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 Appendix D: Habitat Projects
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Project Type: restoration, education/outreach
Project Goal: Marginal farmland was retired into black walnut and wildlife habitat.
Project Status: complete
Narrative:  In the agricultural communities of southern Ontario, an educational and
influential tool has been developed to demonstrate how various habitat protection and
restoration features can be integrated into a working farm.  These landowners have established
a series of land stewardship activities that blend the natural landscape into a modern
farming operation in the Rondeau Bay area of Chatham-Kent.
Project Actions:
• Marginal farmland was retired into black walnut and wildlife habitat. Productive portions

of the farm were converted into 100% no till soil conservation management systems.
• Eroded areas of the farm were improved through use of grassed waterways and drop

inlets.
• This farm is a living example of modern conservation farming with the aim of sustaining

the soil resources to maintain crop profitability.  It has demonstrated internationally the
practicality and value of conservation farming.

Project Partners: National Soil Conservation Program, Land Stewardship I, Land
Stewardship II, Landowners John and Peter Cummings, Woodlands Improvement Agreement
Program, Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources.
Additional Details: This farm is in the Rondeau Bay area, with the highest potential of
anywhere in Ontario for delivery of phosphorus to Lake Erie, so conservation efforts have
dramatic effects. Adjacent waters are highly valued waterfowl staging areas, and a
neighboring landowner is re-establishing tall grass prairie as upland migratory bird habitat.
Similar Projects: The Essex County Demonstration Farm is operated by the Essex Region
Conservation Authority and Essex Soil and Crop Improvement Association in partnership
with more than 30 organizations and individuals.  The Johnson Farm in Kent County is a
Land Conservation Model.  The Sinclair-Campbell Ducks Unlimited project demonstrates
conservation tillage and a variety of other conservation techniques to reduce impact of soil
erosion and run-off into neighboring Big Creek and Long Point marshes.
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Project Type: new tool/technology demonstration, restoration, education/outreach
Project Goals: Innovative soil bioengineering techniques for stream and riparian zone
restoration will restore fish and wildlife habitat as well as reduce pollutant loadings from
urbanized areas within the Cuyahoga River Area of Concern.
Project Status: ongoing
Narrative: The Cuyahoga River suffers from a loss of biodiversity as evidenced in historical
data on fish populations documented in the Cuyahoga River Remedial Action Plan.
Sampling in the early 1990s showed significant progress toward recovery of aquatic habitat,
however, conditions still do not meet the requirements for the state warmwater habitat
designation.  The greatest stresses to wildlife habitat and impacts to biodiversity are habitat
destruction and the alteration of physical processes such as channelization, floodplain
development, damming, etc.  The consequence is the degraded riparian condition of the
watershed including loss of streambank vegetation, loss of buffer zones, and accelerated
stream bank erosion.  This project is demonstrating effective streambank restoration using
innovative soil bioengineering techniques in several communities throughout the Area of
Concern.  In addition, municipal engineers, planners, local decision makers and landowners
are being shown the new technologies and benefits.
Project Actions:
• A series of workshops were held to teach local engineers, planners and decision makers

to use bioengineering techniques to restore degraded streambanks.
• Demonstration projects were implemented at several sites throughout the Area of Concern.
• A homeowner/backyard stewardship program will be developed and implemented to

teach residents about the restoration projects and to convey the importance of protecting
the riparian zone.
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Project Partners: Biohabitats, Inc., Cuyahoga River Community Planning Organization,
City of Cleveland, City of Seven Hills, Cleveland Metroparks, Environmental Design
Group, Inc, Metroparks Serving Summit County, Cuyahoga and Summit Soil and Water
Conservation Districts, Municipal Engineers Association of Northeast Ohio, Northeast
Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency, Northeast Ohio Four County Planning and
Development Organization, Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District, Ohio Environmental
Protection Agency, Natural Resource Conservation Service, Ohio Department of Natural
Resources, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. EPA, Village of Highland Hills.
Additional Needs: Project action one is completed.  Project actions two and three are in
progress.  Additional funding will be needed for streambank restoration beyond the
demonstration phase to restore as much of the Cuyahoga River as possible.
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Project Type: assessment/research, restoration, monitoring
Project Goal: Watershed rehabilitation to increase stream velocity, stabilize banks and
remove barriers to fish movement.
Project Status: complete
Narrative:  Like many streams in southern Ontario, D’Aubigny Creek was degraded by
poor agricultural practices, railways, urban development and beavers, all of which left a
heavy accumulation of sediment on the streambed, eroded banks, decreased stream flow
and warmed stream temperatures.  Extensive rehabilitation has occurred along the entire
length of the stream through a community-based partnership.  Stream temperatures decreased,
sand and silt were flushed from the substrate, water quality has improved and trout are
found in a larger portion of the creek.
Project Actions:
• A stream assessment showed that the creek’s potential for fisheries habitat improvements

was excellent due to the existing groundwater resources.
• Pauline Johnson Collegiate Vocational School incorporated the rehabilitation of

D’Aubigny Creek into their grade 12 Environmental Studies curriculum.
• Students have removed flow impeding debris from the stream and built bank stabilization

structures out of logs.
• 51 tonnes of rock was placed in the stream to build vortex weirs and meander the creek

channel.
• Students also planted trees along the stream establishing and expanding buffer strips.
• The Brantford Steelheaders built lunker structures for fish cover, added cobble to the

stream, planted trees and removed instream debris.
• The project has also included a comprehensive monitoring program in order to assess

changes in the entire creek ecosystem. Habitat assessment, stream temperature, fish
population, water quality, stream channel characteristics and flows have been monitored
by the Steelheaders and other community partners, since 1990.

