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2007 Highlights

Wetland Protection and Restoration: OWOW

and its partners protected and/or restored tens of
thousands of acres of wetlands in 2007. Major con-
tributions came from the National Estuary Program,
§319 Nonpoint Source Program, and the Five-Star
Restoration Program.

Hypoxia Action Plan: A complete reassessment of
the 2001 Hypoxia Action Plan set the stage for the

release of a new Action Plan in 2008 to combat the
“dead zone” in the Gulf of Mexico.

Ocean Dumping: In 2007, EPA submitted to Con-
gress a package of legislative changes to the
Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act
to support ratification of the London Protocol, an
international ocean dumping treaty.

Total Maximum Daily Loads: More than 4,000
watershed cleanup plans were completed in 2007,
along with a multi-pronged strategy to accelerate
the cleanup of mercury-impaired waters.

National Aquatic Surveys: The year 2007 marked
the completion of field sampling for the National
Lakes Survey, along with the selection of indicators
and testing protocols for the Rivers and Streams
Survey. These surveys will provide accurate sci-
entific assessments of the condition of the nation’s
waters and guide future management decisions.

Wetlands Guidance: OWOW provided exception-
al policy and legal support following the Supreme
Court’s Rapanos decision regarding the scope of
“waters of the U.S.” Joint guidance by EPA and
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers issued in 2007
implements the court’s decision.

Economic Benefits of Low Impact Development
(LID): Anew report published by OWOW high-
lights the economic viability of LID practices
through 17 case studies that show how these prac-
tices and strategies can save money and protect
water quality.

Nonpoint Source Outreach Toolbox: OWOW
released an on-line repository of watershed out-
reach materials, including nearly 800 public ser-
vice announcements, radio, TV and print ads, and
other materials that can be customized for other
watersheds.

2007 Highlights

L=

The Office of Wetlands, Oceans and
Watersheds (OWOW)

WOW is one of
five offices in the
Office of Water

at EPA Headquarters in
Washington, D.C. The
office provides leader-
ship, policy direction,
and financial support to
our 10 regional offices and to the states, tribes, and
territories that implement our programs. We also
work collaboratively with other federal agencies, as
well as local governments, the private sector, and
nonprofit organizations to carry out our mission to
protect and restore the aquatic ecosystems of our
marine and fresh waters.

In addition to our Clean Water Act authorities, the
office has authorities under the Marine Protection,
Research, and Sanctuaries Act (Ocean Dumping),

Coastal Zone Management Act, National Environ-

mental Policy Act and several other environmental
statutes.

OWOW Programs and Initiatives
* National Estuary Program
* Dredged Material Management
*  Ocean Dumping
* National Water Quality Inventory
* National Aquatic Resource Surveys
*  Nonpoint Source Program
*  Wetlands Permitting
+ Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs)
» Five Star Restoration Program
*  Wetland Program Development Grants
* Targeted Watershed Grants
*  Volunteer Monitoring Program

For more information about OWOW,
visit epa.gov/owow


www.epa.gov/owow



