REGION 2 — Increasing Awareness of Environmental Irpacts to Coral Reef Systems in the
Caribbean through Targeted Outreach, Training and Education

OVERVIEW:

Federal Agency Name:U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 2 jcefbf Policy and
Management, Policy, Planning and Evaluation Branch

Funding Opportunity Title: Increasing Awareness of Environmental Impacts toalReef
Systems in the Caribbean through Targeted Outr8aeining and Education

Funding Opportunity Number: EPA-R2-OPM-02
Announcement Type: Request for Full Applications (RFA)

CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE (CFDA) Numbe rs: 66.034, 66.436,
and 66.716

CFDA Titles:

66.034Surveys, Studies, Investigations, Demonstrationd 3pecial Purpose Activities
Relating To The Clean Air Act Section 103(b)(3).

66.436Surveys, Studies, Investigations, Demonstratiénsl Training Grants Relating to
Section 104(b)(3) of The Clean Water Act.

66.716Surveys, Studies, Investigations, Training Dematsins And Educational Outreach
Relating to Toxic Substances Control Act, Sectidn 1

For a full description of each CFDA listed sb#p://12.46.245.173/CEDA/pdf/catalog.pdf

Action Dates:

Postmark/Receipt of applicationday 12, 2008
EPA review of proposals May 2008
Expected funding decision June 2008
Expected grant award June 30, 2008

Executive Summary:

The Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) RegiiDffice of Policy and Management
(OPM), Policy, Planning, and Evaluation Branch (BIPE soliciting applications from eligible
organizations for a project(s) that addressesal@ning objectives associated with the coral
reef ecosystems within PR and/or the USVI: 1) iases public and/or stakeholder awareness
about the ecological, economic, social and cultuahle of coral reefs and associated
ecosystems and 2) promotes environmental stewardsdis it pertains to energy and water
usage, water or air pollution, and/or solid wastaegation and management — either through the
introduction and/or adoption of more sustainabtkuigtry practices or the encouragement of
more sustainable personal choices. To realizeettves objectives, projects must focus on either
or both of these high-priority project areas dedify EPA Region 2.



Communication

® Promote education/outreach to the public on hobetbetter environmental
stewards. Especially, foster sustainability omamunity level.
Outreach

® Promote the application and dissemination of soatde tools and programs:
Industrial Ecology, green roofs, environmental nggamaent systems (EMS), green
buildings, etc.

® Promote the dissemination and application of wastemization tools (e.g., EMS,
compost technology) to consumers, manufacturersretitutions. Focus on the
following issues: (1) beneficial reuse of food &w®D (construction and debris)
waste; and, (2) “recycling on the go” for consumpackaging and beverage
containers.

® Engage the development and/or hospitality secteugtainability and pollution
protection outreach activities.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Regios 2aliciting applications to fund one or two
projects, with no project less than $20,000 or ntbae $60,000, that address the issues
described above and in Section I. Funding for ¢higitation will be in the form of grants.
Funds will be awarded under one or more of thevalg statutes: Clean Water Act, Section
104(b)(3), Clean Air Act, Section 103(b)(3), and ffoxic Substances Control Act, Section 10
as amended by Public Law 106-74.

» Clean Water Act, Section 104(b) (3) authorizes tgém conduct and promote the
coordination and acceleration of, research, ingastins, experiments, training,
demonstrations, surveys, and studies relatingd@#uses, effects, extent, prevention,
reduction, and elimination of water pollution.

» Clean Air Act, Section 103(b) (3) authorizes gsatiat conduct, and promote the coordination
and acceleration of research, investigations, exmans, demonstrations, surveys, and studies
relating to the causes, effects (including heattth &welfare effects), extent, prevention, and
control of air pollution.

» Toxic Substances Control Act, Section 10 as amebgdRlblic Law 106-74 authorizes
grants to support research, development, monitppaglic education, training,
demonstrations, and studies as related to thegbiateof public health and the environment
from the potential risk of toxic chemicals.



Proposed projects and activities must be consistghtone or more of the statutory authorities
stated above. EPA will assign each successfulagylwith the appropriate CFDA Title.
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I. FUNDING OPPORTUNITY DESCRIPTION
A. Background

EPA Region 2 includes the Commonwealth of Puertm RPR) and the U.S. Virgin Islands

(USVI), areas which are surrounded by fragile cozaf systems. EPA Region 2 identified PR

and the USVI as high-priority locales for pollutiprevention initiatives. In addition EPA

Region 2 defined the following project areas a$pgority and proposed projects must address

either or both of these areas to be eligible fodfaog consideration (See Section I11):
Communication

® Promote education/outreach to industry and thergépablic on how to be better
environmental stewards.
Outreach

® Promote the application and dissemination of soatdée tools and programs:
Industrial Ecology, green roofs, environmental nggamaent systems (EMS), green
buildings, etc.

® Promote the dissemination and application of wastemization tools (e.g., EMS,
compost technology) to consumers, manufacturersretitutions. Focus on the
following issues: (1) beneficial reuse of food &w®D (construction and debris)
waste; and, (2) “recycling on the go” for consumpackaging and beverage
containers.

® Engage the development and/or hospitality secteugtainability and pollution
protection outreach activities.

EPA Region 2 expects to make one or two awardg, nataward below $20,000 or more than
$60,000, for projects that meet the priorities inet in the region’s communication and/or
outreach objectives as these objectives pertasoial reef ecosystems within PR and/or the
USVI.

A wide range of environmental problems impact spsbke coral reef ecosystems in PR and the
USVI. EPA (as a member of the U.S. Coral Reef Trasice), EPA Region 2, and the United
Nation’s International Coral Reef Initiative recaggthe threats to reefs and are mobilizing to
address these threats with an emphasis on commioniead outreach to the general public and
specific stakeholders concerning coral reef impua

EPA’s Role in Coral Reef Protection and Restoration
The 1998 Presidential Executive Order #13089 dastadal the U.S. Coral Reef Task Force
(CRTF) — EPA is an active member —to guide thegmetion and protection of reef systems.
In 2000, CRTF adopted théS. National Action Plan to Conserve Coral Reefisich can be
found in its entirety athttp://www.coralreef.gov/taskforce/pdf/CRTFAxnPlapdf. Of the
action items, tenet nine is the creation of anrmied public, which includes improving basic
knowledge and influencing behaviors, beliefs, vajJusd decision-making criteria in relation to
reef conservation. To create an informed puldtie|t.S. National Action Plan to Conserve
Coral Reefgpages 33-34) outlined these key actions:

1. Increase national and international awarenesseoétblogical, economic and

cultural importance of coral reefs.




