
SOIL DESCRIPTION FORM Date ___________________ 

Persons Describing the Soil: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Land Resource Region (LRR): ________   County: ________________    State: ____________ 

N Lat  _ _ . _ _ _ _ _ W Lon  -  _ _  . _ _ _ _ _   USGS Quad Sheet___________________________ 

Detailed directions to site: _______________________________________________________________________ 

     __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

If using a published soil survey: 

Full map unit name:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Subgroup classification (of the dominant soils): ______________________________________________________ 

On Hydric Soils List?  (y/n  for each) ___________  

 

If no survey available:      Based on your description 

Subgroup classification _________________________________________________________________________ 

Nearest Fit Soil Series ___________________________________________ 

Major soil properties outside the series range? _______________________________________________________ 

 

Hydric Field Indicator/s:  ____ between ___ and ___ inches       ___ between ___ and ___ inches 

Hydric Soil without indicators:  ___ no    ___ yes 

 

Site Properties: 

Thickness of fill material? ____ in.  Current vegetation type/land use ______________________________ 

Aspect (slope direction) (0o to 360o): __________________   Actual slope (%): _____________ 

 

Hydrology: 

Depth to top of observed groundwater: (in.) _______   Artificial drainage?: y/n  _____   

Evidence of historical flooding? y/n ______    Evidence of historical ponding? y/n ______ 

Evidence of height of water levels above surface: (in.) _____     Last known flooding event: (year)  _______ 

 

Vegetation: (describe fully) 

 



Soil Profile Description Worksheet (use abbreviations from Field Book for Describing Soils) 

Horizon Depth Texture Color Redoximorphic Features (1 or 2 of each) Structure Consis-
tence Roots 

# Name Bot-
tom 

Rock 
frag.  

Fine-
earth  Moist Matrix Depletions Concentrations Grade Shape Moist Abund. 

  Inch Mod. Class Hue Val. Chr. % 
vol. Full Color Con-

trast 
% 

vol. Full Color Con-
trast    Fine + 

V. Fine 
                 1 
                 
                 2                  
                 3                  
                 4                  
                 5                  
                 6                  
                 7                  
                 8                  



 
Hydric Soil Indicator Worksheet (use the latest Field Indicators Guide) 

Hor. Depth H2S  
Odor 

Strat-
ified Texture Color – depleted horizons Reduced

matrix 
α,α-

dipyridyl Sandy Soils Only 

# Bot-
tom A4 A5 A1, A2, 

A3, A9 A6 A7, S1 
Chro
ma < 

2 

Gleyed 
matrix 
S4, F2 

Depleted 
matrix (S5) 
F3, F4, F7 

Rapid 
color 

change 

Positive
reaction 

Coated/ 
masked 
S7, S9 

Stripped
zones 

S6 

Polyvalue
S8 

 Inch y/n y/n 
Saturated 
Organic 
texture 

Org. 
bodies

y/n 

Mucky 
modified

y/n 

> 60% vol. 
y/n y/n y/n > 70% 

y/n 
> 10% 

y/n 
> 5% 
y/n 

              1 
              
              2               
              3               
              4               
              5               
              6               
              7               
              8               

 
 


