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States, Tribal entities and the U.S. EPA.
They are not meant to dictate or to limit
data an agency chooses to collect for its
own internal purposes. Adoption of a
data standard should not be interpreted
to mean that revisions to databases or
information systems are required. What
the adoption does mean is that formats
for sharing data with Exchange Network
(EN) partners will change because the
Exchange Network has adopted Shared
Schema Components (SSCs) based on
the data standards. The SSCs are
available on the Exchange Network Web
site at http://www.exchangenetwork.net.

The draft data standards documents
can be found on EDSC’s Web site at
http://www.envdatastandards.net/ and
are available through the Docket system
as indicated above.

Dated: February 21, 2006.
Oscar Morales,
Director, Collection Strategies Division.
[FR Doc. E6—2802 Filed 2—27-06; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[FRL-8037-6]

Proposed Reissuance of the NPDES
General Permit for Oil and Gas
Exploration, Development and
Production Facilities Located in State
and Federal Waters in Cook Inlet
(AKG-31-5000)

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).

ACTION: Notice of proposed NPDES
General Permit Reissuance.

SUMMARY: The Regional Administrator
of Region 10 today proposes to reissue
the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) General
Permit for Oil and Gas Exploration,
Development and Production Facilities
in State and Federal Waters in Cook
Inlet (No. AKG-31-5000). As proposed,
the permit would authorize discharges
from exploration, development, and
production platforms and related
facilities that are included in the Coastal
and Offshore Subcategory of the Oil and
Gas Extraction Point Source Category as
authorized by section 402 of the Clean
Water Act (CWA or Act), 33 U.S.C.
1342.

DATES: Comments must be received by
May 1, 2006.

ADDRESSES: Comments should be sent
to: Director, Office of Water and
Watersheds, U.S. EPA, Region 10, 1200
Sixth Avenue, M/S OWW-130, Seattle,
Washington 98101.

Comments may also be submitted via
e-mail to the following address:
shaw.hanh@epa.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Hanh Shaw, U.S. EPA, Region 10, 1200
Sixth Avenue, M/S OWW-130, Seattle,
Washington 98101. Telephone: (206)
553—0171. A copy of the Proposed
Permit, the fact sheet that fully explains
the proposal, and a copy of EPA’s
Environmental Assessment (EA) and
preliminary Finding of No Significant
Impacts (FONSI), prepared pursuant to
the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA), may be obtained from Ms.
Shaw. EPA’s current administrative
record on the proposal is available for
examination at U.S. EPA, 1200 Sixth
Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101.
Additionally, a copy of the proposed
permit, fact sheet, EA, preliminary
FONS]I, and this Federal Register Notice
may be obtained on the Internet at:
http://www.epa.gov/r10earth.

The documents are also available
from the EPA Alaska Operations Office,
Room 537, Federal Building, 222 West
7th Avenue, Anchorage, Alaska 99513.
Please contact Ms. Dianne Soderlund at
(907) 271-3425 for assistance.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
existing permit, NPDES Permit No.
AKG-28-5000 (Existing Permit), was
previously reissued on April 1, 1999
and expired on April 1, 2004 (64 FR
19156). The Existing Permit will remain
in effect until a new permit is reissued
for those discharges which were covered
at the time of expiration. The Existing
Permit authorizes discharges from oil
and gas exploration, development, and
production facilities located in and
discharging to state and Federal waters
in Cook Inlet north of a line extending
between Cape Douglas (at 58°51”
latitude, 153°15’ longitude) on the west
and Port Chatham (at 59°13’ latitude,
151°47" longitude) on the east. EPA
proposes to replace the Existing Permit
with the proposed reissued permit
(Proposed Permit), renumbered as AKG—
31-5000.

The following changes are proposed
to be made as a part of the permit
reissuance:

1. EPA proposes to expand the
existing coverage area to include the
recent Minerals Management Service
Lease Sales Nos. 191 and 199 and the
State waters adjoining those lease areas.

2. EPA proposes to authorize
discharges from oil and gas exploration
facilities located within the expanded
coverage area, including discharges
associated with the use of synthetic-
based drilling fluids.

3. EPA proposes to authorize
discharges from new oil and gas

development and production facilities
located within the expanded coverage
area, including sanitary waste water,
domestic waste water, deck drainage,
and miscellaneous discharges such as
cooling water and boiler blowdown.
These new development and production
facilities, however, would not be
authorized to discharge produced water,
drilling fluids, or drill cuttings under
the Proposed Permit.

4. EPA proposes to add new whole
effluent toxicity and technology-based
limits for discharges that contain
treatment chemicals, such as biocides
and corrosion inhibitors. These
discharges include, but are not limited
to, water flood waste water, cooling
water, boiler blowdown, and
desalination unit waste water.