2. Inform local and regional audiences of the linkagéveen their actions and local
coral reef health.

3. Educate specific user groups (e.g., fishers, vesseérs, divers, etc.) about ways
to minimize the impacts of their specific activity.

4. Provide information to coastal decision-makersiftuence reef conservation
issues at the local, regional and national levels.

5. Utilize and build upon existing material and sustglsoutreach activities
developed during the International Year of the @cad the Year of the Reef
campaigns within individual governmental agencied HGOs

6. Work with NGOs, Federal agencies, educationaltimsbins, States and
Territories, and the scientific community, to cofe@ compendium of general
information that currently exists on coral reefaerces.

EPA Region 2 Interest in Coral Reef Protection andRestoration

EPA Region 2 includes the Commonwealth of Puertm RPR) and the U.S. Virgin Islands
(USVI), which are surrounded by significant reeflaalated marine ecosystems. In 2002 the
CRTF adopted the "Puerto Rico Resolution" and rsigaemember U.S. States, territories and
commonwealths to prepare three-year Local Actioat8gies (LAS). A LAS tailors the.S.
National Action Plan to Conserve Coral Regéals to specific community and ecosystem needs
as related to over-fishing, land-based source®ldton, recreational overuse and misuse, lack
of public awareness, climate change and coral bilegcand disease.

International Coral Reef Initiative and Internation al Year of the Reef

Recognizing the hastening environmental degradatioaef systems and subsequent loss of
biological and economic capital, the United NatigdsN.) Commission of Sustainable
Development officially established the Internatib@aral Reef Initiative (ICRI) in April 1995.
Eight governments, including the United States ofefica (U.S.), conceived of the ICRI,
which partners government, international organiretiand non-governmental groups in efforts
to preserve coral reefs and related ecosystem.types

Mexico and the U.S., serving as the joint Secratar ICRI until June 2009, identified a
principal action items to be the education of teaagal public on the role of healthy coral reef
systems to sustain coastal communities. To aelil@s goal, the ICRI Secretariat aims to
promote the International Year of the Reef (IYORP& Campaign, the finternational Coral
Reef Symposium and partnerships with the privatéose Of specific interest are the aims of
the IYOR 2008 Campaign to:

¢ strengthen awareness about ecological, econonti@lsmd cultural value of coral
reefs and associated ecosystems;

® improve understanding of the critical threats tefseand generate both practical
and innovative solutions to reduce these threats; a

® generate urgent action to develop and implemeatefe management strategies for
conservation and sustainable use of these ecosg/istem

For more information on the 2008 IYOR referhtibp://www.iyor.organd for details concerning
ICRI refer tohttp://www.icriforum.org/




B. Scope of Work

Through this solicitation, EPA seeks applicatiomsf eligible entities (as defined in Section 111)
for a project(s) that addresses the following dibjes associated with the coral reef ecosystems
within PR and/or the USVI: 1) increases public andtakeholder awareness about the
ecological, economic, social and cultural valuearal reefs and associated ecosystems and 2)
promotes environmental stewardship — as it pertaienergy and water usage, water or air
pollution, and/or solid waste generation and manege — either through the introduction and/or
adoption of more sustainable industry practicetherencouragement of more sustainable
personal choices. To realize these two objectmagects must focus on either or both of these
high-priority project areas defined by EPA Region 2

Communication

® Promote education/outreach to industry and thergépablic on how to be better
environmental stewards.

Outreach

® Promote the application and dissemination of snatdée tools and programs:
Industrial Ecology, green roofs, environmental nggamaent systems (EMS), green
buildings, etc.

® Promote the dissemination and application of wastemization tools (e.g., EMS,
compost technology) to consumers, manufacturersratidutions. Focus on the
following issues: (1) beneficial reuse of food &w®D (construction and debris)
waste; and, (2) “recycling on the go” for consumpackaging and beverage
containers.

® Engage the development and/or hospitality secteugtainability and pollution
protection outreach activities.

Proposed projects should seek to:
® communicate to stakeholders the condition of Caalobcoral reefs systems and the
critical actions — which may include industry-widemmon practices — leading to
degradation of coral systems;

® encourage and empower the general public and/eifgpaudiences towards
assuming environmental stewardship; and,

® promote, modify, and/or develop innovative toolséduce or negate threats to
Caribbean reef systems.

This may involve activities including but not lired to:

® coordinating outreach and education consistent thiegfocuses of the USCRTF
Action Plan, a specific LAS, and/or IYOR,;

® engaging a specific audience(s) for outreach;



® synthesizing currently available outreach and imtive tools;

® modifying or enhancing available outreach mateaaid/or pollution prevention
tools to target the promotion of individual or irsdity stewardship in the protection
and/or restoration of coral reef systems; and,

® producing summary of this information to engageqyainakers, communities,
and/or industries in the development and implememtaf effective management
strategies for conservation and sustainable utigesé Caribbean reef ecosystems.

Accepted projects should demonstrate how they doeleplicated in the USVI and/or PR.

Partnerships are encouraged between Federal,&itether eligible entities that have the
expertise in coral reef ecology, environmental atioa, community organization and action,
pollution prevention, climate change initiativesnd-use impacts, and mitigation of water
quality and air quality impacts.

All proposed activities must be allowable (1) iraaance with the applicable statute(s), as
described in the Overview section of this annourer@mand (2) as further delineated in Section
| of this announcement.

C. EPA Strategic Plan Linkage and Anticipated Outcones/Outputs
1. Linkage to EPA Strategic Plan

Because of the diverse impacts to coral reef systéasks undertaken by a project may support
the following goal from the EPA Strategic Plan.

» Goal 4. Healthy Community and Ecosystems; Objecte: 4.2 Sustain, Clean Up, and
Restore Communities and the Ecological Systems th&upport Them
This goal and its strategic objectives describeliloorative approach to addressing a wide
range of environmental issues relating to humanaaretosystem health.

Each scope of work must outline the targeted in{sgctuch as climate change or construction
impacts, to specific coral reef systems within teeinds of the USVI and/or PR and detail the
manner in which the proposed final outputs andautes under the grant meets EPA’s Strategic
Goal 4.

2. Outputs and Outcomes

To evaluate the effectiveness of a project, applEare expected to describe how they intend to
measure their deliverables (outputs such as: nuoftamnferences held, number of
demonstration projects, development of “green” m@me construction and home renovation
guidelines for the Caribbean, etc.) and how thésnd to measure the outcomes (number of
participating in reef clean-ups, number of studevith an increased knowledge about the needs
and methods to protect coral reefs, number of sbuslinesses implementing pollution control
measures, number of real-estate agents that caimmiomoting green attributes in homes, etc.)
of their activities.



