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      1       * 4

2. AMENDMENT/MODIFICATION NO.
PR-HQ-06-15070/0001

3. EFFECTIVE DATE
07/06/06

4. REQUISITION/PURCHASE REQ. NO.
PR-HQ-06-15070

5. PROJECT NO. (If applicable)

6. ISSUED BY CODE 7. ADMINISTERED BY (If other than item 6) CODE 

Environmental Protection Agency
Bid and Proposal Room, Ariel Rios Building (3802R)
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20460
8. NAME AND ADDRESS OF CONTRACTOR (No., street, county, State and ZIP Code) (T) 9A. AMENDMENT OF SOLICITATION NO.

PR-HQ-06-15070
9B. DATED (SEE ITEM 11)

06/20/06T

10A. MODIFICATION OF CONTRACT/ORDER
NO.

10B. DATED (SEE ITEM 13)
CODE FACILITY CODE

11.  THIS ITEM ONLY APPLIES TO AMENDMENTS OF SOLICITATIONS
  [X]  The above numbered solicitation is amended as set forth in Item 14.  The hour and date specified for receipt of Offers  [ ] is extended,  [X]  is not extended.
Offers must acknowledge receipt of this amendment prior to the hour and date specified in the solicitation or as amended, by one of the following methods:
(a) By completing Items 8 and 15, and returning       1        copies of the amendment; (b) By acknowledging receipt of this amendment on each copy of the offer
submitted; or (c) By separate letter or telegram which includes a reference to the solicitation and amendment numbers. FAILURE OF YOUR ACKNOWLEDG-
MENT TO BE RECEIVED AT THE PLACE DESIGNATED FOR THE RECEIPT OF OFFERS PRIOR TO THE HOUR AND DATE SPECIFIED MAY RESULT
IN REJECTION OF YOUR OFFER.  If by virtue of this amendment you desire to change an offer already submitted, such change may be made by telegram or
letter, provided each telegram or letter makes reference to the solicitation and this amendment, and is received prior to the opening hour and date specified.
                
12. ACCOUNTING AND APPROPRIATION DATA (If required)

13.  THIS ITEM APPLIES ONLY TO MODIFICATIONS OF CONTRACTS/ORDERS,
IT MODIFIES THE CONTRACT/ORDER NO. AS DESCRIBED IN ITEM 14.

(T) A. THIS CHANGE ORDER IS ISSUED PURSUANT TO:  (Specify authority) THE CHANGES SET FORTH IN ITEM 14 ARE MADE IN THE CON-
TRACT ORDER NO.  IN ITEM 10A

B. THE ABOVE NUMBERED CONTRACT/ORDER IS MODIFIED TO REFLECT THE ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES (such as changes in paying office,
appropriation date, etc.) SET FORTH IN ITEM 14, PURSUANT TO THE AUTHORITY OF FAR 43.103(b).

c. THIS SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT IS ENTERED INTO PURSUANT TO AUTHORITY OF:

D. OTHER (Specify type of modification and authority)

E. IMPORTANT:  Contractor  [ ] is not,  [ ] is required to sign this document and return               copies to the issuing office.

14. DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT/MODIFICATION (Organized by UCF section headings, including solicitation/contract subject matter where feasible.)

 The attached questions and answers amend the RFQ as appropriate and are now part 
 of the RFQ.  All other terms, including timeframes, remain unchanged.  Final 
 questions and answers, if any, will be posted no later than Tuesday, July 11, 
 2006.  This RFQ was formerly identified as RFQ-DC-05-00355.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Except as provided herein, all terms and conditions of the document referenced in Item 9A or 10A, as heretofore changed, remains unchanged and in full force
   and effect.
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AMENDMENTS TO THE SOLICITATION

1. The attachment entitled "7/6/06 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS" has been added. 
The text is as follows:

 

U.S ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Expanding the Industry base (ETIB)
blanket purchase agreement (BPA)

PR-HQ-06-15070 (previously RFQ-DC-05-00355)

Questions and Answers

Question #1:  Can you modify the RFQ with regards to the term “Certified Industrial Hygienist”
in order to include experienced Industrial Hygienists or Registered Professional Industrial
Hygienists of the American Professional Industrial Hygiene Association?