5. EPA proposes to add a new water
quality-based effluent limit for total
residual chlorine.

6. EPA proposes to change the
monitoring requirements found in the
Existing Permit. The proposed changes
would result in increased monitoring for
facilities that violate the effluent limits,
and reduced monitoring for facilities
that demonstrate a good compliance
record.

7. EPA proposes to expand the
Existing Permit’s baseline study to
include all new facilities.

8. EPA proposes to include a new
study that will involve collecting
ambient data to determine the effect of
large volume produced water discharges
on Cook Inlet.

9. EPA proposes to expand the
permit’s discharge prohibition near
protected areas, coastal marshes, and
deltas.

10. EPA proposes to change the
permit number from AKG-28-5000 to
AKG-31-5000.

Regulated entities. The Proposed
Permit regulates discharges from oil and
gas extraction facilities located in Cook
Inlet (e.g., coastal and offshore oil and
gas extraction platforms and certain
shore-based facilities); however, other
types of facilities may also be subject to
the conditions and limitations set forth
in the Proposed Permit. To determine
whether your facility, company,
business, organization, etc., may be
affected by today’s action, you should
carefully examine the applicability
criteria in Part I of the Proposed Permit.
Questions on the permit’s application to
specific facilities may also be directed to
Ms. Shaw at the telephone number or
address listed above.

The permit contains conditions and
limitations that conform to the Offshore
and Coastal Subcategories of the Oil and
Gas Extraction Point Source Effluent
Limitations Guidelines set forth in 40
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CFR part 435, subparts A and D, as well
as additional requirements that ensure
that regulated discharges will not cause
unreasonable degradation of the marine
environment, as required by section
403(c) of the Clean Water Act (i.e., the
Ocean Discharge Criteria), 33 U.S.C.
1343(c). Specific information on the
derivation of those limitations and
conditions is contained in the fact sheet.

Other Legal Requirements

National Environmental Policy Act.
Because the proposed permit will cover
new sources (development and
production facilities) in Cook Inlet, the
permit is subject to the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).
Based on the EA and consideration of
the proposed NPDES permit conditions,
and in accordance with the guidelines
for determining the significance of
proposed federal actions (40 CFR
1508.27) and EPA criteria for initiating
an Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) (40 CFR 6.605), EPA has
concluded that the proposed NPDES
permit will not result in significant
effect on the human environment. The
proposed permit will not significantly
affect land use patterns or population,
wetlands or flood plains, threatened or
endangered species, farmlands,
ecologically critical areas, historic
resources, air quality, water quality,
noise levels, and fish and wildlife
resources. It will also not conflict with
approved local, regional, or state land
use plans or policies. The proposed
permit also conforms with all applicable
Federal statutes and executive orders.
As aresult of these findings, EPA has
determined that an EIS will not be
prepared.

Oil Spill Requirements. Section 311 of
the Act, 33 U.S.C. 1321, prohibits the
discharge of oil and hazardous materials
in harmful quantities. Routine
discharges specifically controlled by the
Proposed Permit are excluded from the
provisions of CWA Section 311, 33
U.S.C. 1321. However, the Proposed
Permit does not preclude the institution
of legal action, or relieve permittees
from any responsibilities, liabilities, or
penalties for other unauthorized
discharges of oil and hazardous
materials, which are covered by section
311.

Endangered Species Act. Section 7 of
the Endangered Species Act requires
Federal agencies to consult with NOAA
Fisheries and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) if their actions have
the potential to either beneficially or
adversely affect any threatened or
endangered species.

EPA has determined that the
Proposed Permit is not likely to

adversely affect any threatened or
endangered species. During the NEPA
process, EPA has initiated consultation
with NOAA Fisheries and USFWS in
order to meet its obligations under the
Endangered Species Act. A Biological
Evaluation (BE) was submitted to NOAA
Fisheries and USFWS for review on
January 23, 2006. The fact sheet and the
Proposed Permit will be also submitted
to NOAA Fisheries and USFWS for
review during the public comment
period. EPA will obtain concurrence
with its determination from NOAA
Fisheries and USFWS prior to issuing
the final permit.

Essential Fish Habitat (“EFH”). The
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
requires EPA to consult with NOAA
Fisheries when a proposed discharge
has the potential to adversely affect an
EFH. EPA is consulting with NOAA
Fisheries to ensure that the discharges
authorized by the Proposed Permit are
not likely to adversely affect an EFH or
associated species. An EFH assessment
was sent on January 23, 2006 to NOAA
Fisheries for review. EPA will also
submit the fact sheet and the Proposed
Permit to NOAA Fisheries for review
during the public comment period.