The following are examples of outcomes and outpufer some regional communication and
outreach priorities outlined above:
1) developing environmental education programsauartg to coral reef ecosystems; example
measures include:
a. number of educational materials developed oal ceef system protection (output)
b. number of classrooms that integrate environmedlizcation, particularly concerning
coral reefs, into their curriculum (output)
c. number of students visiting a reef for handsowronmental education (output)
d. any measure of an increase in knowledge (outcome
e. any measure of the number of students exposeduicational materials (outcome)

2) promoting individual stewardship of coral reebsystems; example measures include:
a. number of community outreach events to prorsostainable consumption (output)
b. number of PSAs developed (output)
c. number of times PSAs played on television,aadr other medium (output)
d. number of local businesses committed to encingagpstumers to use reusable
shopping bags (outcome)
e. number of plastic bags averted from landfistCome)
f. increased knowledge about the impacts of nonsmarce pollution to coral reef health
(outcome)
g. number of community groups that “Adopt-the-Reait volunteer for reef clean-ups
and monitoring reef damage (outcome)
h. development of a web-based hotline for residenteport and to help monitor reef
damage (output)

3) promoting sustainable industry; example measincsde:
a. number of conferences held to communicate ceedlprotection for members of the
tourist industry, including hotels, marinas, anéfrgide restaurants (output)
b. number of local government officials who comtoifpromote reef protection strategies
such as pump-out stations for high-demand marindsachorage points in highly
trafficked, sensitive reef spots (outcome).
c. development of a EMS training program for srbaliness owners (output)
d. number of small business owners to attend th& Eining (outcome)
e. host awards ceremony for small businesses oatndt and implement elements of
EMS or other pollution prevention measures (output)
f. number of small business owners that commitiempdement EMS or other pollution
prevention measures (outcome)
g. a measure of commitment from the Chamber of Ceroento engage local and would-
be business on sustainable practices (outcome)



4) promoting sustainable development; example nreasoclude:
a. number of outreach efforts to promote greerdimgk (output)
b. develop “green” guidelines for new construct@n/or home-improvements to
specifically address Caribbean issues — includmddd product availability — and to
mitigate nonpoint source impacts, such as sediamhnutrients, to coral reef
ecosystems (output).
c. increase in use of green building technologiegdomes such as increased use of
green roofs, recycled materials, energy efficigyiiting systems, etc.)
d. number of trainings held for developers concegithe Caribbean “green” new-home
construction guidelines (output)
e. number of trainings held for real estate agemtserning the Caribbean “green”
construction and/or home improvement guideline$piat)
f. number of developers who commit to implemeniegreonstruction and green
landscaping practices (outcome).
g. number of real estate agents who commit to ptimgdgreen” attributes in home and
building sales (outcome)

Applicants should develop measures that bestdit froposed project.

Outputs and outcomes differ both in their natung, ia how they are measured. Output means|an
environmental activity, effort, and/or associatearkvproducts related to an environmental goaj
or objective, that will be produced or provided ogaeperiod of time or by a specified date.
Outputs may be quantitative or qualitative but mhestmeasurable during an assistance agreement
funding period. Outcome means the result, effecbmsequence that will occur from carrying
out an environmental program or activity that iated to an environmental or programmatic ggal
or objective. Outcomes may be environmental, bealihealth-related or programmatic in
nature, must be quantifiable, and may not necdgdmiachievable within an assistance
agreement funding period.

Progress reports and a final report will also lbecaiired output, as specified in Section
VI(C) of this announcement, “Reporting Requiremént.

II. AWARD INFORMATION
A. Funding Type: The funding for selected project(s) will be ie tlorm of a grant.

B. Number and Amount of Awards

The total estimated funding for this competitivgpogunity is approximately $60,000. EPA
Region 2 anticipates awarding either one or twaitgrawith no grant award totaling less than
$20,000 or more than $60,000.

C. Start Date and Length of Project Period
The grant is expected to be awarded by June 3@. 20Be project and funding period under this
grant shall not exceed two years.



D. Funding
EPA reserves the right to reject all applicationd make no awards under this announcement.

lll. ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION

A. Eligible Applicants
Eligible applicants are determined based upon #@ACunder which the project is to be
funded:

66.034_Surveys, Studies, Investigations, Demonsti@s And Special Purpose Activities
Relating To The Clean Air Act.

Assistance under this program is generally avalabiStates, local governments, territories,
Indian Tribes, and possessions of the U.S., inotythe District of Columbia, international
organizations, public and private universities aalleges, hospitals, laboratories, other public or
private nonprofit institutions, which submit apg@i®ns proposing projects with significant
technical merit and relevance to EPA’s Office of And Radiation’s mission.

66.436 Surveys, Studies, Investigations, Demonstias, And Training Grants and
Cooperative Agreements -Section 104(b)(3) of The &in Water Act.

Assistance under this program is generally avalabiStates, local governments, territories,
Indian Tribes, and possessions of the U.S. (inalydhe District of Columbia); public and
private universities and colleges; hospitals; labmries; public or private nonprofit institutions;
intertribal consortia; and individuals. Nonprofiganizations described in Section 501(c)(4) of
the Internal Revenue Code that engage in lobbyatigites as defined in Section 3 of the
Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995 are not eligibleapply. An intertribal consortium must meet
the definition of eligibility in the Environment&rogram Grants for Tribes Final Rule, at 40
CFR 35.504 (66 FR 3782. January 16, 2001) (FRL-é928nd be a non-profit organization
within the meaning of OMB Circular A-122.

66.716_Surveys, Studies, Investigations, Trainindemonstrations And Educational
Outreach.

Assistance under this program is generally avalabiState, U.S. territories or possessions,
federally recognized Indian tribal governments Biadive America Organizations, public and
private universities and colleges, hospitals, latwtes, other public or private nonprofit
institutions, local governments, and individualsl amernational entities. For profit
organizations are not eligible. Non-profit orgatians described in Section 501(c)(4) of the
Internal Review Code that engage in lobbying aiéizias defined in Section 3 of the Lobbying
Disclosure Act of 1995 are not eligible to apply.