Answer #1:  The RFQ is modified to include Certified Industrial Hygienists or the
equivalent in regards to certification, experience, education, and/or membership in a
professional organization.

Question #2:  Can a company submit a quote for a labor category/line item that is not listed in
the RFQ?   

Answer #2:  No, that portion of such a quote would be considered nonresponsive. 

Question #3:  How many awards will the EPA make? 

Answer #3:  The number of awards made per line item will depend upon the number and
content of the quotes received.  

Question #4:  Are teams that incorporate a Small Business, an 8(a) company, Service Disabled
Veteran Owned Small Business (SDVOSB), and a Large Business preferable to making an
award to one company? 

Answer #4:  The EPA has no preference.  Please note that the socio-economic status of
the prime contractor is the relevant status for the line items’ socio-economic set-aside
categories.

Question #5:  If a team approach is chosen, does one of the team members need to be designated
the prime contractor?  Or, if the team is comprised of companies with different socioeconomic
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statuses (e.g., 8(a), SDVOSB), can the team submit quotes for all line items in all the applicable
set-aside categories?

Answer #5:  One entity needs to be the prime with whom the EPA actually holds the
BPA.  The socioeconomic category of that entity is the one that counts.  Of course, some
categories are subsets of others, in which case the company qualifies for both (e.g., an
8(a) is also a small business).

Question #6:  Is the three-page limit for items a – f of the RFQ per line item or does the page
limitation apply to a company’s entire submission?  

Answer #6:  The three-page limit applies per line item.  Therefore, a company
submitting quotes for two line items can submit three pages for each of the two line items
addressed (for a total of six pages).    

Question #7:  Under Section 6, Evaluation Criteria, do the listed criteria have a weight
distribution (percentage)?

Answer #7:  The criteria have been given no specific weight; however, they are listed in
the order of importance.

Question #8:  If awarded a BPA under this solicitation, will there be a competition between all
vendors that were awarded a BPA for a particular line item?

Answer #8:  The intent of awarding to multiple firms per line item is to have the ability
to rotate work among available vendors as outlined in Section 4, BPA Ordering
Procedure, of the RFQ:  “Under this BPA, work may be allocated among multiple
vendors per line item.  Allocation of work will be based on a vendor’s availability,
capacity, response speed, and equitable distribution among vendors.”  

Question #9:  Which size standard applies to NAICS code 562910: $13 Million or 500
employees?

Answer #9:  The size standard for the ETIB BPA is 500 employees.  The SBA outlines
its exception to the $13 million size standard as follows:  “the general purpose . . . must
be to restore a contaminated environment and also the procurement must be composed of
activities in three or more separate industries with separate NAICS codes.”  In this case,
the RFQ line items define multiple separate industries, of which the combined purpose is
environmental restoration.  See: http://www.sba.gov/size/sizetable2002.html#fn14. 

Question #10:  Can the EPA send me a list of small businesses interested in this procurement?  
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Answer #10:  The EPA cannot release that information.   

Question #11:  Section 4, BPA Ordering Procedure, indicates that all the EPA regions may
order work from this BPA.  Does this mean that the regions will need to put funding into the
BPA before they can order work?  

Answer #11:  Yes, that is correct.  

Question #12:  Are electronic email submissions allowed?

Answer #12:  Yes.

Question #13:  If a company is a small business subcontractor under a START contract, is the
company precluded from submitting a quote under this RFQ?

Answer #13:  Yes, pursuant to Section 1, Description, of the RFQ.

Question #14:  This BPA consists of many response action tasks.  If a BPA is awarded to a
vendor, does this preclude that vendor from bidding on work where there is a response action
restriction?

Answer #14:  Generally speaking, any activities under the BPA would not result in a
waiver of any existing response action restrictions, e.g., a vendor being restricted from
participating in both the site investigation and the response work. 

Question #15:  Can years of experience replace degree requirements?

Answer #15:  No.


