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PANTHER CREEK ARSENIC EXPOSURE PREVENTION

Thi sfact sheet was preparedby t he Bureauof Envi ronnent al Heal t hand Saf et y- 1 daho D vi si onof

Heal thandthe BEwi ronnental Frotecti onAgency (EPA for citizenslivingor spendi ngtineinthe

Pant her G eek areanear @hal t, 1daho. It isaguidefor preventi ngor reduci ngyour exposuretoarseni ¢
until adeternnnetionisnadeonwet her theseareasposeapatentia hea thrisk. Thisinfornati onis

i nport ant becausear seni cnaly causeharmiul heal theffects, especia | ytochi I dren, thed derly, o those
wthexi sti nghed thprod ens.

Soi | sanpl i ngwas conduct ed al ong Pant her G eek fromt he @bal t Townsi te downt ot he Sal non R ver
aspart of theRenedi al I nvestigati o/ FeasibilitySudy (seenap). The BPAf oundar seni c concentrati ons
intheso I sinsoneareas a ongthebanks of thecreekandi sintheprocess of det ermni ngwhet her the

| evel sposeapotentia risktohunanheal thandtheenvironnent. Theresul tsof thesanpl i ngcanbe
foundinthe 1998 Renedi al | nvesti gati onDat aSummary Report, B ackbirdMneSte, Lenii Gunty,

| daho, preparedby Gl der Associ ates, February 11, 1999, Thisrepart isava |l ad eat thel ocati onsli sted
a theendd thisfact sheet.

Envi ronnent al Sour ces

Arseni ci sanel enent conmonl y foundi ntheenvi ronnent asanmneral i nconti nati onwthot her

el enent ssuchas oxygen, iron, andsu fur. Thisfornof arseniciscd |l edinorgani carsenic. Aseniccan
a sobefoundinplantsandaninal s. Thisfaom scaledorganicarsenic. Itisusudlylessharnfiu than
inorgan carsenc.

Naturd ninera depositssonatinescontai nl argequantitiesaof inorgani carsenic. Duringnini ng
operationsat theB ackbi rdNine, thesemnera swerebrought tothesurfaceandconcentratedi nsail s,
tailings, andvasterock. Past rel easesanderosi onadf soneof thesenateria sprinarilyintoB ackoird
G eekresul tedi narseni ccontannat edsal | s bei ngdeposi t edi nsone ar eas near by and f | coded by
Pant her G eek.

HowDoes Arseni ¢ Get | nt o My Body?

Arseni ccanenter your body severa different vays. Saal | ow ngarseni c-contamnatedsoi | or dust, dust
onfoodanddi rect ski ncontact aretheexposureroutesof greatest concerna ongt he banks of Pant her
Geek. |f youwear arseni c-contamnat edcl ot hi ngor shoesintoyour hone, it nay al sobecone
contamnated. Sl | chil drenwhopl ayonthefl oor nay get thedust intothel r nout hs.

Arseniclevel si nPant her G eek surfacewat er neet BPAsaf edri nki ngwat er st andar ds based on cur rent
data Eati ngPanther Geekfish, usinggroundvat er for drinki ng, andbreat hingthel evel sof arsenic
foundinsoi | sor dust a ongPanther G eekarenot expectedtoposeaheal thri sk.

HowCan Arseni c Affect M Heal t h?

Nany f act or s det er mmnevihet her harnfiul heal theffectswl | occur, andwhat t het ype andseri ousness of
thosehed theffectswl| be. Thesefactorsincl udet hedose (hownoch), thedurati on(hoM ong), the
roue(breathing eating, drinking, o skincotact), andyowr i nd vi dud cheracteristics(age, sex, famly
trats, etc.). Thepossi bl ehed theffectshbysva | ownghi ghl evel sdf i norgani carsen ca ongt hebanks of
Panther Geekfd | ow



Possi bl eeffect sfromshort -t er mexposur e:

Nausea, vomti ng, anddi arrhea; decreased producti onof redandwhni tebl oodcel | s; abnornal heart
rhyt hm bl codvessel danage; or a“pi nsandneed es” sensati oni nhandsandfeet. Drect ski ncont act
nay causeredness andsvel | i ng. A seni ¢ danages nany ti ssuesi ncl udi ngnerves, stonach, i ntestines,

andski n

Rossi bl eef f ect s from ong-t er mexposur e

Car keni ng of theski nandt he appearanceof snal | “corns” or “warts” onthepal ns of thehandor sol es
of thefeet. Hwever, al of thesesynmt ons, bot hshort-termand|l ong-term coul dbe caused by

cond ti onsather thanar seni cexposure.

CGan Ar seni ¢ Cause Cancer ?

The Depart nent of Heal t hand Hiunan Servi ces (CHD) has determinedt hat ar seni ¢ i s aknown cause of
cancer. Snal | ow ngarseni ci ncreases your chances of devel opi ngt unar s of thebl adder, ki dney, and

lie.