B. Cost-sharing or Matching

There is no match or cost-sharing requirement. éd@n both the degree to which the project
budget effectively uses EPA funds and leveragesrdtimds and in-kind services will be
considered as evaluation criteria. EPA will evaduidite strength of the leveraging commitment
and award points based on that evaluation (se@8ecttfor details).
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C. Threshold Eligibility Requirements

In order to be eligible for funding consideratiaf,proposed projects must meet the following
threshold criteria at the time of application sudson. Failure to meet any of the following
criteria will result in the automatic disqualifieat of the proposed project for funding
consideration. Applicants whose applications domeet the threshold requirements stated
below will be notified within fifteen (15) calenddays of determining they are ineligible based
on the threshold criteria.

1. Proposed projects must address the followingablves associated with the coral reef
ecosystems within PR and/or the USVI: 1) increaddip and/or stakeholder awareness about
the ecological, economic, social and cultural vadtieoral reefs and associated ecosystems and
2) promote environmental stewardship — as it pestto energy and water usage, water or air
pollution, and/or solid waste generation and mamnege — either through the introduction and/or
adoption of more sustainable industry practicetherencouragement of more sustainable
personal choices.

2. The proposed projects must address either tg@R& communication and/or outreach
priorities — outlined in the background sectiorito$ RFA in Section | — and relate specifically
to coral reefs to be considered. In addition, ps®gl projects must explain:

® how they are applicable to other areas in the US\d/or PR; and,

® how the proposed project supports other EPA outread communication priorities,
such as those outlined in theS. National Action Plan to Conserve Coral Resfd/or
furthers coral reef outreach and education aatiwigromoted during the 2008 1YOR.

3. The activities described in all proposed prigjenust be allowable (1) in accordance with the
applicable statute(s), as described in the Overgiestion of this announcement; and (2) as
further delineated in Section | of this announceimen

4. All proposed projects must support EPA’s Striat&jan Goal 4, as described in Section | of
this announcement.

5. The proposed project must not be used for tihpgses of routine program implementation,
implementation of routine environmental protectmirestoration measures, regulatory
compliance or mitigation, land acquisition, purahas$ vehicles, acquisition of equipment,
purchases of food, construction or modificatiorstoictures, or completion of work which was
to have been completed under a prior grant.

6. a. Applicationsnust substantially comply with the application sugsion instructions and
requirements set forth in Section IV of this annmement or else they will be rejected. However,
where a page limit is expressed in Section IV watspect to the work plan (7 single spaced pages),
pages in excess of the page limitation will not&ddewed.

b. In addition, applications must be postmarkedeaeived by the EPA or received through
www.grants.govas specified in Section IV of this announcementpobefore the application
submission deadline published in Section IV of #nsouncement. Applicants are responsible
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for ensuring that their application reaches thegihesed person/office specified in Section 1V of
the announcement by the submission deadline.

c. Applications postmarked or received after thensission deadline will be considered late and
returned to the sender without further consideratinless the applicant can clearly demonstrate
that it was late due to EPA mishandling. For haygy submissions, where Section IV requires
application receipt by a specific person/officetbg submission deadline, receipt by an agency
mailroom is not sufficient. Applicants should cionif receipt of their application with Heather
Barnhart at barnhart.heather@epa.gov as soon aibleosfter the submission deadline—failure
to do so may result in your application not beiegiewed.

7. Applications requesting more than $60,000 as tean $20,000 in EPA funding will be
returned to the sender without further consideratio

V. APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION

A. General Applications Instructions

Please note that you may choose to apply undeatimsuncement in one of two ways: hard
copy or grants.gov submission. The content oBgi@ication package is stated in Section IV.C

below.

Applications submitted via fax or email (email subsion is not the same as submitting through
grants.gov, as described below) will not be reviewe

Hard-copy submissiorPlease mail or deliver two complete, unbound espif the complete
application package as described in Section 1V IGvbéo:

Heather Barnhart

U.S. EPA Region 2

290 Broadway -- 26th floor
New York, NY 10007

By Mail: applications must be post-marked by 5:00 ST on May 12, 2008 (No fax
submissions will be accepted).

Hand Delivery: applications must be hand-deliveietieather Barnhart no later than 5:00 PM,
EST, May 12, 2008. A confirmation email will be sénom Ms. Heather Barnhart of receipt of
application. If you have not been notified wit@irdays of application submission, contact Ms.
Heather Barnhart at 212-637-4971 or barnhart.he@tbpa.gov.

Submissions not postmarked or received by 5:00 W & May 12, 2008 will not be
considered for awards. Ineligible applicationd wit be returned.

Grants.gov submission$he electronic submission of your application triues made by an
official representative of your institution whoregistered with Grants.gov and is authorized to
sign applications for Federal assistance. For nmdoemation, go tdittp://www.grants.goand
click on “Get Registered” on the left side of tregp. Note that the registration process may
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take a week or longer to completé.your organization is not currently registensih
Grants.gov, please encourage your office to desagana Authorized Organization
Representative (AOR) and ask that individual toitb&ige registration process as soon as
possible.

To begin the application process under this granbancement, go tattp://www.grants.gov
and click on the “Apply for Grants” tab on the lsitle of the page. Then click on “Apply Step
1: Download a Grant Application Package” to dovadldhe compatible Adobe viewer and
obtain the application packagé&o apply through grants.gov you must use Adobe Read
applications and download the compatible Adobe Reaxt version (Adobe Reader
applications areavailable to download for free on the Grants.gov ebsite. For more
information on Adobe Reader please visit thélelp sectionon grants.gov at
http://www.grants.gov/help/help.jsyr http://www.grants.gov/aboutgrants/program_statps.js

Once you have downloaded the viewer, you mayenetrthe application package by entering
the Funding Opportunity Number, EPA-R20PM-02, oe ofithe CFDA numbers that apply to
the announcement (CFDA 66.034, 66.436, or 66.7théhe appropriate field. You may also be
able to access the application package by clickmghe Application button at the top right of
the synopsis page for this announcement on htipw/Agrants.gov (to find the synopsis page, go
to http://www.grants.gov and click on the “Find @r®pportunities” button on the left side of
the page and then go to Search Opportunities amthesBrowse by Agency feature to find EPA
opportunities).

Application Submission Deadline: Your organization’s AOR must submit your complete
application electronically to EPA through Grants.@bttp://www.grants.goyno later than 5:00
PM EST on May 12, 2008. Applications submitte@a8:00 PM EST on May 12, 2008 will not
be considered for this funding opportunity.

Please submdll of the application materials described below. Teawthe full funding
announcement, go tdatp://www.grants.govand click on “Find Grant Opportunities” on thé le
side of the page and then click on Search OpparesfBrowse by Agency and select
Environmental Protection Agency.

