Example Letter in Follow-up to an Inspection:

Facility Not Designated as a CAFO

[NAME & ADDRESS]

Dear Mr./Ms. _____________:

An inspection of your facility, located at [ADDRESS], was conducted on   [DATE]  by representatives of the [PERMITTING AUTHORITY]. The purpose of the inspection was to determine if conditions or practices on your animal feeding operation (AFO)
 warrant designating your facility as a concentrated animal feeding operation (CAFO) and, consequently, requiring a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit for operation.

During the inspection, no conditions or practices were observed to warrant designation of your facility as a CAFO at this time.  However, the following areas of potential concern were noted.

[NOTE AREAS OF POTENTIAL CONCERN, IF ANY]

We request that you evaluate and address these areas of potential concern to ensure that they do not become problems.  Technical information and assistance is available through [LOCAL NRCS OR EXTENSION OFFICE, STATE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, OR USEPA's AGRICULTURAL ASSISTANCE CENTER (888/663-2155)].

The [PERMITTING AUTHORITY] may inspect your facility again in the future. Please be advised that any illicit discharges
 to surface water or to surface water through ground water are violations of the Clean Water Act and subject to enforcement action with penalties.

Sincerely,

�	An animal feeding operation is defined by the [Permitting Authority] as a “lot or facility” where animals “have been, are, or will be stabled or confined and fed or maintained for a total of 45 days or more in any 12-month period and crops, vegetation, forage growth, or post-harvest residues are not sustained in the normal growing season over any portion of the lot or facility” [or alternate definition established by the Permitting Authority].


�	In the absence of a NPDES Permit all discharges from the facility are prohibited.