Project Partners: Pauline Johnson Collegiate Vocational School, Brantford Steelheaders,
Grand River Conservation Authority, Ministry of Natural Resources, Brant Nature Club,
Environmental Youth Corps, Brant Waterways, Canada Trust - Friends of the Environment
Foundation, Izaak Walton Flyfishers Club (Toronto), Ministry of Natural Resources
Community Fisheries Involvement Program.
Additional Details: This creek flows into the Grand River, a major tributary of Lake Erie.
Similar Projects: Stream buffers, streambank stabilization projects, restoration and in-
stream improvements have been undertaken in numerous locations across the Lake Erie
watershed, particularly in Norfolk County where development and intense agriculture
historically degraded conditions.
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Project Type: inventory, assessment/research
Project Goal: To inventory and describe the physical characteristics of remaining habitat
for fish and wildlife in the Detroit River.
Project Status: ongoing
Narrative: Through field surveys and low-altitude aerial photography, remaining habitat
for fish and wildlife in the Detroit River will be inventoried.  Candidate sites will be placed
into two categories: functional habitat to be protected from impairment, and impaired,
non-functional, habitat to be restored and enhanced.  Green areas not converted to other
land uses will be located along the riverfront in Michigan waters and further characterized
and investigated using field surveys and conversations with local residents.  All candidate
sites will be ranked in order of priority.  Recommendations for protection and existing
restoration measures will be outlined.
Project Actions:
• Determine the number, location, and extent of remaining functional and impaired

candidate sites of fish and wildlife habitat.
• Characterize the sites’ present fish and wildlife resource value and function.
• Evaluate the potential of each site for protection and remediation.
• Prioritize sites in functional and impaired categories for remediation using existing

ranking system.
Project Partners: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Ducks Unlimited, Grosse Ile Nature
Conservancy and Land Trust, Grosse Ile Conservation Club, Trenton Sportman Club,
Downriver Walleye Federation, American Heritage River Initiative, Midwest Natural
Resources Group, Waterways for Wildlife Project.
Additional Needs: Funding will be needed to implement restoration of the priority sites.
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Project Type: assessment/research, inventory
Project Goal: A comprehensive rehabilitation plan for Detroit River lake sturgeon.
Project Status: ongoing
Narrative:  Because lake sturgeon live a long time and are bottom feeders, they are a
potential indicator species for monitoring tissue contaminant levels and fish habitat.  The
Detroit River and sediments are heavily contaminated and fish habitat is impaired.  Little
is known about remnant Detroit River lake sturgeon populations.  Understanding lake
sturgeon population dynamics, habitat requirements at all life stages, and the dynamics
between sturgeon and contaminant levels will provide the basis for a comprehensive plan
to rehabilitate lake sturgeon populations.  If the lake sturgeon and its habitat can be
rehabilitated, the resulting benefit to Detroit River fisheries in general will be a targeted
approach to eliminating beneficial use impairments to fish and wildlife habitat.
Project Actions:
• Gather lake sturgeon spawning, nursing, feeding, resting and migration information in

the Detroit River in order to determine habitat needs.
• Evaluate the physical, chemical, and biological aspects of current or potential lake

sturgeon habitat in the Detroit River.
• Research how exposure to contaminated sediments affects sturgeon growth and survival.
• Formulate a restoration plan for lake sturgeon in collaboration with regional fishery

management authorities.
Project Partners: U.S. Geological Survey/Biological Resources Division, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Great Lakes Fishery Commission, Michigan Department of Natural
Resources, Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources.
Additional Needs: Funding has been secured for initial research for the first action.  This
will be completed in 2002.  Additional funding will be needed for the three other actions.
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Project Type: education/outreach
Project Goal: To increase the awareness of the Toledo public regarding the Oak Openings
natural areas.
Project Status: ongoing
Narrative: This project will: develop and implement a marketing and outreach campaign
which evaluates the awareness and knowledge level of local residents regarding the Oak
Openings; develop a professional marketing strategy and campaign to inform and engage
local residents as to the importance of the Oak Openings as a unique natural area; implement
an Oak Openings marketing campaign; conduct a market evaluation to gauge effectiveness;
and, restore two to three small sites as visual examples of the messages disseminated through
the marketing campaign.
Project Partners: The Nature Conservancy.
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Project Type: restoration
Project Goal: To identify high priority habitat restoration sites for the Essex region, and
develop and implement restoration plans for these sites.
Project Status: ongoing
Narrative:  Through remote sensing and field surveys, remaining fish and wildlife habitats
have been identified and mapped for parts of the Essex region’s Lake Erie watershed;
unmapped areas are presently being mapped.  Using known ecological principles, high
priority restoration and enhancement opportunities are identified.  These opportunities,
when implemented, will confer an immediate and significant benefit to the biodiversity
and ecosystem health of the local landscape.  Once high priority sites are identified, landowner
agreements are obtained, restoration plans are developed, and implementation is undertaken.
Project Actions:
• Determine the location and extent of remaining fish and wildlife habitats.
• Identify high priority fish and wildlife habitat enhancement opportunities.
• Provide associated recommendations regarding relative priority of habitat types for
restoration, habitat targets, etc.
Project Partners: Essex Region Conservation Authority, Environment Canada, Canada
Trust Friends of the Environment Foundation, Essex County Stewardship Network, Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources, Ontario Ministry of the Environment, Ducks Unlimited
Canada, University of Windsor, Essex County Field Naturalists Club, Citizens Environment
Alliance, CAW Windsor Regional Environmental Council, Essex County Federation of
Agriculture, Essex County Woodlot Owners Association, Little River Enhancement Group,
Project Green, Canadian Wildlife Service, Carolinian Canada, County of Essex, City of
Windsor, Town of LaSalle, Town of Amherstburg.
Additional Needs: Funding for ongoing restoration projects at high priority sites.
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Project Type: restoration, protection, planning/coordination/collaboration, education/
outreach
Project Goal: Coordination and support for grassroots watershed groups.
Project Status: ongoing
Narrative: The Friends of Watersheds program provides central coordination and support
for grassroots Friends of Watersheds groups throughout the Essex region.  Volunteer habitat
restoration and enhancement projects (e.g. cleanups, tree plantings, etc.) are also undertaken
through this program.  Funding for the program presently expires early in 2000.
Project Partners: Essex Region Conservation Authority, Friends of Watersheds.
Project Needs: Approximately $52,000 per year.
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Additional Details: The wetland perimeter will be enhanced by upland restoration using
native trees, shrubs, wildflowers and grasses.
Similar Projects: Wetland enhancement projects, typically including tree plantings and
wild rice establishment, are undertaken in a number of locations in the watershed, including
campgrounds and sportsmen’s clubs.
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Project Type: inventory, assessment/research, new tool/technology demonstration
Project Goal: Maps that identify key migratory songbird concentrations in nearshore
habitats along the eastern Lake Erie and Lake Ontario shorelines.  These maps will help
determine habitat conservation priorities.
Project Status: ongoing
Narrative:  Because the Great Lakes are barriers to migrating songbirds, nearshore habitats
function as stopover areas.  Not all shoreline stopover areas are of equal importance.
Furthermore, stopover areas frequented by a great number of songbirds may not be of high
quality, offering little in the way of energy replenishment.  Using a remote sensing technique
called Doppler radar, concentrations of songbirds along eastern Lake Erie and Lake Ontario
are being identified.  Subsequent to identification, songbirds will be captured to determine
stopover length and the quality of the habitat as it relates to energy replenishment.  The
high quality habitats will be identified, prioritized and the information disseminated to be
used for conservation planning.  Planning efforts will be better able to target areas where
beneficial uses are impaired.
Project Actions:
• Inventory migratory bird concentration areas in nearshore habitats.
• Assess stopover length and the changes in the condition of birds in different shoreline