B. Application Materials
The following forms and documents are required utidie announcement:

l. Application for Federal Assistance (SF-424)

I Budget Information for Non-Construction ProgmusF-424A)
1. EPA Key Contacts Form 5700-54

V. Assurances for Non-Construction Programs (SEB)2

V. Grants.gov Lobbying Form

VI. EPA Form 4700-4 — Preaward Compliance Reviewdre
VII.  Work Plan Narrative - (prepared as describe&ection IV.C)
VIIl. Budget Narrative Attachment Form (Budget Dbta

IX. Disclosure of Lobbying Activities (SF-LLL), i&pplicable

X. Other Application Attachments, if applicable

XI. Other Application Attachments
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The application package must include all of théofeing materials:

|. Standard Form (SF) 424, Application for Fedéssistance

Complete the form. There are no attachments.selba sure to include organization fax
number and email address in Block 8f of the Stathéfarm SF 424. Please note that the
organizational Dun and Bradstreet (D&B) Data UnsaMNumber System (DUNS) number must
be included on the SF-424. Organizations may nladUNS number at no cost by calling the
toll-free DUNS number request line at 1-866-705-h71

Il. Standard Form SF 424A — Budget Information:

Complete the form. There are no attachments.

The total amount of federal funding requested liertivo-year project period should be shown
on line 5(e) and on line 6(k) of SF-424A. If inelit costs are included, the amount of indirect
costs should be entered on line 6(j). The indicest rate (i.e., a percentage), the base (e.g.,
personnel costs and fringe benefits), and the atshould also be indicated on line 22. If
indirect costs are requested, a copy of the Negotibndirect Cost Rate Agreement, or a copy of
the indirect cost rate proposal submitted to thgriczant Federal Agency, must be submitted as
part of the application package. (See instructfonslocument 10 below.)

lll. Key Contacts Form 5700-54
Complete the form. There are no attachmentsdditenal pages are needed, attach these
additional pages to the application.

IV. SF-424B, Assurances for Non-Construction Paogs
Complete the form. There are no attachments.

V. Lobbying Form — Certification Regarding Lobbgin
Complete the form. There are no attachments.

VI. EPA Form 4700-4 — Preaward Compliance Reviepdtt

Complete the form. There are no attachments.

VII. Work Plan Narrative :

Refer to Section IV.C for Work Plan Narrative regments.

The document should be readable in PDF or MS Woddcansolidated into a single file.

VIII. Budget Narrative Attachment Form — Detailkemized Budget
Prepare the Detailed Itemized Budget. Please tefdre following EPA Region 2 webpage for
additional informationhttp://www.epa.gov/region02/grants/applicationk@ZQodf

IX. SF-LLL, Disclosure of Lobbying Activities (i.erequired if your organization is involved in
lobbying).
Complete the form if your organization is involvedobbying activities.

X. Other Application Attachments — Negotiated hedi Cost Rate Agreement Form (if indirect
costs are included in the project budget)
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Attach a copy of your organization’s Indirect CBstte Agreement, if applicable. (See
Application Preparation and Submission Instructibae®w for more details.) If your budget
includes indirect costs, you must submit, as pett@ application package, a copy of your
organization’s Indirect Cost Rate Agreement, oopycof the indirect cost rate proposal
submitted to the Cognizant Federal Agency. Thd&r@tt cost rate agreement or proposal must
cover the proposed budget period of the application

XI. Other Application Attachments — Biographic&esches for the Project Manager(s)

Attach a copy of the biographical sketch of eaah)gqmt manager for the proposed project. Each
biographical sketch should outline the educatioorkshistory, and knowledge/expertise of the
individual that relate to managing the proposegegto You may also attach letters of support.

The application kit is available either at
http://www.epa.gov/region02/grants/applicationk@ZQodfor by contacting the EPA staff
member listed as contact in Section VII of this@mmcement. Two completed applications
should be submitted to the contact person in Sedtld

Application Preparation and Submission Instructions

Documents 1 through @isted under Application Materials above shoulgegr in the
“Mandatory Documents” box on the Grants.gov Grapplcation Package page.

For documents 1 through 6, click on the appropifaten and then click “Open Form” below the
box. The fields that must be completed will behfighted in yellow. Optional fields and
completed fields will be displayed in white. Ifyyenter an invalid response or incomplete
information in a field, you will receive an erroessage. When you have finished filling out
each form, click “Save.” When you return to theattonic Grant Application Package page,
click on the form you just completed, and thenlkcbn the box that says, “Move Form to
Submission List.” This action will move the documhever to the box that says, “Mandatory
Completed Documents for Submission.”

For documents 7 and 8, you will need to attachtedet files. Prepare your workplan as
described in Section 1V.C of the announcement]sme the document to your computer as an
MS Word. When you are ready to attach it to yqpligation package, click on “Project
Narrative Attachment Form,” and open the form.ckCliAdd Mandatory Project Narrative File,”
and then attach your workplan (previously savegbiar computer) using the browse window
that appears. You may then click “View Mandatorgject Narrative File” to view it. Enter a
brief descriptive title of your project in the spdoeside “Mandatory Project Narrative File
Filename;” the filename should be no more thankacters long. If there other attachments
that you would like to submit to accompany your kaan, you may click “Add Optional

Project Narrative File” and proceed as before. My have finished attaching the necessary
documents, click “Close Form.” When you returrthie “Grant Application Package” page,
select the “Project Narrative Attachment Form” ahdk “Move Form to Submission List.” The
form should now appear in the box that says, “MémgaCompleted Documents for
Submission.” Follow the same general procedureattaching document 8 — the Detailed
Itemized Budget — using the “Budget Narrative Attaent Form.”
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NOTE: The workplan is subject to a seven (7) dage as described in Section IV.C of the
announcement.

Documents 9 through 11are listed in the “Optional Documents” box, Ipléase note thahese
so-called “optional” documents must also be subedtas part of the application package, if
applicable to your organizationYou are only required to submit document 9 — &E;L
Disclosure of Lobbying Activities — if your orgaaizon is involved in lobbying activities. You
are required to submit document 10 — NegotiateddnttCost Rate Agreement — if you have
included any indirect costs in your proposed budg&tu must submit document 11 —
Biographical Sketches for Project Manager(s). ffach document 10 and document 11, use the
“Other Attachments Form” in the “Optional Documértex. After attaching the documents,
please remember to highlight the “Other Attachméiaisn” and click “Move Form to
Submission List” in order to move the documentthobox that says, “Optional Completed
Documents for Submission.”

