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Notice of Availability of the Project XL Proposed Final Project
Agreenent: Naval Station Mayport Project--Beneficial Reuse of Dredged
Material; Regulatory Reinvention (XL) Pilot Projects

AGENCY: Environnmental Protection Agency.

ACTION: Notice of availability of the Project XL Proposed Final Project
Agreenent: Naval Station Mayport Project--Beneficial Reuse of Dredged
Materi al .

SUMMARY: EPA is requesting comments on a proposed Project XL Fina

Proj ect Agreenent (FPA) for Naval Station Mayport (hereafter "°NS
Mayport''). The FPA is a voluntary agreement devel oped col | aboratively
by NS Mayport, the Jacksonville District of the U S. Army Corps of

Engi neers (COE), the Florida Departnment of Environmental Protection
(DEP), the City of Jacksonville (Jacksonville) and EPA. Project XL,
announced in the Federal Register on May 23, 1995 (60 FR 27282), gives
regul ated entities the flexibility to develop alternative strategies
that will replace or nodify specific regulatory or procedura

requi rements on the condition that they produce greater environmental
benefits. EPA has set a goal of inplementing fifty XL projects
undertaken in full partnership with the states.

In order to maintain operations at NS Mayport, 600,000 cubic yards
of sedi nent nust be dredged every 18-24 nonths fromthe facility's
entrance channel and turning basin. Since 1993, NS Mayport has been
di sposing of this material into the ocean. To reduce and eventually
el i mi nate ocean disposal, NS Mayport proposes to use this excess
dredged material as the foundation for the production of construction
bl ocks and artificial reef material. Initially, the dredged nmateria
for construction of the building blocks and the artificial reef
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material will be derived fromtwo existing upland holding sites. In the
future, the dredged material will come (either directly or indirectly

t hrough tenporary storage at the upland holding sites) fromthe
facility's maintenance dredgi ng projects thereby elimnating the need
for ocean disposal of this material. By the year 2020, NS Mayport has
estimated that without this project, it will have disposed of
approximately ten (10) million cubic yards of dredged naterial into the
ocean. Additionally, NS Mayport is considering use of excess flyash
produced by Jacksonville's electrical generating plant as a
solidification material for the construction blocks. No flyash will be
used to nmake materials for artificial reefs.

In order for NS Mayport to dredge its entrance channel and turning
basi n, and di spose of the nmaterial into the ocean, it is required to
obtain two permits fromthe COE: a Section 10 pernmit for dredging and a
Section 103 pernit for ocean disposal. COE 103 pernits for ocean
di sposal are subject to EPA concurrence. NS Mayport is also required to
obtain from Florida DEP an Environmental Resource Permit and any
associ at ed Soverei gn Subnmerged Land aut horizations. As noted above, NS
Mayport is currently required to obtain three permts, with three
different tine-lines, to dredge and di spose of its maintenance dredged
material. This creates a confusing process during the pernit's renewal
and public comrent periods. Through Project XL, NS Mayport is asking
EPA to participate in a partnership with COE, Florida DEP
Jacksonville, and interested Stakeholders to synchronize the dredging
and ocean di sposal permitting process. The COE regul ations state that
ocean disposal permts will not exceed three (3) years. These
regul ati ons, however, allow the COE district engineer to grant permt
ext ensi ons. Though the regul ati ons all ow extensi ons, EPA Region 4 and
the Jacksonville District of the COE do not have procedures for such
extensions. This Project establishes procedures for EPA Region 4 and
t he Jacksonville District of the COE by proposing a five-year (5)
permt sequence, consisting of a three-year (3) permt with a two-year
(2) permit extension when appropriate.

This XL project has no bearing on the separate discussions
surroundi ng the Agency's final regulatory determination for flyash.
Further, this Federal Register Notice is not soliciting coments on the
Agency's final regulatory determ nation for flyash. NS Mayport is not
seeking any relief fromregulatory requirenments, including any that may
result from EPA action pursuant to the regulatory determ nation for
flyash.

DATES: The period for subm ssion of coments ends on May 22, 2000.

ADDRESSEES: All coments on the proposed Final Project Agreenent shoul d
be sent to: Ms. Mchelle denn, US EPA, Region 4, 61 Forsyth Street,
Atlanta, GA 30303, or Ms. Lisa Reiter US EPA, Ariel Rios Building, Mi
Code 1802, 1200 Pennsyl vani a Avenue, NW Washi ngton, DC 20460. Conments
may al so be faxed to Mchelle d enn (404) 562-8063 or Lisa Reiter (202)
260- 3125. Comments may al so be received via electronic mail sent to:

gl enn. m chel | e@pa. gov or reiter.|isa@pa. gov.

FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON: To obtain a copy of the Project Fact Sheet or
t he proposed Final Project Agreenent, contact: Mchelle denn, US EPA
Regi on 4, 61 Forsyth Street, Atlanta, GA 30303, or Lisa Reiter, US EPA,
Mai | Code 1802, Ariel Rios Building, 1200 Pennsyl vani a Avenue, NW
Washi ngt on, DC 20460. The FPA and rel ated docunments are al so avail abl e
via the Internet at the follow ng location: http://ww. epa.gov/
Project XL. In addition, the proposed FPA will be avail able at the
Beaches Branch Public Library--600 Third St., Neptune Beach, FL.
Questions to EPA regarding the docunents can be directed to Mchelle

G enn at (404) 562-8674 or Lisa Reiter at (202) 260-9041. To be

i ncl uded on the NS Mayport Project XL mailing list about future public
neetings, XL progress reports and other mailings from NS Mayport on the
XL project, contact Cheryl Mtchell, Environmental Director, NS
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Mayport, Mayport, FL 32228-0067 or (904) 270-6730. For information on
all other aspects of the XL Program contact Christopher Knopes at the
foll owi ng address: O fice of Policy and Rei nvention, US EPA, Mil Code
1802, Ariel Rios Building, 1200 Pennsyl vani a Avenue, NW Washi ngton, DC
20460. Additional information on Project XL, including docunents
referenced in this notice, other EPA policy docunents related to
Project XL, regional XL contacts, application information, and
descriptions of existing XL projects and proposals, is available via
the Internet at http://ww. epa. gov/Project XL.

[[ Page 25328]]

Dated: April 25, 2000.
El i zabeth A. Shaw,
Deputy Associate Administrator, Ofice of Reinvention Prograns.
[ FR Doc. 00-10766 Filed 4-28-00; 8:45 anj
Bl LLI NG CODE 6560-50- P
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