
LAKE MERRITTLAKE MERRITT
 

VOLUNTEERS = LOW COSTVOLUNTEERS = LOW COST 
= EDUCATION & OUTREACH= EDUCATION & OUTREACH 

LAKE MERRITT 
• A Unique, Urban, Tidal Lagoon 

• Seven Square Mile Watershed 

• 62 Storm Drain Inlets 

• Viewed by 10,000+ People Daily 

• Urban Runoff on Display 
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Yes, we have urban runoff.Yes, we have urban runoff.

Glen Echo WatershedGlen Echo Watershed 

Impervious SurfaceImpervious Surface 

00 –– 20 %20 % 

2121 –– 40 %40 % 

4141 –– 60 %60 % 

6161 –– 85 %85 % 
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Urban Runoff in a storm drainUrban Runoff in a storm drain 

Urban Runoff in the LakeUrban Runoff in the Lake 
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Trash in the waterTrash in the water 

= Public Concern= Public Concern 

= Support & Volunteers= Support & Volunteers 
$ & 

Channel support into aChannel support into a 
nonnon--profitprofit 
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Average Monthly DonationsAverage Monthly Donations 
(not including fountain donations)(not including fountain donations) 

20022002 –– 20092009 
JanuaryJanuary $1,846$1,846 JulyJuly $568$568 
FebruaryFebruary 471471 Aug.Aug. 543543 
MarchMarch 737737 Sept.Sept. 689689 
AprilApril 805805 Oct.Oct. 562562 
MayMay 635635 Nov.Nov. 652652 
JuneJune 436436 Dec.Dec. 1,5571,557 

Average Annual = $9,502Average Annual = $9,502 

THE LAKE MERRITT INSTITUTETHE LAKE MERRITT INSTITUTE
 

 A nonA non--profit, 501profit, 501--CC--3 Corporation3 Corporation 
 100+ Volunteers100+ Volunteers 
 120 Dues Paying Members120 Dues Paying Members 
 Clean the Lake 4Clean the Lake 4--5 x / week5 x / week 
 7 Board members; 3 employees; 2 sub7 Board members; 3 employees; 2 sub--

contractors,contractors, 
 Awards, media recognitionAwards, media recognition 
 Most funding from the City of OaklandMost funding from the City of Oakland 
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VOLUNTEERSVOLUNTEERS 

 Over 100 volunteers help keep the LakeOver 100 volunteers help keep the Lake 
clean every month.clean every month. 

 Volunteers come every Tuesday at 10:30Volunteers come every Tuesday at 10:30 
am and every Saturday at 10 am.am and every Saturday at 10 am. 

 You can also use the fourYou can also use the four ““UU--CleanClean--ItIt”” 
stations to clean the Lake. 1stations to clean the Lake. 1--33--11--4.4. 

VolunteersVolunteers –– the origin of thisthe origin of this
power point showpower point show 
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Lbs. of trash removed from the LakeLbs. of trash removed from the Lake 
by Volunteers & Staffby Volunteers & Staff 

Average rainfall (inches)Average rainfall (inches) 
19811981-19901990 

JanuaryJanuary 5,8955,895 4.314.31 

FebruaryFebruary 5,8935,893 3.673.67 

MarchMarch 5,1605,160 4.464.46 

AprilApril 3,8093,809 1.421.42 

MayMay 2,3762,376 0.470.47 

JuneJune 1,7291,729 0.110.11 

JulyJuly 1,2481,248 0.010.01 

AugustAugust 1,3981,398 0.060.06 

SeptemberSeptember 1,5251,525 0.580.58 

OctoberOctober 3,0313,031 1.561.56 

NovemberNovember 4,5734,573 3.963.96 

DecemberDecember 5,6295,629 3.173.17 

RAIN CARRIES TRASH INTO PUBLIC WATERS VIA STORM DRAINS. 

Monthly AveragesMonthly Averages 
19981998-20082008 

Rainfall Brings Trash to Lake Merritt 
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Average Trash (lbs) 

Average Rainfall (Inches) 
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Volunteer Labor for Special ProjectsVolunteer Labor for Special Projects 
Earth Day; Coastal CleanEarth Day; Coastal Clean--Up DayUp Day 

April 2004 

Micro faunal 
Distribution 

Is a Pattern 
Emerging? 

Studies done by 
Dr. Ken Finger at 
UC Berkeley 

Volunteer research by 
University Staff 
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DID YOU USEDID YOU USE 
WATER TODAY?WATER TODAY? 
(where did it go?)(where did it go?) 

