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RED ROCK ROAD SITE

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT REPORT

SUTHERLIN, OREGON

1.   INTRODUCTION

Ecology and Environment, Inc., (E & E) has been tasked by the U.S. Environmental Protection

Agency (EPA) to provide technical support for completion of a Preliminary Assessment (PA) at the Red

Rock Road site in Sutherlin, Oregon.  E & E completed PA activities under Technical Direction

Document (TDD) No. 98-06-0002, issued under EPA Region 10 Superfund Technical Assessment and

Response Team (START) Contract Number 68-W6-0008.  The specific goals for the Red Rock Road site

identified by EPA are as follows:

& Determine the potential threat to public health or the environment posed by the site;

& Determine the potential for a release of hazardous constituents into the environment; and

& Determine the potential for placement of the site on the National Priorities List.

Completion of the PA included reviewing existing site information, collecting receptor

information within the site’s range of influence, determining regional characteristics, and conducting a

site visit.  This document includes a discussion of site background information (Section 2), a discussion

of migration/exposure pathways and potential receptors (Section 3), and a list of pertinent references

(Section 4).
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2.   SITE BACKGROUND

2.1 SITE LOCATION

Site Name: Red Rock Road - Sutherlin

CERCLIS ID No.: OR0002367191

Location: Red Rock Road
Sutherlin, Oregon  97479

Eastern End of Road Western End of Road
Latitude/ 43( 28' 19" North 43( 23' 18" North
Longitude: 123( 3' 34" West 123( 18' 5" West

Legal Description: The site is located within the following townships, ranges, and sections:

Township Range Sections

25S 5W 12, 13, 15, 40, 41, 50, 51

25S 4W 1, 2, 9, 10, 11, 37, 38, 41, 47, 49, 51

25S 3W 6

24S 3W 20, 21, 29, 31, 32

Site Owners: Weyerhaeuser, Inc.
33663 Weyerhaeuser Way South
Federal Way, WA  98003
(206) 924-3772

City of Sutherlin
P.O. Box 459
Sutherlin, OR  97479

Site Contacts: Jim Odendahl
Director of Corporate Remediation

 Weyerhaeuser, CH1L28
Tacoma, WA  98477

Richard Schwartz
City of Sutherlin
P.O. Box 459
Sutherlin, OR  97479
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(National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration [NOAA] 1973).  The drainage area for the entire

source is estimated at 29 acres, which is the surface area of the railroad grade.  Of this, 19.8 acres is the

drainage area of that portion of the source available for containment migration into Watershed 1.  The

remaining 9.2 acres of the source defines the drainage area for Watershed 2.  The upgradient area of the

site was not included because, in most locations, the railroad grade is approximately 3 to 5 feet above the

surrounding ground surface.

Two public surface water supply intakes are located within the TDL for Watershed 1

(EPA 1998).  One surface water intake, operated by the City of Sutherlin, is located on Calapooya Creek

at Nonpareil, approximately 0.55 mile from the nearest upstream PPE; it provides drinking water to

approximately 5,800 people (Mitchell 1998).  The other surface water intake, operated by the City of

Oakland, is also located on Calapooya Creek, approximately 9.2 miles from the nearest upstream PPE; it

provides drinking water to approximately 850 people (Howard 1999).  In addition, surface water from the

Platt I Reservoir, within the Watershed 2 TDL, is used to irrigate commercial crops and livestock

(Williams 1998).  One drinking water intake is located within the TDL for Watershed 2.  This intake is

operated by the Umpqua Basin Water Association and is located on the North Umpqua River near

Riversdale; it serves approximately 8,500 people (Groshong 1999) and is located approximately

12.1 miles from the nearest PPE for Watershed 2 (USGS 1988).

As discussed above, surface water bodies within the TDLs include portions of the Umpqua

River, North Umpqua River, Calapooya Creek, Sutherlin Creek and all of Platt I Reservoir.  Commercial

and subsistence fisheries are not known to exist within the TDL for either watershed (Harris 1999,

Duncan 1999); however, sport fishing does occur within both TDLs (Duncan 1999).

There is no available data for fish harvested from the surface water bodies within Watershed 1. 

However, it is probable that fish are caught for human consumption and not reported to the Oregon State

Department of Fish & Wildlife (Duncan 1999).  It is expected that approximately 50 pounds of fish are

caught for human consumption annually in Watershed 1.

Fish catch data for the section of North Umpqua River from its confluence with the Umpqua

River upstream to the Winchester Dam in Winchester, Oregon (all of which is within the TDL for

Watershed 2 indicate that 54 winter steelhead trout were harvested during the 1999 season.  Based on an

average weight of 9 pounds, the total weight of winter steelhead caught within the TDL for Watershed 2

is estimated to be 486 pounds (Duncan 1999).  In addition, one Chinook salmon (estimated to weigh

11 pounds) was reported to be harvested in 1998 from the same stretch of river (Duncan 1999).  Also

three summer steelheads were reportedly caught, with a total weight of 18 pounds.  Therefore, it is

estimated that the total annual sport catch for this section of the North Umpqua is approximately
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miles and 3.6 miles of the site (ONHP 1999).  Approximately 272 acres of wetlands are located within 4

miles of the site (USFWS various dates).  Commercial livestock grazing occurs within ½ mile of the

source (E & E 1998).  Conflicting information exists regarding whether or not a portion of the railroad

grade is used for public recreation (ECSI 1997, Gray 1999).  Table 3-3 provides populations and wetland

acreage by distance ring within 4 miles of the site.
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Table 3-1

GROUNDWATER DRINKING WATER POPULATION WITHIN A 4-MILE RADIUS
RED ROCK ROAD SITE
SUTHERLIN, OREGON

Distance Private of Persons/ Private Wells by Public Wells Distance Ring
(Miles) Wells Household (a) (b) (a) + (b)

Number of Average Number Served by Persons Served Total Population per
Persons

0 - 1/4 157 2.60 408.2 0 408.2

1/4 - ½ 123 2.60 319.8 0 319.8

½ - 1 199 2.60 517.4 0 517.4

1 - 2 297 2.60 772.2 0 772.2

2 - 3 188 2.60 488.8 0 488.8

3 - 4 154 2.60 400.4 0 400.4

Total 2907
     Source:  EPA 1998; Oregon Water Resources Department (OWRD) 1999; U.S. Department of Commerce (USDC) 1990.

Table 3-2

POPULATIONS WITHIN A 1-MILE RADIUS
RED ROCK ROAD SITE
SUTHERLIN, OREGON

Distance Ring Population

0 - 1/4 mile 186

1/4 - ½ mile 361

½ - 1 mile 1107

Total 1654
     Source:  EPA 1998.
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Table 3-3

POPULATIONS AND WETLAND ACREAGE WITHIN A 4-MILE RADIUS
RED ROCK ROAD SITE
SUTHERLIN, OREGON

Distance (Miles) Residents Wetland Acreage

On a source 0 0

0 - 1/4 186 93

1/4 - ½ 361 22

½ - 1 1,107 11

1 - 2 2,951 26

2 - 3 2,478 46

3 - 4 844 74

Total 7,927 272
     Source:  EPA 1998, USFWS various dates
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