Once you have finished filling out all of the forfagachments and they appear in one of the
“Completed Documents for Submission” boxes, cliok tSave” button that appears at the top of
the Web page. It is suggested that you save tbgndent a second time, using a different name,
since this will make it easier to submit an amengackage later if necessary. Please use the
following format when saving your file: “Applicatame — FY08 — Assoc Prog Supp — 1st
Submission” or “Applicant Name — FY 08 Assoc Pragpf — Back-up Submission.” If it
becomes necessary to submit an amended packadget @ate, then the name of the 2nd
submission should be changed to “Applicant Namé& 88FAssoc Prog Supp — 2nd

Submission.”

Once your application package has been completddared, send it to your AOR for
submission to U.S. EPA through Grants.gov. Pleasése your AOR to close all other software
programs before attempting to submit the applicepiackage through Grants.gov.

In the “Application Filing Name” box, your AOR shigiuenter your organization’s name
(abbreviate where possible), the fiscal year (€4Q8), and the grant category (e.g., Assoc Prog
Supp). The filing name should not exceed 40 chiarac From the “Grant Application Package”
page, your AOR may submit the application packagelibking the “Submit” button that

appears at the top of the page. The AOR will themasked to verify the agency and funding
opportunity number for which the application paakagbeing submitted. If problems are
encountered during the submission process, the #l@RId reboot his/her computer before
trying to submit the application package againniéty be necessary to turn off the computer (not
just restart it) before attempting to submit thekame again.] If the AOR continues to
experience submission problems, he/she may co@Gtactts.gov for assistance by phone at 1-
800-518-4726 or email &ttp://www.grants.gov/help/help.jsgr contact Heather Barnhart at
212-637-4971 or email at barnhart.heather@epa.gov.

Application packages submitted thru grants.gov beltime/date stamped electronically.

If you have not received a confirmation of recdiptn EPA (ot from grants.govwithin 30
days of the application deadline, please contaethée Barnhart at 212-637-4971 or
barnhart.heather@epa.gokailure to do so may result in your application being reviewed
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C. Application Content

Application Package Materials

l. Application for Federal Assistance (SF-424)

I Budget Information for Non-Construction ProgmusF-424A)
1. EPA Key Contacts Form 5700-54

V. Assurances for Non-Construction Programs (SEB)2

V. Grants.gov Lobbying Form

VI. EPA Form 4700-4 — Preaward Compliance Reviewdre
VII.  Work Plan Narrative - (prepared as describe&ection 1V.C)
VIIl. Budget Narrative Attachment Form (Budget Dgta

IX. Disclosure of Lobbying Activities (SF-LLL), i&pplicable

X. Other Application Attachments, if applicable

XI. Other Application Attachments

As described in detail in Section IV Part B, haoghies of these eleven (11) forms — submitted to
grants.gov — must be submitted along with narratigeekplan (described below).

Content of Narrative Workplan
The workplan, including the cover page and exeeuwsivmmary, cannot exceed seven (7) single
spaced pages-excess pages will not be reviewed.

Applications will be reviewed and ranked using &waluation criteria noted below in Section V,
Application Review Information. Workplans must lumte the information described below and
address the criteria/ranking factors set fortheot®n V of this announcement and the threshold
requirements described in Section I11.C.

Cover page:

a. Please provide the following required informatio

Title and Date of this Funding Opportunity Annoumesnt:
Project Title:

Project Manager:

Organization:

Address:

Telephone:

Fax:

E-mail address:

b. Total Project CosSpecify the total amount requested from EPA, el & any resources or
funding from any other source that may be contnifgusupport.

c. Project PeriodProvide the anticipated beginning and endingsddands will only be
available to begin project activities on or aftext@ber 1, 2008.
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Executive Summary:Include a one page summary (recommended not teexaee page)
indicating what activities will be undertaken, wiyau expect to accomplish and how the project
will promote the protection of coral reef ecosysseand encourage environmental stewardship.

Narrative Work Plan
a. Objectives: State clearly the project objeatiie most cases, each goal can be stated in a
single sentence.

b. Approach and Methods: Describe in detail hogvghoject will be carried out and how the
objectives stated above will be achieved. Desdrnte the project addresses the activities
described in Section | of the announcement andsnbetthreshold requirements in Section
[.C.

c. Outcomes: Specify the expected quantitativecpraditative outcomes of the project,
including what measurements you will use and howwdl measure and evaluate the results of
your project to demonstrate that you are achiethioge outcomes.

d. Outputs: Identify the expected outputs of thigget and explain how they could be used to
support the project objectives and how you will ;swga and evaluate the results of your project
to demonstrate that you are achieving these outputs

e. Collaborations or Partnerships: ldentify aiposed partnerships and /or stakeholder groups
that may be involved in the project and what tHeso@f each would be.

In addition, describe how you will coordinate the use of EPA funding wittiner Federal and/or
non Federal sources of funds to leverage additicsalurces to carry out the proposed project(s)
and/or that EPA funding will complement activitiedevant to the proposed project(s) carried
out by the applicant with other sources of fundsesources. Leveraged funding or other
resources need not be for eligible and allowabigept costs under the EPA assistance
agreement unless the Applicant proposes to pravidduntary cost share or match. If EPA
accepts an offer for a voluntary cost share/magstifppation, applicants must meet their
matching/sharing/participation commitment as a @ of receiving EPA funding.

Applicants may use their own funds or other resesifor voluntary match/cost
share/participation if the standards at 40 CFR30:240 CFR 31.24, as applicable, are met.
Only eligible and allowable costs may be used @untary matches/cost shares/participation.
Other Federal grants may not be used as voluntatghms or cost shares without specific
statutory authority (e.g. HUD's Community DevelopiBlock Grants).