Coastal Zone Management Act
(“CZMA”’). Pursuant to 40 CFR
122.49(d), requirements of the State
coastal zone management program must
be satisfied before the permit is issued.
EPA has determined that the activities
authorized by the Proposed Permit are
consistent with the Coastal Zone
Management Plan. EPA will seek
concurrence with this determination
from the Alaska Department of Natural
Resources (ADNR) prior to issuing the
final Proposed Permit.

Maritime Protection, Research, and
Sanctuaries Act (“MPRSA”’). No marine
sanctuaries, as designated by the
MPRSA, exist in the vicinity of the
Proposed Permit coverage area.
However, since state waters are
involved in the Proposed Permit
coverage area, the provisions of section
401 of the Act, 33 U.S.C. 1341, apply.
In accordance with 40 CFR 124.10(c)(1),
public notice of the Proposed Permit has
been provided to the State agencies that
have jurisdiction over fish, shellfish,
and wildlife resources.

Annex V of MARPOL (73/78 and 33
CFR 155.73). Under Annex V of
MARPOL, the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG)
has issued interim final regulations
under 33 CFR 151.73 to control the
disposal of garbage and domestic wastes
from fixed or floating platforms. These
regulations include those platforms
involved in the exploration,
development, and production

exploitation of oil and gas resources,
such as oil drilling rigs and production
platforms. These regulations also apply
to all oil platforms when these platforms
are located in navigable waters of the
U.S. or within the 200 mile Exclusive
Economic Zone. The Proposed Permit
prohibits the discharge of garbage (as
defined at 33 CFR part 151) within 12
miles of the nearest land. The term
garbage, as it is applied here, includes
operational and maintenance wastes.
Beyond 12 miles, the discharge of food
wastes that are ground so as to pass
through a 25 millimeter mesh screen,
incinerator ash, and non-plastic clinkers
will be permitted.

State Certification. Section 401 of the
Act, 33 U.S.C. 1341, requires EPA to
seek a certification from the State that
the conditions of the Proposed Permit
are stringent enough to comply with
State water quality standards. EPA
obtained a draft certification from the
Alaska Department of Environmental
Conservation on November 2, 2005,
which was revised on February 17,
2006. EPA intends to seek a final
certification from the State of Alaska
prior to issuing the final permit. When
the State issues certification, the State
may impose more stringent conditions
than are currently included in the
Proposed Permit to ensure compliance
with State water quality standards.

Executive Order 12291. The Office of
Management and Budget (OMB)
exempts this action from the review
requirements of Executive Order 12291
pursuant to section 8(b) of that Order.
Guidance on Executive Order 12866
contains the same exemptions on OMB
review as existed under Executive Order
12291. EPA, however, has prepared a
regulatory impact analysis in
connection with its promulgation of
guidelines on which a number of the
Proposed Permit’s provisions are based
and has submitted it to OMB for review
(see 58 FR 12494).

Paperwork Reduction Act. EPA has
reviewed the requirements imposed on
regulated facilities in the proposed
general permit under the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1980, 44 U.S.C. 3501
et seq. OMB has already approved most
of the Proposed Permit’s information
collection requirements in submissions
made for the NPDES permit program
under the provisions of the CWA. This
information has been assigned OMB
control number: No. 2040-0086 for
NPDES permit applications and No.
2040-0004 for the discharge monitoring
report form.

Regulatory Flexibility Act. After
review of the facts presented in the
notice of intent printed above, EPA
certifies, pursuant to the provisions of 5
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U.S.C. 605(b), that this Proposed Permit
will not have a significant impact on a
substantial number of small entities.
This certification is based on the fact
that the regulated parties have greater
than 500 employees and are not
classified as small businesses under the
Small Business Administration
regulations established at 49 FR 5023 et
seq. (February 9, 1984). These facilities
are classified as Major Group 13-0il
and Gas Extraction SIC 1311 Crude
Petroleum and Natural Gas.

Dated: February 17, 2006.
Paula vanHaagen,

Acting Director, Office of Water and
Watersheds.

[FR Doc. E6-2800 Filed 2—27-06; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

EXPORT-IMPORT BANK OF THE
UNITED STATES

Sunshine Act Meeting

ACTION: Notice an of open meeting of the
Board of Directors of the Export-Import
Bank of the United States.

TIME AND PLACE: Thursday, March 2,
2006 at 1:30 p.m. The meeting will be
held at Ex-Im Bank in Room 1143, 811
Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC
20571.

OPEN AGENDA ITEM: Small Business
Committee.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: The meeting will
be open to public participation.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Office of the Secretary, 811 Vermont
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20571
(Tele. No. 202-565—3957).

