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Maryland Department of Environment
2300 Brosning Highway

Ealtimere, MD 21224

Chear Jane:

Tharik for your inguiry regarding Enviconmental Pratgectien Apency’s (EPA) authonty 4
held interators and their contract growers joinily responsibie under the Clean Water Act [0WA)
for complying with Mational Pollutant Thscharge Ehmimetion Sysiem (WPDES) permits.

Under the MPOES progrem, the discnarge of any gollvant {i.o., the acdition of &
pollutant ta the navigable waters from 4 point soiree) by any person i prohibized withoes a
permut. (See (WA zections 30.(a) and 502, and 40 CFR Part 122.) Where twa entities are hoth

. reponsible for adding polhutants ta the waters, EF & hag autheaty (o requirs both to be peomitied
{e.g., where operational comrol is shared by marz than one entity). [n this cage, EPA believes
that corporals entiites thar exereise substantial control cver eperators of concentzatad zaimmal
feading operaticns (CAFCS) should b pemmiiled togetaer with the CAFC} because they are hath
cespoasible for the additon of palivtants 1o the waters. Tms issue was addressed in the final
LSDAERA Unified Wational Sgateey far Animal Feeding Cperaliogs, announced by the Wice-
Premident on March &, 1995

FPA cxpects all NPLRES authonzed States, including Maryland, te asc 1hir authenty of
you have any questians, please feal tree (0 cortacl me of bave your slaff contaz; Michael B.

Cook, Threetar, Office of Wastewater Management al [ 202 250-5550
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1. Charles Fox
Assislant Administ-ater
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