types.
• Incorporate information into regional conservation plans.
Project Partners: SUNY-College of Environmental Science and Forestry, Braddock Bay
Bird Observatory, Genesee Land Trust, SUNY-Brockport, Clemson University, Bird Studies
Canada, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation.
Additional Needs: The first two actions are in progress and expected to be completed in
2002.  Additional resources will be needed to disseminate the information and incorporate
it into regional conservation plans.
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Project Type: protection, education/outreach
Project Goal: Protection of the fragile prairie and savannah ecosystems and resident rare
plant and animals populations while providing public access.
Project Status: ongoing
Narrative:  The greatest challenge facing the Ojibway Prairie and Savannah Complex is
changing the public’s perception of nature by providing access to natural areas, while
protecting fragile and globally rare plants and animals.  Intensive human activities in and
around the park have put stress on rare prairie and savannah habitats and consequently on
the wildlife dependent on them.  Public relations and education programs aimed at local
residents have brought people to the complex to explore and learn about the diversity of
plant and animal life that is thriving in this urban area.  Neighbors are participating in
naturalist field trips, bird-watching tours, and seasonal festivals, all designed to offer
opportunities to learn about how ecosystems function and contribute to the health of the
greater Lake Erie watershed.
Project Actions:
• Continue to manage Ojibway Prairie and Savannah Complex for its biodiverse plant and

animal populations and to maintain the functioning of these rare ecosystems.
• Offer opportunities for the public to take part in nature-oriented activities.
Project Partners: Ojibway Nature Centre and Complex, Windsor Department of Parks and
Recreation, Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources.
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Projects Needs: Both project actions are ongoing and long-term and will require continued
funds to maintain operations.
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Project Type: restoration
Project Goal: Restored Lake Erie watershed tributaries that contribute to the health of
native wildlife species and the lake itself.
Project Status: ongoing
Narrative:  One of the major agricultural enterprises within the Lake Erie drainage basin is
dairying.  Stream watering for livestock is an age-old practice for area farmers.  This direct
access of the cows to the streams provides the opportunity for direct discharge of manure
and soil erosion from the banks of the streams.  The consequences are pollution of the
waterway and the destruction of the ecosystem, including 20% of Pennsylvania’s rare and
endangered plant species, along the stream and tributaries leading to Presque Isle Bay and
Lake Erie.  Through landowner contact, progress is being made in restoring riparian corridors
leading to Lake Erie.  Using fencing, cattle are being kept from streams.  Streambanks are
then being replanted with native species.  The result is habitat for a variety of wildlife
species, including songbirds and waterfowl.
Project Actions:
• Fencing to exclude cattle from streams will be installed at selected sites pending landowner

involvement.
• Degraded ecosystems within the Lake Erie watershed will be restored, including the

reestablishment of indigenous plants along the riparian corridors of the tributaries to
Lake Erie.

Project Partners: Crawford Conservation District, Erie Conservation District, Natural
Resource Conservation Service, Penn Soil RC&D, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
Additional Needs: The above two action items are pilots.  Additional resources will be
needed to carry out the fencing and the restoration on additional sites.
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Project Type: inventory
Project Goal: Identification of plant communities in the Lake Erie drainage of Ohio in
order to better set priorities to protect habitat for rare plants.
Project Status: complete
Project Narrative: Prior to this project, the classification of plant communities in the Lake
Erie drainage of Ohio was incomplete or preliminary.  Most natural communities have been
transformed by timbering, agriculture, and urban and industrial development, leaving few
known high quality areas for the state’s rare plants.  This complete survey of plant
communities is helping resource managers to set priorities for habitat protection that will
benefit Ohio’s rare plants.
Project Actions:
• Review all plant community records.
• Conduct plant community surveys to document additional sites.
• Rank plant communities to assess their conservation priority as rare plant habitat.
Project Partners: Ohio Division of Natural Areas and Preserves, The Nature Conservancy
Great Lakes Program.
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Project Type: restoration
Project Goal: Improved water quality along the Portage River.
Project Status: ongoing
Narrative: A $300,000 grant was given to the Toledo Metropolitan Council of Governments
to provide incentives to landowners to install filter strips to prevent erosion along the
Portage River.  Water quality is expected to improve as a result.
Project Partners: Toledo Metropolitan Council of Governments, Ohio Environmental
Protection Agency, Portage River Basin Council.
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Project Type: restoration
Project Goal: The re-establishment of a viable native clam community in Metzger Marsh.
Project Status: ongoing
Narrative: One of the most devastating ecological problems resulting from the invasion of
the non-indigenous zebra mussel has been the virtual elimination of native unionid clams.
A large population of native clams was discovered in Metzger Marsh in 1996 after dewatering
to replace an eroded dike.  During dewatering, the clams were removed and placed in
aquaria.  Further field observations and laboratory experiments showed that warm summer
water temperatures and soft, silt-clay sediments common to wetlands trigger complete
burrowing of the clams.  This provides spatial separation that discourages the zebra mussels
from infesting and serves as a physical cleansing mechanism to remove any encrusted zebra
mussels.  Recent surveys failed to find any live unionids outside of the marsh in the littoral
zone of western Lake Erie.  This project is returning the 21 species of native clams to
Metzger Marsh with access to Lake Erie.  Wetlands such as Metzger Marsh may provide a
refugia for maintaining native clam stocks in waters colonized by zebra mussels.
Project Actions:
• The adult clams originally collected before dewatering were measured and tagged in

order to monitor their rate of survival.
• Growth rates of young native clams were monitored and will be compared to that of clams

released back into the marsh.
• Reproductive capability will be monitored for at least two years after reintroduction to

the marsh.
• Successful recruitment of juveniles into the marsh will be monitored.
Project Partners: U.S. Geological Service, Biological Resources Division
Additional Needs: The original project will be completed in 2000; however, additional
monitoring for long-term success will be needed for several years.
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Project Type: restoration
Project Goal: The wetlands and dunes of Presque Isle will be restored to support healthy
bird, amphibian and insect populations.
Project Status: ongoing
Narrative:  Presque Isle’s 3200 acres of wetlands and dunes have been impacted by a
variety of invasive plant species including tree of heaven, European white birch, Japanese
bittersweet, hairy willow herb, Japanese bush honeysuckle, purple loosestrife, Eurasian
watermilfoil, reed canary grass, Phragmites, curly pondweed, narrow-leaved cattails, and
hybrid cattails.  The invasions have turned species-rich habitats into monocultures or habitats
for just a few species that crowd out native species.  The result is a diminishment or
fragmentation of healthy habitats for native wildlife.  Eliminating non-indigenous invasive
species from Presque Isle is restoring and enhancing wetland and dune habitat for native
bird, amphibian and insect populations, and preventing further loss of wildlife habitat.
Project Actions:
• Draft a plan that addresses control techniques for management units on Presque Isle.
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• Use a variety of eradication techniques such as burning, cutting, hand removal, and
herbicides to eliminate non-indigenous invasive species from wetland and dune habitats.

