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National
Environmental

Achievement Track

Application Form

NASA White Sands Test Facility
Name of facility

NASA
Name of parent company (if any)

P. O. Box 20
Street address

          
Street address (continued)

Las Cruces, New Mexico 88004
City/State/Zip code

Give us information about your contact person for the
National Environmental Achievement Track Program.

Name Mr. David A. Amidei

Title WSTF Environmental Program Manager

Phone (505) 524-5517

Fax (505) 524-5798

E-mail damidei@wstf.nasa.gov
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Why do we need this information?
EPA needs background information on your facility to
evaluate your application.

What do you need to do?
§ Provide background information on your facility.
§ Identify your environmental requirements.

1  What do you do or make at your facility? The NASA White Sands Test Facility (WSTF) tests and
evaluates spacecraft materials, components and
propulsion systems to enable the safe human
exploration and utilization of space.

2  List the Standard Industrial Classification (SIC)
code(s) or North American Industrial
Classification System (NAICS) codes that you
use to classify business at your facility.

SIC
8731  Research and Testing Service           

NAICS
927110  Space Research and Technology           

3  Does your company meet the Small Business
Administration definition of a small business for
your sector?

 Yes  No

4  How many employees (full-time equivalents)
currently work at your facility?

 Fewer than 50

 50-99

 100-499

 500-1,000

 More than 1,000

Section A
Tell us about your facility.
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5  Does your facility have an EPA ID number(s)?

If yes, list in the right-hand column.

 Yes  No

NM8800019434

6  Identify the environmental requirements that
apply to your facility. Use the Environmental
Requirements Checklist, at the back of the
instructions, as a reference. List your
requirements to the right or enclose a
completed Checklist with your application.

See completed Checklist.

7  Check the appropriate box in the right-hand
column.

 I’ve listed the requirements above.

 I’ve enclosed the Checklist with my
application.

8  Optional: Is there anything else you would like to
tell us about your facility?

ISO 14001 certified (2000); participating in EPA
Project XL (see enclosed); received the NASA
Group Achievement Award in 1998 for significant
reduction in VOC use; WSTF is an R&D, project-
driven facility, therefore it's difficult to make hard-
line 3-year committments.

Section A, continued
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Why do we need this information?
Facilities must have an operating Environmental
Management System (EMS) that meets certain
requirements.

What do you need to do?
§ Confirm that your EMS meets the Achievement

Track requirements.
§ Tell us if you have completed a self-assessment or

have had a third-party assessment of your EMS.

1  Check yes if your EMS meets the requirements
for each element below as defined in the
instructions.

a. Environmental policy  Yes

b. Planning  Yes

c. Implementation and operation  Yes

d. Checking and corrective action  Yes

e. Management review  Yes

2  Have you completed at least one EMS cycle
(plan-do-check-act)?

 Yes

3  Did this cycle include both an EMS and a
compliance
audit?

 Yes

4  Have you completed an objective self-
assessment or
third-party assessment of your EMS?

If yes, what method of EMS assessment did you
use?

 Yes

 Self-assessment

 GEMI  Other

 CEMP           

 Third-party assessment

 ISO 14001 Certification

 Other           

Section B
Tell us about your EMS.
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Why do we need this information?
Facilities must show that they are committed to
improving their environmental performance.  This means
that you can describe past achievements and will make
future commitments.

What do you need to do?
Refer to the Environmental Performance Table in the
instructions to answer questions 1 and 2.

1  Describe your past achievements for at least two
environmental aspects. If you need more space than is
provided, attach copies of this page.

Note to small facilities: If you qualify as a small facility as
defined in the instructions, you are required to report past
achievement for at least one environmental aspect.

First aspect you’ve selected
What aspect have
you selected?

What was the previous level
(2 years ago)?

What is the current level?

Emissions of ozone-depleting
chemicals

Quantity
650 (CY97)

Units
gallons

Quantity
310 (CY99)

Units
gallons

i. How is the current level an improvement over the
previous level?

Current level is approximately a 47% reduction from the previous level.

ii. How did you achieve this improvement?

1.  Relacement of CFC-113 with HFE-7100.

2.  Replacement of vapor degreasers with those using less solvent.

3.  Shutting down vapor degreaser until need arises.

Section C
Tell us about your past
achievements and future
commitments.
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Second aspect you’ve selected
What aspect have
you selected?

What was the previous level
(2 years ago)?

What is the current level?

Hazardous Solid Waste:
Reduction

Quantity
1,340

Units
lbs

Quantity
0

Units
N/A

i. How is the current level an improvement over the
previous level?

Petroleum naptha is utilized for precision cleaning of spacecraft components.  After a period
of use, the naptha becomes unusable because it fails to meet stringent aerospace cleaning
standards.  Previously, it was disposed of as hazardous waste.  Now Safety-Kleen takes the
product for drum cleaning at their facility, as part of their continual use program.

ii. How did you achieve this improvement?

WSTF captures the solvent and sends it to Safety-Kleen, who uses the solvent as product since
it meets their specifications.

2  Select at least four environmental aspects (no more than
two from any one category) from the Environmental
Performance Table in the instructions and then tell us
about your future commitments. If you need more space
than is provided, attach copies of this section.

Note to small facilities: If you are a small facility, you
are required to make commitments for at least two
environmental aspects in two different categories.