EducationEducation –– for long term cost savingsfor long term cost savings 

WHERE DOESWHERE DOES 
THE RAIN GO?THE RAIN GO? 
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THE HORRIBLE PORTALTHE HORRIBLE PORTAL 
CONVERTS LITTER TO WATER POLLUTIONCONVERTS LITTER TO WATER POLLUTION 

THIS WAY TOTHIS WAY TO 

LAKE MERRITTLAKE MERRITT 


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GLEN ECHOGLEN ECHO
 
A WatershedA Watershed 

Based onBased on ““Crucifix In A DCrucifix In A Death Handeath Hand””
 
by Charles Bukowski;by Charles Bukowski;
 

recorderecordedd by Tom Russby Tom Russeell;ll;
 

words by Dick Baileywords by Dick Bailey;;
 

guitar by Andrew Hardin.guitar by Andrew Hardin.
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KEY MESSAGESKEY MESSAGES 

 STORM DRAINS FLOW TO PUBLIC WATERSSTORM DRAINS FLOW TO PUBLIC WATERS 

 STORM DRAIN FLOWS ARESTORM DRAIN FLOWS ARE NOTNOT TREATEDTREATED 
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AA ““YouYou--CleanClean--ItIt”” StationStation 
(locked, but available to anyone)(locked, but available to anyone) 

St. PaulSt. Paul’’s 6s 6thth Grade Cleans Up everyGrade Cleans Up every 
Thursday.Thursday. 
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The Institute sponsors 
clean ups five days a 
week during the rainy 
season. 
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Advertise your program 

on your truck! 

THE OAKTHE OAK--NESS MONSTER !NESS MONSTER ! 

The Key to Successful Volunteer Programs:The Key to Successful Volunteer Programs: 

Make it funMake it fun 
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OTHER COST EFFICIENCIESOTHER COST EFFICIENCIES 

 Storm Drain FiltersStorm Drain Filters 

 Storm Drain NetsStorm Drain Nets 

 Philanthropist DonationsPhilanthropist Donations 

 Political ActionPolitical Action 

 Legal StrategiesLegal Strategies 

 Regulatory StrategiesRegulatory Strategies 

A Storm Drain FilterA Storm Drain Filter 

Cost Efficient Trash RemovalCost Efficient Trash Removal 
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Storm Drain FiltersStorm Drain Filters 
 Cost $40,000Cost $40,000 -- $800,000 or more.$800,000 or more. 

 They can remove 100% of the floatingThey can remove 100% of the floating 
objects, and 80% of oil and grease. Onceobjects, and 80% of oil and grease. Once 
captured, trash cancaptured, trash can’’t escape.t escape. 

 Use no energy.Use no energy. 

 Clean ~ 4Clean ~ 4--6 times a year with vacuum6 times a year with vacuum 
trucks.trucks. 

 Only 4 of 62 drains are filtered right now.Only 4 of 62 drains are filtered right now. 

Storm drain nets with removable net bagsStorm drain nets with removable net bags 

Less maintenance than daily trash pick upLess maintenance than daily trash pick up 
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Philanthropist donations for four aeration fountains 

have totaled over $60,000. 

PhilanthropistPhilanthropist 

DonationsDonations 

POLITICAL ACTIONPOLITICAL ACTION 

•Institute funding was aided by 
friends with political connections. 

• Institute funding was rescued by a 
policy decision from a higher political 
office. 
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LEGALLEGAL STRATEGIESSTRATEGIES 

 In 1998, CA refused to put Lake Merritt in the 303d list (impairIn 1998, CA refused to put Lake Merritt in the 303d list (impaired watered water 

bodies.bodies. 

 The Institute persuaded the Environmental Protection Agency toThe Institute persuaded the Environmental Protection Agency to 

override the state and list the Lake because of trash and low oxoverride the state and list the Lake because of trash and low oxygen.ygen. 

 But the Regional Water Quality Control Board set the TMDL deadliBut the Regional Water Quality Control Board set the TMDL deadlinene 

for 2019 (for 2019 (21 years21 years after listing).af  So, we still have lots of trash in theter listing). So, we still have lots of trash in the 

Lake.Lake. 

 Lawsuits in Los Angeles resulted in a TMDL for trash in the LA rLawsuits in Los Angeles resulted in a TMDL for trash in the LA river setiver set 

at ZERO after 10 years of 10% reductions.at ZERO after 10 years of 10% reductions. 

Under Court Order, The Los Angeles RiverUnder Court Order, The Los Angeles River MustMust HaveHave 
Zero Trash in 10 YearsZero Trash in 10 Years 
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Regulatory Strategies:Regulatory Strategies: 
Oakland banned StyrofoamOakland banned Styrofoam 

take out containers.take out containers. 

But,But, 
Lake MerrittLake Merritt’’s biggest problem iss biggest problem is 
not cost efficiency, urban runoffnot cost efficiency, urban runoff 

or lack of oxygen;or lack of oxygen; 
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IT IS IGNORANCE!!!!!
 IT IS IGNORANCE!

YOU CAN HELP !YOU CAN HELP ! 

By Joining the Lake Merritt InstituteBy Joining the Lake Merritt Institute 

Mail form atMail form at www.lakemerrittinstitute.orgwww.lakemerrittinstitute.org 

or contact us at:or contact us at: 

lmi@netwiz.netlmi@netwiz.net 

568 Bellevue Avenue, Oakland 94610568 Bellevue Avenue, Oakland 94610 
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TheThe EndEnd
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