Any form of proposed leveraging that is evaluatadar a section V ranking criteria must be
included in the workplan and the workplan must dbschow the applicant will obtain the
leveraged resources and what role EPA fundingpday in the overall project.

f. Environmental Results Past PerformanceSubmit a list of federally funded assistance
agreements (assistance agreements include Fedanéd gnd cooperative agreements but not
Federal contracts) that your organization performéldin the last three years (no more than 5,
and preferably EPA agreementand describe how you documented and/or reportedhether
you were making progress towards achieving theargderesults (e.g., outputs and outcomes)
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under those agreements. If you were not makingrpssg please indicate whether, and how, you
documented why not. In evaluating applicants unkierfactor in Section V, EPA will consider
the information provided by the applicant and misp @onsider relevant information from other
sources, including information from EPA files amdrh current and prior Federal agency
grantors (e.g., to verify and/or supplement thernmation provided by the applicant). If you do
not have any relevant or available environmentallte past performance information, please
indicate this in the proposal and you will recesveeutral score for this factor under Section V.

g. Programmatic Capability: Submit a list of federally funded assistancesagrents
(assistance agreements include Federal grantsoameiative agreements but not Federal
contracts) similar in size, scope and relevandbaqgroposed project that your organization
performed within the last three years (no more thaand preferably EPA agreements) and
describe (i) whether, and how, you were able teessgfully complete and manage those
agreements and (ii) your history of meeting theorgpg requirements under those agreements
including submitting acceptable final technicalogp. In evaluating applicants under these
factors in Section V, EPA will consider the infortio@ provided by the applicant and may also
consider relevant information from other sourcesluding information from EPA files and

from current and prior Federal agency grantors ,(egverify and/or supplement the information
provided by the applicant). If you do not have aglgvant or available past performance or
reporting information, please indicate this in gneposal and you will receive a neutral score for
these factors under Section V.

In addition, provide information on your organizatal experience and plan for timely and
successfully achieving the objectives of the predgsroject, and your staff
expertise/qualifications, staff knowledge, and weses or the ability to obtain them, to
successfully achieve the goals of the proposecaptoj

h. Timetable Please present a timeline that shows what wildeomplished under each of the
project objectives and the estimated time of cotigoieof each task .

Letters of supportif a party or parties other than the applicaaingio provide funding, expertise,
or significant effort in support of the proposedjpct, the planned contributions should be
clearly described in a letter signed by an offigwthin the organization. The letters of support
are not subject to the page limitation.

D. Intergovernmental Review:
Upon notification, applications may be expecteddmply with Executive Order 12372,
“Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs”.

E. Confidential Business Information:

In accordance with 40 CFR 2.203, applicants maiyncid! or a portion of their application as
confidential business information, EPA will evaleabnfidentiality claims in accordance with

40 CFR Part 2. Applicants must clearly mark agians or portions of applications they claim
as confidential. If no claim of confidentiality msade, EPA is not required to make the inquiry to
the applicant otherwise required by 40 CFR 2.2@2jq)rior to disclosure.
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F. Funding Restrictions:

Allowable costs for non-profit organizations ardinked in OMB Circular A-122; allowable
costs for public entities are defined in OMB Ciauh-21; allowable costs for State, Local, and
Indian Tribal Governments are defined in OMB CiegsuA-87. Any contracts for services or
products funded with EPA financial assistance myesawarded under the competitive
procurement provisions of 40 CFR Part 30 or 40 G&R 31, as applicable.

Due to restrictions imposed by EPA’s Appropriatiéws, recipients may not use EPA grant
funds to pay consultant salaries that exceed thgy‘dquivalent of the rate paid” federal
employees at Level IV of the federal executive sicie (“the consultant fee cap”). The
consultant fee cap is implemented at 40 CFR 83B)4a@( grants to non-profit organizations and
universities, and grants to governmental bodiecavered by 40 CFR 831.36(j). These
regulations provide additional information regaglthe scope of the consultant fee cap and the
costs subject to the cap. The fact that an apyglidentified a consultant in its competitive grant
application does not exempt the grantee from com@lwith the consultant fee cap.

OMB Circular A-21, Educational Institutions (8/8)00

OMB Circular A-87, State and Local Governments [®34 amended 8/29/97)

OMB Circular A-122, Non-profit Organization (5/1%/P

Management FeedVhen formulating budgets for proposals/applicajapplicants must not
include management fees or similar charges in exaethe direct costs and indirect costs at the
rate approved by the applicants cognizant audi@geor at the rate provided for by the terms of
the agreement negotiated with EPA. The term "mamage fees or similar charges" refers to
expenses added to the direct costs in order tavadate and reserve funds for ongoing business
expenses, unforeseen liabilities, or for other lsingosts that are not allowable under EPA
assistance agreements. Management fees or sitdeges may not be used to improve or
expand the project funded under this agreemengpexo the extent authorized as a direct cost
of carrying out the scope of work.

Pre Application Assistance

In accordance with EPA's Assistance Agreement CatigpePolicy (EPA Order 5700.5A1),
EPA staff will not meet with individual applicanis discuss draft proposals, provide informal
comments on draft proposals, or provide advicepieants on how to respond to ranking
criteria. Applicants are responsible for the cotgexi their applications/proposals. However,
EPA will respond to questions in writing from indlual applicants regarding threshold
eligibility criteria, administrative issues relatedthe submission of the proposal, and requests
for clarification about the announcement.

Contracts and Subawards:

a. Can funding be used for the applicant to make faawards, acquire contract services, or
fund partnerships?

EPA awards funds to one eligible applicant as ¢agprent even if other eligible applicants are
named as partners or co-applicants or membersoélgion or consortium. The recipient is
accountable to EPA for the proper expenditure nflfu
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Funding may be used to provide subgrants or sulssaarfinancial assistance, which includes
using subawards or subgrants to fund partnershgsvided the recipient complies with
applicable requirements for subawards or subgiaalgding those contained in 40 CFRarts
30 or 31, as appropriateApplicants must compete contracts for services@oducts,

including consultant contracts, and conduct codtf@ite analyses, to the extent required by the
procurement provisions of the regulations at 40 @&aRs 30 or 31, as appropriate. The
regulations also contain limitations on consultaarpensation. Applicants are not required to
identify subawardees/subgrantees and/or contragtaisding consultants) in their
proposal/application. However, if they do, thet fdxat an applicant selected for award has
named a specific subawardee/subgrantee, contractoonsultant in the proposal/application
EPA selects for funding does not relieve the appliof its obligations to comply with
subaward/subgrant and/or competitive procurementirements as appropriate. Please note
that applicants may not award sole source conttaatensulting, engineering or other firms
assisting applicants with the proposal solely basethe firm's role in preparing the
proposal/application.

Successful applicants cannot use subgrants or subdawo avoid requirements in EPA grant
regulations for competitive procurement by usingsthinstruments to acquire commercial
services or products from for-profit organizatidaarry out its assistance agreement. The
nature of the transaction between the recipientthe@dgubawardee or subgrantee must be
consistent with the standards for distinguishintyseen vendor transactions and subrecipient
assistance under Subpart B Section .210 of OMBu@GirdA-133, and the definitions of
subaward at 40 CFR 30.2(ff) or subgrant at 40 CER,3s applicable. EPA will not be a party
to these transactions. Applicants acquiring consraégoods or services must comply with the
competitive procurement standards in 40 CFR Paar3® CFR Part 31.36 and cannot use a
subaward/subgrant as the funding mechanism.

b. How will an applicant's proposed subawardees/si@yantees andcontractors be
considered during the evaluation process describad SectionV of the announcement?