• Monitor the effects of eradication techniques on native plant species.
• Monitor the effects of healthier wetland and dune habitats on bird, amphibian and insect

populations.
Project Partners: Presque Isle Partnership, Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources, Mercyhurst College, Cleveland Museum of Natural History, Penn State
University.
Additional Needs: A plan (Action 1) is in place and eradication at specific sites (Action 2)
has occurred.  Additional funds are needed to completely eradicate non-indigenous invasive
species throughout Presque Isle and monitor the effects on native plant species and on bird,
amphibian and insect populations (Actions 3 and 4).
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Project Type: restoration, new tool/technology demonstration, education/outreach
Project Goals: Sufficient habitat to reintroduce the endangered Karner blue butterfly,
extirpated from the Toledo, Ohio area since 1989.
Project Status: ongoing
Narrative: The Karner blue butterfly was extirpated from Toledo, Ohio in 1989 because of
the loss of its primary habitat, oak openings.  Oak openings are globally imperiled
communities that support a diversity of plants and animals.  Even more significant, loss of
oak openings has contributed to soil erosion and the resulting sedimentation of the Maumee
River.  In order to restore the integrity of remaining parcels of oak openings at various sites
in the region, restoration has been initiated on more than 300 acres.  Intensive land
management will restore critical habitat components for the Karner blue butterfly.
Reintroduction is expected by the year 2000.  In addition to the Karner blue, the habitat is
important for the frosted elfin and Persius dusky wing butterflies, both state endangered
species.  A targeted education outreach program is also being developed to promote
stewardship of public lands in the Toledo area.
Project Actions:
• Using the latest ecological restoration technologies, more than 300 acres will be

intensively managed, including invasive species removal, prescribed burning, and
planting and seeding.

• Baseline community plots will be monitored for critical Karner blue habitat components
and release sites selected.

• The Karner blue butterfly will be released and monitored as part of the endangered
species plan.

Project Partners: Toledo Metroparks, The Nature Conservancy, Ohio Department of Natural
Resources, University of Toledo, Bowling Green State University, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
Additional Needs: Actions 1 and 2 are in progress.  Monitoring of Karner blue for success
after release and continued management of restored sites will require additional funds.
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Project Type: planning/coordination/collaboration
Project Goal: To revise Springfield Township standards and ordinances so that native
vegetation plantings are encouraged in planning for development.
Project Status: ongoing
Narrative: This is a habitat project in Springfield Township, Michigan. Springfield Township
will work in five areas: 1) develop education materials about the project and the benefits of
using native vegetation, and provide a system for information dissemination to developers,
builders, landscape designers, suppliers and homeowners; 2) analyze existing Township
standards and ordinances for possible conflicts with native vegetation enhancement goals;
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3)develop proposed revisions to standards and ordinances that encourage integration of
native vegetation into design and development practices, such as stormwater management;
4) develop proposed guidelines for the protection and re-use of existing native vegetation
on sites being developed; and 5) develop a database of native plants appropriate for use in
the Township and identify sources for these plants.
Project Partners: Springfield Township, Oakland County, Michigan.
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Project Type: inventory/classification, planning/coordination/collaboration, restoration
Project Goal: Restored lakeplain prairies and oak openings within the St. Clair River delta
and the Algonac Area.
Project Status: ongoing
Narrative: The lakeplain prairies and oak openings within the St. Clair River delta and
Algonac area are globally imperiled coastal communities.  Less than 0.6 percent of
Michigan’s original lakeplain prairie and oak savanna communities remain.  Several sites,
including St. Clair Flats Game Area, Algonac State Park, and Dickinson and Harsens Islands,
harbor state-endangered or threatened species (11 plants, 7 animals), and the federally
threatened eastern prairie fringed orchid.  This is one of the best opportunities for restoration
of these community types. Restoration will benefit habitats closely associated with globally
rare species particularly along the shoreline.
Project Actions:
• An inventory and monitoring plan for the natural areas of St. Clair Flats Game Area,

Algonac State Park, and Dickinson and Harsens Islands is complete.
• Baseline inventories for plants and insects are being conducted.
• Restoration activities, including invasive species control and controlled burning, will

begin once inventories are complete.
• Public education and volunteer stewardship training will be needed to accomplish

restoration goals and raise public awareness of the resources.
Project Partners: Michigan Natural Heritage Program, Southeast Michigan Planning Council
of Governments, Michigan Waterways for Wildlife Council.
Additional Needs: Additional resources are needed for stewardship training and material
for public outreach.
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Project Type: restoration
Project Goal: Improve the health of the Toussaint River by instituting conservation practices.
Project Status: ongoing
Narrative:  This program offers financial incentives to install filter strips, set aside floodplain
lands, and use conservation tillage practices to improve the health of the river by reducing
sediment runoff and creating wildlife habitat.
Project Partners: Maumee RAP, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
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Project Type: assessment/research, inventory/classification, education/outreach
Project Goal: Measure historic and landscape changes and predict ecological and natural
resource impacts of proposed projects in master plans already approved by jurisdictions
along the Detroit River.
Project Status: ongoing
Narrative: Geographic analysis combines an understanding of the demographic, economic,
social, and geographic history of a region with the quantitative assessment of the spatial
patterns, trends and rates of land use change.  While goals of this program emphasize
present-day environmental issues and local concerns, the historical component is crucial to
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understand how the modern urban environment evolved.  By combining the analysis of
urban land use change with historical and geographic information, an urban biography
can be derived that integrates temporal layers of geographic information with the pace,
patterns, and extent of the urbanization process.  The resulting interpretation integrates
factors that drive, enable, shape, constrain, and sustain specific land use practices and
patterns, such as urban sprawl.
Project Actions:
• Document rates of changes in wetlands, farmlands, forests, and lakeplain prairie resulting

from transformation of the natural landscape into an urban environment in the Detroit-
Windsor corridor.