HowCan | Prevent or Reduce My Exposur et o Arseni c?

INDOORS

I'f youworkor spendtineintheareasal ong
Pant her G eek vher e €l evat ed ar seni ¢ has been
foudinsal s

=Renove shoes bef oreent eri ngt he honet o
prevent tracki ngi ncontannnet eddust or sai l .

eDhgsandcat scancarry contannatedsoi | into
honesonthei r feet andfur. If possibl e, keeppets
out of areeswthcontamnatedsal. |f possib e,
keeppet sout si det hehone. Bat heyour pets

frequatly.

*\Viish your hands af t er handl i ng your pet, and
bef orepreparingor eati ngfood. Veshyour
chi | dren shandsandfaces aft er pl ayi ngout door's.

* Canp nop and dust frequent | y t or educe cont act
wtharsen c-contannnat eddust i f youbd i evet hat
arseni ccontannnat edsal | has beenbrought i nto
your hone. Ghildrenarenaoreli kel ythanadu tsto
be exposedt oarseni ci ndust. Shanpoo car pet s
wthdetergent andvater.

OUTDOORS

* Avoi d unnecessary exposur et ot he areas al ong
Rather Geekwihe evatedarsenicleve sinsail.
Gl drenarenarel i kel ythanadul t st obe exposedto
asaicinsdls.

*Avoi deating, drinking, snaki ng, or chew ngwhi | e
i nt hecont annnat edar ea.

| f younust di st urbt he cont annat edar ea, wear
clean, ful bodypratectived athi ng(coverd I sor | ong
sl eeveshirt andpants), shoes, andd oves. Vish
vorkcl othes separat e yfromot her cl othi ng.

*Your car or truck nay becone cont anminat edw t h
arseni cfromdi rt or dust onyowr shoesor cl athing, or
i f youdriveontot hecontanmnat edareas. Danpdust
theinsi deof t hevehi cl eandshanpoot hecarpet wth
Oetergent andvet er.

*Sraythecontamnat edsoi | wthwat er toprevent
dust bef oreyoud sturbthearea

Asenicisnatural | yoccurringandw del ydistributedi ntheenvi ronmnent, andpeopl eareexposedtoit
intheir nornal dailyactivities. Thesanpl i ngof Panther G eekresi dentsanddust i nthei r hones
conpl et edby t he ATSTRI n 1997 di dnat suggest any el evat edexposurestoarseni c; neverthel ess, itis
prudent totakeprecauti onstoreduceor prevent excess exposuretoarsenic. Fortunat ey, exposureto
arseni cinsoi | snear Pant her G eek canbereducedby taki ngt he neasures | i st edabove.




| f you have any questi ons or concerns, or needaddi tional i nfornati onontheheal theffects of
arseni cexposure (agenera fact sheet onarseni cexposureisavail abl €), pl easecontact :

Jean Wodwar d I dahoD strict Seven Heal t h Depart nent
| dahoD vi sionaf Health S eve Adans (208) 756- 2122 or
Bureauof Ewvironnental Heal thand Safety Ken Ander son (208) 522- 0310
S0WSaeS.

Boi se, |1 D83720- 0036

(208) 334-5544

For questi ons about theB ackbirdMnesite, pl easecontact FranAl ans, BPAR o ect Minager, at
(208) 378-57750r | eave anessage at 1- 800-424-4372and Franw | | cal | you back.

The 1998 Renedi al | nvest i gati on Dat a Sunmary Report, B ackbirdMne Ste, Lenti Gounty,
| daho, preparedby Gl der Associ at es, February 11, 1999, andthereportsthat support thecl eanup
actiosat theB ackbirdMneSteareava | i eat thefd | owngfour | ocati ors:

S nonRublicLi brary UsS BEPA UsS BEPA
204 M NS reet | dahoQperati onOfice 1200 S xt h Avenue
Sl non, 1D 1435N Qchard 7thH oor Records
Crter

Boise ID Seattle VWA

Pant her G eek | nn*
@Qbat, ID

*(Thi sl ocationconta nssonegenera infornati onreports, aswel | asreportsthat support the
cl eanupdeci sionat thePanther GeekImn. Reportsfor futurecl eanupdeci sionsat theB ackbird
Mrew! | d sobeavai | ad ehere.)

Agenci esparti ci patingi nthe Pant her G eek Vigrki ngG oupare:
Dstrict 7Hea thDepart nent

| daho D vi si onof Heal t h- Bureauof Bwironnental Heal thand Sef ety
| daho D vi si onof Heal th-Dvi si onof Bwi ronnental Qality

I dahoD vi sionof Heal th-Bareauof Ginical andPreventi ve Servi ces
US Forest Srvice

Agency for Toxi ¢ Qubst ances and O sease Regi stry (ATSR

US Hwironnental FrotectionAgency.
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