First aspect you’ve selected

a. What is the aspect? Energy Use

b. Is this aspect identified as significant in your
EMS?

 Yes  No

c. What is the current level? You may choose to
state
this as an absolute value or in terms of units of
production or output.

 Option A:
Absolute value

 Option B:
In terms of
units of production
or output

173,000 BTU/sq. ft.
(Quantity/Units)

          
(Quantity/Units)

Section C, continued
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d. What is the improvement you are committing to
over the next three years? You may choose to
state
this as an absolute value or in terms of units of
production or output.

 Option A:
Absolute value

 Option B:
In terms of
units of production
or output

167,000 BTU/sq. ft. (FY03)
(Quantity/Units)

          
(Quantity/Units)

e. How will you achieve this improvement? High-use energy areas will be targeted for energy
use alternatives and/or more efficient energy
technologies.

Second aspect you’ve selected

a. What is the aspect? ODC emissions

b. Is this aspect identified as significant in your
EMS?

 Yes  No

c. What is the current level? You may choose to
state
this as an absolute value or in terms of units of
production or output.

 Option A:
Absolute value

 Option B:
In terms of
units of production
or output

310 gallons (CY99)
(Quantity/Units)

          
(Quantity/Units)

d. What is the improvement you are committing to
over the next three years? You may choose to
state
this as an absolute value or in terms of units of
production or output.

 Option A:
Absolute value

 Option B:
In terms of
units of production
or output

235 gallons (CY00)
(Quantity/Units)

          
(Quantity/Units)

e. How will you achieve this improvement? WSTF can only commit to an annual goal due to its
R&D nature.

1.  Replacement of CFC-113 in equipment.

2.  "Operate-only-when-needed" equipment.

3.  Procure waivers for CFC-113 in NASA
specification.
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Third aspect you’ve selected

a. What is the aspect? Total Solid Waste

b. Is this aspect identified as significant in your
EMS?

 Yes  No

c. What is the current level? You may choose to
state
this as an absolute value or in terms of units of
production or output.

 Option A:
Absolute value

 Option B:
In terms of
units of production
or output

          
(Quantity/Units)

10,000 ea.
(Quantity/Units)

d. What is the improvement you are committing to
over the next three years? You may choose to
state
this as an absolute value or in terms of units of
production or output.

 Option A:
Absolute value

 Option B:
In terms of
units of production
or output

          
(Quantity/Units)

0
(Quantity/Units)

e. How will you achieve this improvement? Security personnel have been instructed to
recover the spent brass cartridges at the WSTF
Firing Range, and forward them to the
Environmental Department for recycling.  This will
reduce WSTF's total solid waste output.

Fourth aspect you’ve selected

a. What is the aspect? Total Materials Use: Reduction

b. Is this aspect identified as significant in your
EMS?

 Yes  No

c. What is the current level? You may choose to
state
this as an absolute value or in terms of units of
production or output.

 Option A:
Absolute value

 Option B:
In terms of
units of production
or output

300 reams (at 500
pages per ream)

(Quantity/Units)

          
(Quantity/Units)

d. What is the improvement you are committing to
over the next three years? You may choose to
state
this as an absolute value or in terms of units of
production or output.

 Option A:
Absolute value

 Option B:
In terms of
units of production
or output

150 reams (at 500
pages per ream)

(Quantity/Units)

          
(Quantity/Units)
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e. How will you achieve this improvement? WSTF will reduce the amount of waste paper
generated through the implementation of the
EPA/NMED/NASA Project XL (see enclosed copy).
This Project XL highlights the use of an electronic
regulatory reporting system (first through the use of
CDs, and then to a digitally signed Web-server).
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Why do we need this information?
Facilities must demonstrate their commitment to public
outreach and performance reporting.  You should have
appropriate mechanisms in place to identify community
concerns, to communicate with the public, and to provide
information on your environmental performance.

What do you need to do?
§ Describe your approach to public outreach.
§ List three references who are familiar with your facility.

1  How do you identify and respond to community
concerns?

1.  WSTF communication (internal/external) written
procedure

2.  newspaper notices

3.  radio notices

4.  public meetings

5.  WSTF Web Page - community outreach

2  How do you inform community members of
important matters that affect them?

# 2-5 above.

3  How will you make the Achievement Track
Annual Performance Report available to the
public?

 Website  www.wstf.nasa.gov

 Newspaper

 Open Houses

 Other

Project XL

Section D
Tell us about your public
outreach and reporting.
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4  Are there any ongoing citizen suits against your
facility?

If yes, describe briefly in the right-hand column.

 Yes  No

          

5  List references below

Organization Name Phone number

Representative of
a Community/
Citizen Group

New Mexico State
University (NMSU)

Dr. Adrian Hansen (505) 646-3032

State/Local Regulator New Mexico
Environment
Department (NMED)

Mr. Philip Solano (505) 827-1561; ext.
1021

Other community/local
reference

San Andres National
Wildlife Refuge

USDA Jornada
Agricultural Range

Mr. Kevin Cobble

Dr. Kris Havstad

(505) 382-5047

(505) 646-4842
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The National Environmental Performance Track is a U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency program.  Please direct inquiries to 1-888-339-PTRK or e-mail
ptrack@indecon.com.  Mail completed applications to:

The Performance Track Information Center
c/o Industrial Economics Incorporated
2067 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02140