• Assess losses of fish habitat over time caused by changes in the channels of the Detroit
River, including increased water depth and cross-sectional area, as a result of numerous
navigation projects that deepened the river, armored the shoreline, and altered shallow,
gradually-sloping, littoral areas.

• Educate the public about the influences of human immigrations, water level fluctuations,
intensity of international trade, drainage laws, ship building, industrialization, wetland
protection by private and public agencies, and modern transportation on land use changes,
landscape morphology, and shoreline development.

Project Partners: U.S. Geological Survey, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, International Joint Commission,
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments, City of Detroit, City of Windsor, Essex
Region Conservation Authority, Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, Canada Fisheries
and Oceans, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Central Michigan University,
Grosse Ile Township, Greater Detroit American Heritage Rivers.
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Project Type: planning/coordination/collaboration, restoration, education/outreach
Project Goal: A community-based rehabilitation initiative of restoration projects undertaken
through voluntary action with funding and support and technical advice from dedicated
staff.
Project Status: proposed
Narrative: The current demand for community groups to work on a “backyard resource” is
huge. Agencies and public groups cannot meet the demand and interest in this type of
effort.  The public wants to be involved in local projects to improve water quality and build
a sense of environmental and community responsibility.  Previous efforts have been
tremendously successful in developing local stewardship of these precious resources and a
passion for working together for a common interest.  Funding would be put into a coordinated,
prioritized program to accommodate the level of interest.  Areas where plans for watercourses
or sub-watersheds are currently waiting to be implemented or have restoration initiatives
begun would have the highest priority.  The need to service this interest goes beyond the
urban fringes of the middle Grand River and will continue to grow as the public realizes that
technical advisors and funding are available.
Project Partners: Grand River Conservation Authority.
Project Needs: $150,000 for each of five years.
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Project Type: inventory/classification, assessment/research, education/outreach
Project Goal: To demonstrate the local and global significance of the biodiversity of the
Lake Huron-Lake Erie corridor.  To promote a broad-based understanding of the significance
of the region’s biodiversity.
Project Status: Proposed
Narrative: The Atlas will be a compendium of information about the ecology and geology
of the watersheds of the St. Clair River, Lake St. Clair, and the Detroit River.  It will explain
the geology of the area and delve into the various plant communities, including wetlands,
prairies, woodlands, and riparian and upland zones.  It will describe pre-European settlement
vegetation, give examples of those remnant plant communities still existing, and outline
steps we can take to protect and restore the resource for the future.  It will highlight how
these areas serve as important habitat for wildlife, and describe how they are an essential
convergence point for hundreds of thousands of waterfowl during their migration along
both the Atlantic and Mississippi flyways.
Project Actions:
• Identify, survey, describe, and map existing vegetative features along the Huron/Erie

corridor and Lake St. Clair.
• Describe the geology of the watersheds.
• Describe pre-European settlement vegetative conditions, and identify the remnants of

these communities.
• Highlight and explain the importance of this region as a major migration flyway.
• Produce an atlas that will be widely distributed to the public.
Project Partners: Wildlife Habitat Council, DTE Energy, U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Michigan Natural Features Inventory,
Greater Detroit American Heritage River Initiative, St. Clair River RAP, Clinton River RAP,
Lampten Stewardship Network, City of Detroit, Great Lakes Commission, Environment
Canada, Ontario Ministry of the Environment, Essex Region Conservation Authority.
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Project Type: assessment/research, inventory, restoration
Project Goal: Identification of cause and effect relationship between mercury contamination
and reproductive impairment.
Project Status: proposed
Narrative:  One of the major environmental problems in the Great Lakes ecosystem is the
potential ecological and human health impacts of chemicals that disrupt the endocrine
system and the immune system through chemical messengers known as hormones.  The
endocrine system is a network of glands and organs regulating many biological functions,
including growth, metabolism and reproduction.  Chemicals that elicit endocrine-disrupting
effects in animals include a wide range of organic compounds and pesticides.  Although
significant progress has been made in the rehabilitation of fish communities in the Great
Lakes in the past 25 years, fishery management agencies have been stocking lake trout into
the Great Lakes for several decades with little success.  Lack of sustained natural
reproduction of lake trout and other salmonids highlight the need for further rehabilitation.
Several factors, including bioaccumulation of contaminants in these fishes have been
suspected to be responsible for their lack of natural reproduction.  Mercury is a potential
endocrine disruptor in fish and is responsible for lakewide impairments in Erie.  The
proposed study will focus on the endocrine-disrupting effects of mercury, and the results
will be used to develop a model to help fishery managers predict reproductive potential of
lake trout in Lake Erie based on the fish’s mercury burden.  The results of the proposed
study can also be used to refine the beneficial use impairment assessments in the Lake Erie
LaMP.
Project Actions:
• Investigate the effect of methyl mercury on reproductive hormones (testosterone and

estrogen) and reproductive success of lake trout used by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and New York State Department of Environmental Conservation to stock Lake
Erie.

• Determine habitats in Lake Erie where lake trout populations will be most at risk of
mercury contamination.

• Develop an empirical model to predict reproductive success of lake trout exposed to
mercury contamination in Lake Erie.