Howard A. Schweitzer,

General Counsel (Acting).

[FR Doc. 06—1925 Filed 2—24-06; 3:58 pm]|
BILLING CODE 6690-01-M

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Roland E. Smith, Secretary to the Farm
Credit System Insurance Corporation
Board, (703) 883—4009, TTY (703) 883—
4056.

ADDRESSES: Farm Credit System
Insurance Corporation, 1501 Farm
Credit Drive, McLean, Virginia 22102.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Parts of
this meeting of the Board will be open
to the public (limited space available)
and parts will be closed to the public.
In order to increase the accessibility to
Board meetings, persons requiring
assistance should make arrangements in
advance. The matters to be considered
at the meeting are:

Open Session
A. Approval of Minutes
e January 19, 2006 (Open).
B. Business Reports
e FCSIC Financial Report.
¢ Report on Insured Obligations.

¢ Quarterly Report on Annual
Performance Plan.

C. New Business
e Presentation of 2005 Audit Results.

Closed Session

A. FCSIC Report on System
Performance.

B. FCSIC Board Audit Committee
with External Auditor.

Dated: February 21, 2006.
Roland E. Smith,

Secretary, Farm Credit System Insurance
Corporation Board.

[FR Doc. E6—-2768 Filed 2—27-06; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6710-01-P

FARM CREDIT SYSTEM INSURANCE
CORPORATION

Farm Credit System Insurance
Corporation Board; Regular Meeting

AGENCY: Farm Credit System Insurance
Corporation Board; Regular Meeting.
SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given of the
regular meeting of the Farm Credit
System Insurance Corporation Board
(Board).

DATE AND TIME: The meeting of the Board
will be held at the offices of the Farm
Credit Administration in McLean,
Virginia, on March 9, 2006, from 10 a.m.
until such time as the Board concludes
its business.

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

[Report No. AUC-06-65—-C (Auction No. 65);
DA 06-376]

Auction of 800 MHz Air-Ground
Radiotelephone Service Licenses;
Comment Sought on Additional
Payment Component of Default
Payments for Auction No. 65

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This document seeks
comments on additional payment
component of default payments for the
auction of new nationwide commercial
Air-Ground Radiotelephone Service
licenses in the 800 MHz band (Auction
No. 65), scheduled to commence on
May 10, 2006.

DATES: Comments are due on or before
March 7, 2006 and reply comments are
due on or before March 14, 20086.
ADDRESSES: Comments and reply
comments must be sent by electronic
mail to the following address:
auctions65@fcc.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
legal questions: Brian Carter at (202)
418-0660. For general auction
questions: Jeff Crooks at (202) 418-0660.
For service rules questions: Erin
McGrath or Richard Arsenault (legal); or
Jay Jackson or Moslem Sawez
(technical) at (202) 418-0620.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This is a
summary of the Supplemental Auction
No. 65 Comment Public Notice released
on February 21, 2006. The complete text
of the Supplemental Auction No. 65
Comment Public Notice, including
attachments and related Commission
documents is available for public
inspection and copying from 8 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday or
from 8 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. on Friday at
the FCC Reference Information Center,
Portals II, 445 12th Street, SW., Room
CY-A257, Washington, DC 20554. The
Supplemental Auction No. 65 Comment
Public Notice and related Commission
documents may also be purchased from
the Commission’s duplicating
contractor, Best Copy and Printing, Inc.
(BCPI), Portals II, 445 12th Street, SW.,
Room CY-B402, Washington, DC,
20554, telephone 202-488-5300,
facsimile 202—488-5563, or you may
contact BCPI at its Web site: http://
www.BCPIWEB.com. When ordering
documents from BCPI please provide
the appropriate FCC document number
for example, DA 06-376. The
Supplemental Auction No. 65 Comment
Public Notice and related documents are
also available on the Internet at the
Commission’s Web site: http://
wireless.fcc.gov/auctions/65/.

1. On January 10, 2006, in the Auction
No. 65 Comment Public Notice, 71 FR
3513, January 23, 2006, the Wireless
Telecommunications Bureau (‘“Bureau”)
announced the auction of new
nationwide commercial Air-Ground
Radiotelephone Service licenses in the
800 MHz band and sought comment on
procedures for the auction of these
licenses (Auction No. 65). Auction No.
65 is scheduled to commence on May
10, 2006.

2. After the release of the Auction No.
65 Comment Public Notice, the
Commission released the CSEA/Part 1
Report and Order, 71 FR 6214, February
7, 2006, in which it modified
§1.2104(g)(2) of its rules. This
provision, which is part of the
Commission’s general competitive
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