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Purpose of Charette 

� Goals 
� Educate homeowners 

about resource-efficient 
landscapes 

� Collaboration with 
homeowners 

� Learn about homeowner 
aesthetic preferences for 
plant material 

� Create aesthetic, resource 
efficient landscapes 

� Objectives 
� Landscape design tutorial 
� Homeowners 

participation in site 
inventory and analysis 

� Homeowners 
participation in plant 
selection 

� Homeowners approval 
for final design 



Charette Topics 

� Landscape design process 
� Site inventory/analysis 
� Homeowner 

needs/preferences 
� Resource-efficient plants 
� Aesthetic plant 

characteristics 
� Regional ecology/native 

plants 
� HOA requirements 

Methods and Materials 

� Tutorials- planting design 
and plant material 

� Site visits- inventory 
� Homeowner interviews 
� Design workshops 
� HOA Board review 
� Property surveys 
� Identification cards- plant 

materials 
� CAD generated design plans 



Design TutorialDesign Tutorial #1#1 
The Design ProcessThe Design Process 

�� Design ProcessDesign Process 
�� Inventory and analysisInventory and analysis 

�� Preferences and needsPreferences and needs 

�� Conceptual planConceptual plan 

�� Final landscape planFinal landscape plan 

Purpose: to increase homeowners understanding of the 
issues considered in the landscape design process and 
teach homeowners how to conduct a site inventory and 
analysis 

Plat SurveyPlat Survey 

Base MapBase Map 

Homeowner ResponsibilitiesHomeowner Responsibilities 



Site InventorySite Inventory 

�� SoilSoil 
�� Sun/Shade PatternsSun/Shade Patterns 
�� Vegetation to keepVegetation to keep 
�� ViewsViews-- good and badgood and bad 
�� Water drainageWater drainage 
�� High/Low pointsHigh/Low points 
�� Focal pointsFocal points 
�� UtilitiesUtilities 
�� PhotosPhotos 

Inventory SheetInventory Sheet 



  

Site Analysis/ImprovementsSite Analysis/Improvements 
�� ShadeShade 

�� Buffers/ScreeningBuffers/Screening 

�� WaterWater 
managementmanagement 

�� Water bodyWater body 
protectionprotection 

�� Focal pointsFocal points 

�� RemoveRemove 
vegetationvegetation 

Preference SurveyPreference Survey 
�� Aesthetic preferencesAesthetic preferences 

�� Activity needsActivity needs 

�� MaintenanceMaintenance stylestyle 



Planting PlanPlanting Plan 

Florida-Friendly Yard 

Front Yard- Entry 

9Public space 
9Curb appeal 
9Frame Entrance 
9Focal plants 
9Direct view 
9Mass/Layer plants 
9Sun/Shade 



 

Concept PlanConcept Plan 
Hand drawn sketch of 
design ideas based on 
inventory, survey and 
homeowner selected 
plants 

Homeowners review 
and comment 

Final Design 



Site VisitsSite Visits 

Design Tutorial #2 
Plant Characteristics 

� Plant Characteristics 
� Aesthetics- color, 

texture, shape and size 

� Ecology- resource 
efficient and native 
plants 

Purpose: to teach homeowners about the important 
aesthetic and ecological characteristics of plant material 
so that homeowners could make informed decisions 
when choosing plants for their yards 



-

 

Base Maps with Plant Bed-lines 

Existing plant beds 

Proposed plant beds 

Plant Identification Cards 

� Recommended plants 

� Plant list included native (80%) 
and resource efficient non 
native plants appropriate to the 
region 

� Issues: 

� Lack of good images 

� Lack of, or conflicting 
information on mature sizes 

� Conflicting information on 
growing requirements 

� All information not on 
existing ID cards 



Homeowner Notes 

� Choose plants 
from ID cards 

� List plants on 
base map 

� List color 
preferences 

� Note existing 
plants to keep 

� Note any other 
needs and/or 
wants 

Concept plan on Trace Overlay 



Planting Plan for Comments 

Final Design 



Charette Schedule 
� Design Tutorial #1 
� Property Survey/Base Maps 
� Site inventories from 

homeowners 
� Site visits 
� Design Tutorial #2 
� Plant selection workshop 
� Created planting plans 
� Plan review workshop 
� Natural area tour (state park) 
� Final planting plans 