Project Partners: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation, Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, U.S. Geological
Survey, and Buffalo State College.
Project Needs: Funding needed to accomplish project actions.
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Project Type: restoration
Project Goal: To replace a fishway located at the Caledonia Dam on the Grand River in
order to improve passage of the fish community over this barrier.
Project Status: proposed
Narrative:  The final design for this project has been completed and will emphasize the
provision of passage for non-jumping fish species such as walleye, bass, pike, mooneye,
crappie and various forage species.  The Grand River Fisheries Management Plan indicated
barriers to fish migration played a significant role in limiting fish production particularly
in the lower Grand River and ultimately in Lake Erie.  Fish needed access to high quality
habitat upstream as far as Brantford but could not negotiate the fishways at the Caledonia
Dam.  Thus far, more than $50,000 has been invested in biological investigations and
engineering design to develop the best available fishway.  Cost estimates range from
$400,000 to $500,000 and corporate sponsors are actively being sought to participate in
this venture.  Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources has committed significant funds to the
building of this fishway if partner funds can be secured.
Project Partners: Grand River Conservation Authority, Ontario Ministry of Natural
Resources.
Project Needs: $150,000 in the year 2000.
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Project Type: assessment/research, inventory/classification
Project Goal: A completed ecological risk assessment of the Detroit River.
Project Status: proposed
Narrative: The initial focus of this project would be to conduct an ecological risk assessment
of the entire Detroit River with an objective of evaluating the environmental and human
health impacts of pollutants in the river.  Cleanup actions are often triggered by human
health standards, which differ from toxicity standards for benthic communities.  Currently,
there is no mechanism in place to address lower levels of contaminants in sediments under
traditional federal regulatory authorities, so damage must be evaluated on a case-by-case
basis using risk assessment tools.  In order to move toward delisting degradation of benthos
as an use impairment, a risk assessment is necessary to evaluate and establish authority over
impaired areas that are below existing regulatory levels.  This project would evaluate the
entire river in order to understand the dynamics of the system and associated problems.
Project Partners: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Environment Canada, U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, Great Lakes Institute for Environmental Research, U.S. Geological
Survey, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources.
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Project Type: inventory, assessment/research, education/outreach
Project Goal: To provide an easy, reliable, cost-effective, and accessible mechanism for
distribution of a wide variety of standardized and geo-referenced data sets to stakeholders
for spatial data analysis and thematic mapping purposes.
Project Status: proposed
Narrative: The Lake Huron/Lake Erie corridor is comprised of the St. Clair, Lake St. Clair,
and Detroit River.  The rivers are Areas of Concern (AOCs).  In 1996, the third priority
recommendation of the Detroit River RAP report was to develop a geographic information
system (GIS) for the St. Clair/Detroit River AOCs.  It was recognized that timely access to
accurate spatial data in a GIS is a key tool for efficient and cost-effective decision making.
Addressing the information needs outlined in the RAPs with a comprehensive GIS will
greatly assist the environmental restoration goals of the Lake Erie LaMP.  Along with
addressing LaMP goals, GIS analysis and mapping would be instrumental in spills planning,
the binational Lake Huron/Erie corridor monitoring strategy, habitat and biodiversity
location mapping, and the Greater America Heritage Rivers historic features mapping.
Available data sets on commercial, industrial, and environmental information, as well as
habitat, cultural, transportation, hydrologic, and physical landform features would also be
assembled and disseminated.  The tool will provide a solid foundation for inter-agency
spatial data sharing and collaboration across the region.
Project Actions:
• Develop and distribute a survey to United States and Canadian agencies responsible for

AOC and Lake St. Clair remediation and habitat restoration efforts.  The survey would
evaluate data availability, cost of procurement, data needs and presentation standards
required to assist stakeholders with Huron/Lake Erie corridor projects.

• Develop data processing and presentation protocols based on the survey.
• Process data and design customized mapping tools for standard mapping presentations.
• Distribute standardized data layers and mapping tools on CD-ROM media to stakeholder

agencies.
• Disseminate information and mapping tools to the general public via Internet from a

website and server located at Eastern Michigan University CEITA lab.
Project Partners: Eastern Michigan University, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, National
Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), U.S. Geological Survey, Great
Lakes Commission, Southeast Michigan Council of Governments, University of Windsor-
GLIER, Environment Canada, Ontario Ministry of the Environment, Essex Region
Conservation Authority.
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Project Type: restoration, education/outreach
Project Goal: To re-engineer the Detroit River and Belle Isle with soft shorelines to provide
fish spawning habitat.
Project Status: proposed
Narrative: A Natural Resource Conservation Service staff person is needed to work in the
Detroit metro area, particularly on Belle Isle, to offer assistance in re-engineering the
shoreline.  Currently, much of the shoreline is hardened, having little value as fish habitat.
Re-engineering the shoreline to include soft shoreline would expand fish spawning habitat.
Project Partners: Natural Resource Conservation Service, Detroit American Heritage Rivers,
City of Detroit.
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Project Type: education/outreach
Project Goal: Hold a conference that brings together ephemeral wetland and amphibian
experts to compile information on the decline of ephemeral wetlands in the area and the
effect on amphibian populations.
Project Status: proposed
Narrative: Ephemeral wetlands are critical ecosystems throughout the Great Lakes and the
Midwest.  Loss of these wetlands is contributing to an overall decline in amphibians.  This
conference would bring together ephemeral wetland and amphibian experts to share
information and disseminate this information to a wider audience, thus laying the foundation
for protection and restoration work.
Partners: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, other federal and state agencies.
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Project Type: restoration, monitoring, planning/coordination/collaboration
Project Goal: Restore a naturally reproducing lake trout population in the eastern basin of
Lake Erie that will eventually yield an annual harvestable surplus.
Project Status: proposed
Narrative: The current lake trout restoration effort in Lake Erie began in 1976.  Several
strains of lake trout are raised to yearlings at the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service Allegheny
National Fish Hatchery.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation stock the yearlings at several locations in the
lake.  Assessments of the lake trout population have shown a decline in juvenile lake trout
abundance since 1994 in Lake Erie.  These observations have resulted in questions about
the post-stocking survival of the hatchery reared fish.  Is this due to changes in the quality
of the stocked fish or have changes in the lake resulted in lower survival during the first
year?  Factors that may be responsible for post stocking lake trout mortality include stress
due to transport and stocking, change in water quality, predation, and availability of food
for the stocked fish.  The stresses with stocking include transport in aerated truck tanks for
several hours, release through hoses into the water, and changes in water chemistry.  It is
likely that any mortality from stocking would occur within a few days.  The purpose of this
study is to get a more accurate measure of the mortality associated with the stress of
stocking the yearling lake trout.  Holding the fish in net pens will eliminate increased risk
of mortality due to predation on potentially stressed fish.  Keeping the fish for a short period
will rule out lack of food as a cause of mortality.  Measurement of water chemistry parameters
may identify potential causes of mortality.
Project Actions:
• Stock yearling lake trout following standard stocking protocol into several net pens and

monitor mortality for a 48 hour period before releasing into the lake.
• Conduct study for two to three years and include strain and site differences.
• Develop a model to predict stocking mortality and stocking density needed to produce

