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The Sustainable Development Challenge Grants (SDCG) program is a new competitive grant program launched by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  This initiative is one of the 25 major environmental reforms announced by President Clinton in March 1995 as part of the National Performance Review’s Reinventing Environmental Regulation initiative.

The SDCG program will challenge communities to plan and invest in local initiatives that will promote environmental protection and foster economic prosperity while providing equitable opportunities for health, safety and well-being.  Through this program, EPA also intends to further the vision and goals of the President’s Council on Sustainable Development.

This grant program is designed to encourage community-based projects that promote sustainable development, leverage private and public investments to enhance environmental quality, and build partnerships to increase a community’s long-term capacity to protect the environment.

The SDCG Program will be targeted to the local level and eligible applicants include community groups, non-profit organizations, local governments, tribes, and states.  EPA expects to fund a limited number of proposals for a total of approximately $500,000 in Fiscal Year 1996.  A Federal Register notice requesting FY 96 pre-applications (and comments on implementing the FY 97 program) is expected to be published on July 1, 1996.  Pre-applications must be postmarked by August 1, 1996.

 For more information on the SDCG Program, contact Pamela Hurt, EPA’s Office of Regional Operations and State/Local Relations, at 202/260-0422.

