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To authorize the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency to 
advance cooperative conservation efforts, to reduce barriers to the forma- 
tion and use of partnerships to enable Federal environmental stewardship 
agencies to meet the conservation goals and obligations of the agencies, 
to promote remediation of inactive ant1 abandoned mines, and for other 
pui.poses. 

O F  THE UNITED STATES 

introduced the f'ollowing bill; which was read twice 
and i.eferred to the Conlniittee on 

A BILL 
To authorize the Administrator of the Environmental Protec- 

tion Agency to advance cooperative conservation efforts, 
to reduce barriers to the formation and use of partner- 

ships to enable Federal environmental stewardship agen- 

cies to meet the conservation goals and obligations of 

the agencies, to promote remediation of inactive and 

abandoned mines, and for other purposes. 

B e  it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 

2 tives of the United States o f  illlaerica in Congress assembled, 



SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as  the "Good Sarnaritan Clean 

3 VlTatershed Act". 

4 SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES. 

5 (a )  F~NDIN(;s.-Congress finds that- 

6 ( 1 ) advancing cooperba tive conscn~ation requires 

7 gr~eater use of restoration, erlhancement, and other 

8 management actions and effective use of regulatory 

protec Lions; 

(2) to  achieve the ol),jectives described in p a r a  

graph ( I ) ,  thc Federal Government must tap the in- 

genuity, imagination, and i r ~ ~ ~ o v a t i v e  spirit of citi- 

zens a t  the local level; 

(3) to carry out parlagraph (2 ) ,  i t  is necessary 

to engage the collaborative participation of citizens, 

nongovernmental organizations, and governmer~tal 

agencies in conservation and environmental steward- 

ship actions and decisions; 

(4) cooperative conservation yields measurable 

beriefits to the environn3c:nt and natural resources. 

emphasizes collaborative problem solving and alter- 

natives to traditional forms of dispute resolution, 

and respects property rights, contracts, compacts, 

and other 1egall-y-recognized interests in land and 

other natural resources; 
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(5) it is the intent of Congress to recognize the 

importance of enhancing means available to citizens, 

landowner~s, non-gover~lrnentd entities, States, 

tribes, and Federal agitrlcies to achieve improve- 

ments to the environment and natural resources 

through cooperative conservation; 

(6)  environmental progress can be accelerated 

through cooperative conservation, which encourages 

citizens and government a t  all le~rels to achieve en\<- 

ronrnental results thllough cooperation over con- 

frontation; 

(7) historic hardrock rnining practices in the 

TJnited Sates occ~~r*red untler a \vide variety of Fed- 

eral and State laws, policies, and actions; 

(8) mining operations produce rnetals and min- 

erals with important socii~l benefits and values; 

(9)  many areas in which historic mining took 

place in the United States are now inactive and 

abandoned mine sites; 

(10) many of those rnine sites have polluted the 

environment for well over a century and will con- 

tinue to do so indefinitely unless remediated; 

(11) unabated discharges from inactive and 

abandoned mines will continue to pollute surface 

water, groundwater, and soils; 
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(12) many of the streams and watellbodies im- 

pacted by acid mine drainage are important re- 

sources for fish and wildlife, recreation, clrinking 

water, agriculture, and other public purposes; 

(1 3)  many of the individuals, corporate owners, 

and operators of those miries, which caused that  pol- 

lution, are no longer. alive or in existence; 

(14) man-jr States, Indian tribes, conser~ation 

groups, cor-porations, and communities are willing to 

voluntarily remediate 11ist.oric mine sites for the pub- . 

lic good as Good Samaritans, even though they are 

not legally required to do so; 

(15) the potential en~ironrnerital liabilities that  

may result from t,he leemediation continue to dis- 

suade Good Samaritans from acting for the public 

good; 

(16)  it is in the interest of the United States, 

the States, Indian tribes, and local communities that 

historic ]nine sites are remediated so that  environ- 

mental impacts of the sites are lessened; and 

(17) if appropriate legal praotections are pro- 

vided, Good Samaritans will have a greater incentive 

to remediate those sites for the public good. 

(b) I- ' rT~r)os~s.-The purposes of this Act are- 






































