and maintain a naturally reproducing lake trout population.
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Project Partners: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, New York Department of Environmental
Conservation, Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, U.S. Geological Survey/Biological
Resources Division, Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources.
Additional Needs: Funds are needed to increase the number of replicates and include
assessment of each strain stocked in Lake Erie.
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Project Type: habitat assessment/inventory/classification
Project Goals: 1) Locate and characterize hibernation sites used by adult Lake Erie water
snakes on Kelleys, South Bass, Middle Bass, and North Bass Islands.  This information is
lacking and is needed for effective recovery plan development.  2) Characterize seasonal
activity patterns of adult Lake Erie water snakes, especially the time of entry into and
emergence from hibernation. This period of the life cycle may represent a time of increased
vulnerability to human disturbance and natural enemies.  3) Characterize movement patterns
of adult Lake Erie water snakes throughout the active season.  Although previous data
suggest that Lake Erie water snakes are fairly site specific, occasional documentation of
snakes moving between islands and study sites occurs.  In addition, many marked snakes
are never recaptured, pointing to a need for more complete understanding of adult movement
patterns.  Once this data is obtained it will allow determination of the required habitat size
needed to effectively protect the Lake Erie water snake. 4) Characterize the foraging
behavior of adult Lake Erie water snakes.  Although diet composition data are available,
less is known about foraging locations and the length and frequency of foraging bouts.
Boat traffic and other human activities may have an impact on the snakes that forage in the
nearshore waters of Lake Erie.  5) Locate and characterize sites used by pregnant female
snakes when giving birth.
Project Status: proposed
Narrative: The Lake Erie water snake is one of many wildlife species classified as impaired
in the Lake Erie LaMP wildlife assessment.  On August 30, 1999, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service listed the Lake Erie water snake as threatened under the Endangered Species Act.  A
species is designated as threatened if it is likely to become in danger of extinction within
the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant portion of its range.  Recent data show
that the number of snakes per kilometer of shoreline has declined dramatically at key study
sites - by 75% on North Bass Island and by 81% on Middle Bass Island.  The current
estimate for the U.S. population ranges from 1,520 to 2,030 adults.  The Lake Erie water
snake is primarily limited to 22 islands and rock outcroppings in western Lake Erie that are
more than 1 mile from the Ohio and Canadian mainland.  There are relatively few Lake Erie
water snakes on the mainland and they often interbreed with other snake in these situations.
Stated another way, 95% of the Lake Erie water snake population is currently restricted to
an area with a diameter of less than 20 km (25 miles).  The Lake Erie water snake uses habitat
composed of shorelines that are rocky or contain limestone/dolomite shelves and ledges
for sunning and shelter.  The population suffers from three problems: 1) declines in population
density, 2) current reproduction and survival rates appear insufficient to allow the population
to increase to levels higher than existing vulnerable threshholds, and 3) low population
densities and insular distribution make it vulnerable to extinction or extirpation.  This
project is designed to answer research questions so that a recovery plan can be developed.
Project Actions:
• Radio transmitters will be implanted in 20 adult males and 25 adult females, which will

allow tracking for a 2-year period.  The females will be captured while pregnant and
maintained in captivity until they give birth.  Then the transmitters will be implanted and
they will be released.

• Throughout the course of this study, non-telemetered snakes will be captured, marked
with subcutaneous PIT tags, measured, and released to provide updated census data. This
includes the young born to the above-mentioned females.

Project Partners: Potentially U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Northern Illinois University,
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Ohio Department of Natural Resources - Divisions of Wildlife and Parks and Recreation,
The Ohio State University - F. T. Stone Laboratory, and Ohio Sea Grant.  Discussions with
all potential project partners have not occurred due to current lack of funding.
Project Needs:  1) Project Funding of approximately $130,000 is needed over a 5-year
period ($50,000 for each of the first 2 years, and $10,000 for each of the remaining 3 years).
The major expenses include radio transmitters and tracking equipment, PIT tags, and other
field equipment, travel, and personnel costs for the people tracking the snakes.  2) Linking
Research - The Lake Erie LaMP Animal Deformities or Reproductive Problems Assessment
indicates that Lake Erie water snake is exposed to considerable PCB levels in its diet from
western Lake Erie.  A Canadian study of biological effects of PCB exposure in Lake Erie
water snakes at Pelee Island is underway.  Because the proposed study of U.S. Lake Erie
water snakes calls for handling many snakes, it may present a potential opportunity to
expand research about PCB exposure effects into the U.S. population.  3) If desired, a subset
of the Lake Erie water snakes born to the females in captivity could be used to repopulate
Green and West Sister Islands.
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Project Type: restoration
Project Goal: Create and manage mudflat habitats for migratory bird species in Point Pelee
National Park and Hillman Marsh Conservation Area.
Project Status: proposed
Narrative: Point Pelee National Park and Hillman Marsh Conservation Area are important
stopover sites for migratory bird species on the Mississippi Flyway.  While marsh habitat is
abundant at Hillman, mudflat habitat is under-represented both at the Conservation Area
and regionally.  The restoration project will involve the creation of managed mudflat
habitats through elevation modifications and water level controls to create one of the
premier mudflat habitats in the Mississippi Flyway portion of the Great Lakes basin.
Project Partners: Essex Region Conservation Authority.
Additional Needs: Cost for this project is $250,000.
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Project Type: monitoring, planning/coordination/collaboration
Project Goal: Provide a standardized lakewide database describing lower trophic levels.
Project Status: proposed
Narrative:  Ecosystem change associated with zebra and quagga mussels, and phosphorus
control has substantially altered the productive potential of the Lake.  The amount of food
at the base of Lake Erie’s food web, as measured by phytoplankton production and
chlorophyll a, has declined 49-90% since 1991 and may now be limiting the production
of important fish species. Understanding the effects of changes in the environment and the
food web, and their respective influences on the composition and productivity of the fish
community are imperative for the sustainable management of fisheries in Lake Erie and
elsewhere. This long-term, lakewide database describing lower trophic levels will be an
invaluable resource to managers and researchers in modelling the Lake Erie ecosystem.
Recognizing the extent of ecosystem change, and linking it to fisheries production will
enable managers to seek conservative actions to ensure the fisheries remain sustainable in
light of changing environmental conditions.  The present paucity of information collected
in a standardized and lakewide fashion limits our present ability to adaptively manage the
resource during this period of transition. The coordinated, interagency approach, including
the maintenance of a centralized database will ensure all information is available to all
interested parties through the Forage Task Group report presented annually to the Great
Lakes Fishery Commission.  Sample processing will be coordinated through a minimum
number of contractors to ensure consistency.  Preliminary work was conducted in 1999.
Project Actions:
• Identified approximately 20 stations scattered throughout the lake.
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• Collection of samples annually from May through September by each participating
agency.

• Laboratory analysis of phosphorus, chlorophyll a, phytoplankton and zooplankton
identification and biomass calculation, and benthic invertebrates.

• Maintenance of a centralized database. All information will be available to all interested
parties through the Forage Task Group annual report.

