 6560–50–P 

EXPORT-IMPORT BANK 

Sunshine Act Meeting 

ACTION: Notice of a Partially Open 
Meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
Export-Import Bank of the United 
States. 
TIME AND PLACE: Thursday, January 4, 
2007 at 9:30 AM. The meeting will be 
held at Ex-Im Bank in Room 1143, 811 
Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 
20571. 
OPEN AGENDA ITEM: Ex-Im Bank Sub-
Saharan Africa Advisory Committee for 
2007. 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: The meeting will 
be open to public participation for Item 
No. 1 only. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Office of the Secretary, 811 Vermont 
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20571 
(Telephone 202–565–3957). 

Howard A. Schweitzer, 
General Counsel. 
[FR Doc. 06–9937 Filed 12–26–06; 2:37 pm] 
BILLING CODE 6690–01–M 

FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION 

Notice of Agreement Filed 

The Commission hereby gives notice 
of the filing of the following agreement 
under the Shipping Act of 1984. 
Interested parties may submit comments 
on agreements to the Secretary, Federal 
Maritime Commission, Washington, DC 
20573, within ten days of the date this 
notice appears in the Federal Register. 
Copies of agreements are available 
through the Commission’s Office of 
Agreements (202–523–5793 or 
tradeanalysis@fmc.gov). 

Agreement No.: 011956–002. 
Title: IDX Vessel Sharing Agreement. 
Parties: Emirates Shipping Line FZE; 

Shipping Corporation of India, Ltd.; 
Orient Overseas Container Line Ltd.; 

Italia Marittima S.p.A.; and Zim 
Integrated Shipping Services, Ltd. 

Filing Party: Wayne R. Rohde, Esq.; 
Sher & Blackwell LLP; 1850 M Street, 
NW; Suite 900; Washington, DC 20036. 

Synopsis: The amendment adds 
Orient Overseas Container Line Ltd. and 
Italia Marittima S.p.A. as parties to the 
agreement, makes corresponding 
changes in the agreement, clarifies 
provisions dealing with the agreement’s 
duration and termination, and restates 
the agreement. 

By Order of the Federal Maritime 
Commission. 

Dated: December 22, 2006. 

Bryant L. VanBrakle, 
Secretary. 
[FR Doc. E6–22294 Filed 12–27–06; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6730–01–P 

FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION 

Ocean Transportation Intermediary 
License; Applicants 

Notice is hereby given that the 
following applicants have filed with the 
Federal Maritime Commission an 
application for license as a Non-Vessel-
Operating Common Carrier 
Transportation Intermediary pursuant to 
section 19 of the Shipping Act of 1984 
as amended (46 U.S.C. Chapter 409 and 
46 CFR part 515). 

Persons knowing of any reason why 
the following applicants should not 
receive a license are requested to 
contact the Office of Transportation 
Intermediaries, Federal Maritime 
Commission, Washington, DC 20573. 

Non-Vessel—Operating Common 
Carrier Ocean Transportation 
Intermediary Applicants 

A. Transport, Inc., 2000 Sullivan Road, 
#D, College Park, GA 30337. Officer: 
Gi H. Song, President (Qualifying 
Individual). 

Cane Freight, Inc., 901 W. Valley Blvd., 
#C, Alhambra, CA 91803. Officers: 
Lilin Yu, Vice President (Qualifying 
Individual), Zhu Yi, President. 

OTA Logistics Inc., 7300 Alondra Blvd., 
Suite 106, Paramount, CA 90723. 
Officers: Davy Shum, CEO (Qualifying 
Individual), Tony Chen, General 
Manager. 

Dated: December 22, 2006. 

Bryant L. VanBrakle, 
Secretary. 
[FR Doc. E6–22293 Filed 12–27–06; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6730–01–P 


