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A score of less than 5 is regarded as very poor. 
A score of more than 10 is considered good. 
The principal metrics used are the total mac-
roinvertebrate families (or genera), the number 
of families (or genera) of mayflies, stoneflies, 
and caddisflies (EPT), and the number of pol-
lution intolerant families (or genera) found in a 
stream. The biorecon score for Rock Springs 
Branch indicated 12 EPT families, six pollutant 
intolerant species, and a total of 29 macroin-
vertebrate families. Using the Division scoring 
system for biorecons, this stream scored a 15. 
The stream got a habitat score of 137, which is 
better than the established habitat goal for this 

region. These results indicated the improved 
water quality and ability to fully support fish and 
aquatic life. Therefore, the 8.1-mile segment of 
Rock Spring Branch was delisted from the 2004 
303(d) list of impaired waters. 

Partners and Funding
Since 2002, Rock Springs Branch has benefited 
from $57,378.00 provided through cost-share 
from section 319 grant pool projects. In addi-
tion, the State ARCF provided $36,986.72. Key 
partners in this effort include the Putnam, Smith, 
and De Kalb County Soil Conservation Districts. 

For additional information contact:
Sam Marshall, Tennessee Department of Agriculture
615-837-5306  
Sam.Marshall@state.tn.us

Figure 1. Location of Implemented BMPs
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