
 

Tribal Consultation on 

Draft EPA Quality Standard for Environmental Data Collection, Production, and Use 

and supporting Quality Assurance Project Plan Guidance 

 

 

Decision to Consult: 

 

 Tribes may receive extramural funds from EPA to conduct projects that involve 

environmental data collection, production and use.  With this in mind, EPA would like to 

give tribal governments an opportunity to provide feedback on the draft EPA Quality 

Standard for Environmental Data Production and Use and the associated draft guidance 

document.  The timing and materials chosen for consultation were carefully considered to 

respect tribal resource and time constraints but still allow for meaningful discourse and 

proposals regarding these documents and their possible impact in the execution of tribal 

environmental programs and projects. 

 

Background and Information: 

 
 State, local, and tribal governments receiving financial assistance under the authority of 40 

CFR 31 and 35 are required to comply with the QA requirements found in the EPA Order 

CIO 2105.0 (formerly 5360.1 A2): Policy and Program Requirements for the Mandatory 

Agency-Wide Quality System
1
. 

 

 EPA developed this new draft standard to provide greater clarity about QA requirements 

for environmental data projects than what was provided in the previous EPA Order CIO 

2105.0 and to provide greater alignment with the EPA Quality Policy (CIO 2106.0)
2
 

 

 This new draft standard applies to all non-EPA organizations that receive extramural 

funds for environmental data projects.  EPA also developed a new draft standard that 

applies to EPA organizations. 

 

 The draft Standard describes the scope and applicability of the standard; defines the 

general requirements an organization shall use to establish and maintain an effective 

quality management system for environmental programs; describes roles and 

responsibilities; and contains three Annexes. 

 

o The Annexes are: 

 Annex A: Requirements for Quality Management Plans 

 Annex B: Requirements for Quality Assurance Project Plans 

 Annex C: Guidance for Planning Projects that Involve External Agreements. 

 

                                                 
1 EPA Order CIO 2105.0 (formerly 5360.1 A2): Policy and Program Requirements for the Mandatory Agency-Wide 

Quality System. [Section 5d (2)] (http://www.epa.gov/irmpoli8/policies/21050.pdf) 
2 EPA Quality Policy CIO 2106.0 (http://www.epa.gov/irmpoli8/policies/21060.pdf) 



 When the final version of the standard is issued and implemented, it will replace two 

EPA QA documents: EPA Requirements for Quality Management Plans (QA/R-2) and 

EPA Requirements for Quality Assurance Project Plans (QA/R-5). 

 

 The draft Guidance document was developed to provide information to assist 

organizations in the development of essential QA documents for environmental data 

projects. 

 

Web Posting: 

 

The draft documents for consultation will be posted to the OEI Tribal Coordination Web page 

(http://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/oeitribalcoordination.html). 

 

Contact Information:  

 

For additional information on the external Standard and the supporting guidance for Quality 

Assurance Project Plans, please contact John Warren, EPA Quality Staff, 202-564-6876, 

warren.john@epa.gov. 

http://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/oeitribalcoordination.html
mailto:warren.john@epa.gov