Project Partners: Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Michigan Department of Natural
Resources, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation, Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, U.S. Geological Survey/Biological
Resources Division, Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources.
Additional Needs: Although each participating agency will support the field collection of
samples, a long-term source of funding is still needed for laboratory analysis.
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Project Type: restoration
Project Goal: Provide technical support and financial incentives for land stewardship
activities which would address water quality and fish habitat degradation problems
throughout the Grand River, Ontario watershed.
Project Status: proposed
Narrative: The intention of this proposed project is to reverse water quality and habitat
losses due to nonpoint sources of sediment and nutrients.  These improvements would be
carried out through a coordinated program of streambank buffer development, instream
rehabilitation, wetland creation, livestock access restriction, tree planting and education
packages.  The priority would be to undertake projects where impacts are the greatest and
the potential for improvement is the highest, i.e. the main river and tributaries of the Nith
River, Conestoga River and Grand River upstream of Belwood Reservoir.  The incentive
program would complement the Region of Waterloo/GRCA Rural Water Quality Program
that is currently funding $1.5 million over five years within the municipality.  This project
would target areas where these funds are not available.
Project Partners: Grand River Conservation Authority
Project Needs: Funding to initiate and sustain the project.
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Project Type: restoration
Project Goal: Improved water quality and reduction in soil erosion.
Project Status: proposed
Narrative: This project would implement a pilot program on a watershed basis that mimics
the Conservation Reserve Program available in the United States.  Cultivated land adjacent
to watercourses and wetlands would be targeted for retirement into a permanent grass cover
or for reforestation.  An expanded program would be implemented across southern agricultural
Ontario.  Objectives would be to reduce soil erosion, improve water quality and fish and
wildlife habitat.
Project Partners (potential): Ducks Unlimited Canada, Ontario Federation of Anglers and
Hunters, Trout Unlimited, National Wild Turkey Federation, Ruffed Grouse Society, Wildlife
Habitat Canada, Ontario Stewardship, Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association,
Conservation Ontario.
Project Needs: Resources necessary to implement this project.
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Project Type: restoration, assessment/research, monitoring
Project Goal: Control invasive Phragmites australis in Long Point wetlands.
Project Status: proposed
Narrative: Phragmites australis (common reed grass) is threatening coastal wetlands
throughout the lower Great Lakes.  Further research, monitoring, and control is warranted.
Long Point in Ontario is a good potential study site.
Project Partners: Bird Studies Canada
Project Needs: Resources to initiate a research, restoration, and monitoring program at
Long Point.
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Project Type: monitoring, assessment/research
Project Goal: Estimate bioaccumulation of contaminant levels in selected littoral-zone
piscivores that feed on the round goby.
Project Status: proposed
Narrative: In 1990, the round goby (Neogobius melanostomus) was first discovered in
North America in the St. Clair River near Windsor, Ontario.  Since then, the range of this
non-indigenous benthic fish species has grown to include all five of the Great Lakes, as
well as several tributaries within the Great Lakes watershed.  Currently, the largest population
of round goby within the basin can be found in Lake Erie, as a result of both introduction
dynamics and the large amount of ideal habitat that the lake has to offer.  Within the past 5
years, catch-per-unit-effort data from various state, federal, and provincial fishery surveys
have shown a steady increase in round goby numbers.  In addition, the detected range of the
goby within the lake has consistently grown, demonstrating the ability of this species to
rapidly colonize large portions of nearshore habitat.  Recent investigations have shown
that dreissenids (zebra and quagga mussels) comprise approximately 70 to 90% of the diet
of adult round goby in Lake Erie.  Because of this high reliance upon dreissenids, it is
believed that goby may become recipients of contaminants (e.g. PCBs) previously isolated
within dreissenid tissue.  Over time, goby tissue may contain a significant contaminant
burden as a result of biomagnification.  Previous research has demonstrated the possibility
that round goby consumption can cause increases in the PCB tissue levels of some predators.
Lake Erie fishery surveys have shown that several fish species are becoming increasingly
reliant upon round goby as a forage base.  Because of this predator-prey interaction, larger,
relatively long-lived piscivores may experience heightened contaminant burdens as a
result of biomagnification, and potentially impair piscivore reproduction in the lake.
Project Actions:
• Assess the contaminant levels of round goby and selected piscivores.
• Analyze contaminant burden data for spatial and temporal heterogeneity.
• Assess diets of piscivores to determine proportion of round goby in diets.
• Develop a predator/prey model based on data collected during field surveys.
• Develop contaminant burden predictive model for round goby and selected piscivores.
Project Needs: Funding needed to accomplish project actions.
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Project Type: restoration
Project Goal: Improve water quality and reduce loading to Lake Erie.
Project Status: proposed
Narrative: Presently, Environment Canada funds the Rural Nonpoint Source Program for
the Detroit River and Muddy Creek watersheds.  The balance of the region is not able to
access incentive grant funds under this program to undertake riparian planting projects,
implement sediment and erosion control projects (e.g. rock chute installation), purchase
no-till planters, or upgrade faulty septic systems in high priority areas.  The project would
expand the Rural Nonpoint Source Program to the Lake St. Clair and Lake Erie watershed
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to improve rural water quality and loadings to the Great Lakes.
Project Partners: Essex Region Conservation Authority
Project Needs: Approximately $130,000 per year.
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Project Type: restoration
Project Goal: To improve water quality in the Lake Erie watershed of Ohio.
Project Status: proposed
Narrative: The Ohio Conservation Reserve Program would like to commit environmentally
sensitive land to the conservation reserve program in order to improve water quality.  Riparian
buffers, filter strips, and windbreaks would be installed.  Wildlife habitat and wetlands
would be protected and restored.  Other best management practices would be instituted.
Project Partners: Ohio Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program, Ohio Department of
Natural Resources.
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Project Type: restoration, planning/coordination/collaboration
Project Goal: To atone for years of chemical stress on the aquatic community in the river
and to restore habitat lost in the Ashtabula River AOC.
Project Status: in the planning stages
Narrative:  As part of the Ashtabula River RAP, implementation of habitat restoration
projects is being discussed.  There are several areas in the river where habitat improvement
can be accomplished now.  There are other areas where habitat restoration cannot be done
until the contaminated sediments have been dredged from the river.  This won’t be completed
until 2005.  The federal and state natural resource trustees are in the process of negotiating
with the responsible parties for further habitat preservation and restoration in and near the
Ashtabula River and Harbor.
Project Partners: Ashtabula River RAP, Ashtabula River Partnership, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency.
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