Dear Interested Party and Potential Applicant:PRIVATE 


Thank you for your interest in the Sustainable Development Challenge Grant (SDCG) program.  We have enclosed a copy of the July 1, 1996 Federal Register notice announcing the program, the SDCG Application Guidance, and a program brochure for your information and action. The notice and the Guidance are also available on the Environmental Protection Agency's Homepage at http://www.epa.gov under Rules and Regulations, in the General Information section of the Environmental Subset.


Submitting a Proposal.  If you are interested in submitting a proposal, proposals for this years pilot program must be postmarked by August 1, 1996. Please mail proposals to:



Sustainable Development Challenge Grant Program 



Office of Regional Operations and State/Local Relations (1503)



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency



401 M St., S.W.



Washington, D.C.  20460


We realize that the time for proposal preparation for this initial round of grant awards is exceptionally short.  This is a pilot round and only a small number of grant awards will be made during this first round.  In order to afford all interested parties an opportunity to apply for funding even during the pilot phase of this program, EPA is seeking proposals from eligible applicants and will use a competitive process to select projects for funding.  This initial round of funding will allow EPA to test both the SDCG program concept and the selection process.  The next, non-pilot phase of this program will allow for a more extended grant application period and will award a larger number of grants.


Request for Comments on Program Design.  We would also appreciate your comments on the grant solicitation itself, including the Federal Register notice, the grant guidance, and the brochure.  We would welcome any comments on the clarity of the program and the information provided to you about it, and any suggestions for making it easier to use and understand.


We look forward to receiving your proposals for this initial round of grant awards and/or your comments for full scale implementation in the coming fiscal year.  If you need addition packages, please contact Pam Hurt at (202) 260-0422 or e-mail HURT.PAMELA@EPAMAIL.EPA.GOV.  For further information, please contact Ms. Hurt at the above number, or Debbie Schechter of EPA Region 9 at (415) 744-1624 or email SCHECHTER.DEBBIE@EPAMAIL.EPA.GOV.







Sincerely,







Debbie Schechter







Region 9 Sustainable Development







Challenge Grants Coordinator