Section V of the announcement describes the evatuatiteria and evaluation process that will
be used by EPA to make selections under this armamnent. During this evaluation, except for
those criteria that relate to the applicant's owali§ications, past performance, and reporting
history, the review panel will consider, as appiajgrand relevant, the qualifications, expertise,
and experience of:

(i) an applicant's named subawardees/subgrantessfiedd in the proposal/application if the
applicant demonstrates in the proposal/applicatianif it receives an award that the
subaward/subgrant will be properly awarded consistéth the applicable regulations in 40
CFR Parts 30 or 31. For example, applicants moistise subawards/subgrants to obtain
commercial services or products from for profitfs or individual consultants.

(i) an applicant's named contractor(s), includmogisultants, identified in the
proposal/application if the applicant demonstratats proposal/application that the
contractor(s) was selected in compliance with tmetitive Procurement Standards in 40 CFR
Part 30 or 40 CFR 31.36 as appropriate. For ex@napl applicant must demonstrate that it
selected the contractor(s) competitively or thptaper non-competitive sole-source award
consistent with the regulations will be made todbatractor(s), that efforts were made to
provide small and disadvantaged businesses withrtymties to compete, and that some form
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of cost or price analysis was conducted. EPA nmyaccept sole source justifications for
contracts for services or products that are otlewneadily available in the commercial
marketplace.

EPA will not consider the qualifications, experienand expertise of named
subawardees/subgrantees and/or named contraatar{isy the proposal/application evaluation
process unless the applicant complies with thegpeinrements.

V. APPLICATION REVIEW INFORMATION

Only those proposals that meet the threshold @itersection Il will be evaluated according
to the criteria set forth below. Applicants shodicectly and explicitly address these criteria as
part of their proposal submittal. Each proposdllime rated under a points system, with a total
of 100 points possible.

A. Evaluation Criteria

1. Project Summary/Approach (30 points):The Agency will evaluate the following factors:
Points

Extent and quality to which the application incluglithe narrative workplan includes a 10
well-conceived strategy for addressing all of thguirements itfsection I, Parts A and
B (Scope of Work) and Part C (EPA Strategic Plan Lnkage and Anticipated
Outcomes/Outputs)

Extent and quality to which the proposed projegtisls are realistic and will be 10
implemented by project end

Extent to which the proposed project would be \@ableplicable — in other regionsof 5
the USVI and/or PR

Extent to which the application sets forth a reastenschedule for the execution of the 5
tasks associated with the project(s)

TOTAL 30

2. Environmental Results—Outcomes and Outputs (2points):
Points

Extent and quality to which the application incluglithe narrative workplan describes 10
the evaluative component of the project, includiogv the applicant’s success in
achieving the expected project outcomes and oytputisiding those identified in
Section |, will be tracked and measured.

Extent and quality that the narrative workplan doeuts the potential benefits to the| 15
protection and/or restoration of coral reefs antileir ecosystems.

TOTAL 25

3. Past Performance--Programmatic Capability (20 pimts, each element is worth 5 points):
Under this criterion, applicants will be evaluatesed on their ability to successfully complete
and manage the proposed project taking into acdberapplicant’s: (i) past performance in
successfully completing and managing federally &thdssistance agreements (assistance
agreements include Federal grants and cooperanesments but not Federal contracts) similar
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in size, scope, and relevance to the proposedgnogformed within the last 3 years, (ii)
history of meeting reporting requirements undeefatly funded assistance agreements
(assistance agreements include Federal grantsoamei@ative agreements but not Federal
contracts) similar in size, scope, and relevandbe proposed project performed within the last
3 years and submitting acceptable final technigpbrts under those agreements, (iii)
organizational experience and plan for timely amctessfully achieving the objectives of the
proposed project, and (iv) staff expertise/quadtificns, staff knowledge, and resources or the
ability to obtain them, to successfully achieve gloals of the proposed project.

NOTE: In evaluating applicants under this criteritre Agency will consider the information
provided by the applicant and may also consideveeit information from other sources
including agency files and prior/current grantaeg(, to verify and/or supplement the
information supplied by the applicant). Applicantish no relevant or available past
performance or reporting history (items i and ii)l veceive a neutral score for those elements
(e.g., a neutral for item i would be 2.5 points).

4. Environmental Results Past Performance Criterion5 points): Under this criterion,
applicants will be evaluated based onékint and quality to which they adequately
documented and/or reported on their progress taswaetieving the expected results (e.g.,
outcomes and outputs) under Federal agency assségneements (assistance agreements
include Federal grants and cooperative agreemeitsob Federal contracts) performed within
the last three years, and if such progress wabaing made whether the applicant adequately
documented and/or reported why not. Note: Inweatalg applicants under this factor, EPA will
consider the information provided by the applicami may also consider relevant information
from other sources including agency files and peiorent grantors (e.g., to verify and/or
supplement the information supplied by the appticakpplicants with no relevant or available
past performance reporting history will receiveeaitnal score (2.5 points) for this factor.

5. Leveraging Resources (10 points):

Under this criterion, applicants will be evaluatexsed on the extent they demonstrate (i) how
they will coordinate the use of EPA funding witlhet Federal and/or non Federal sources of
funds to leverage additional resources to carrtlmaiproposed project(s) and/or (ii) that EPA
funding will complement activities relevant to fhposed project(s) carried out by the
applicant with other sources of funds or resourdes/eraged funding or other resources need
not be for eligible and allowable project costsemithe EPA assistance agreement unless the
Applicant proposes to provide a voluntary cost slmrmatch. If EPA accepts an offer for a
voluntary cost share/match/participation, applisantist meet their
matching/sharing/participation commitment as a @ of receiving EPA funding.

Applicants may use their own funds or other resesifor voluntary match/cost
share/participation if the standards at 40 CFR30:240 CFR 31.24, as applicable, are met.
Only eligible and allowable costs may be used tduntary matches/cost shares/participation.
Other Federal grants may not be used as voluntatghms or cost shares without specific
statutory authority (e.g. HUD's Community DevelomtBlock Grants).
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6. Budgeting (10 points)

Under this criterion, applicants will be evaluatesed upon whether the proposed project
budget is appropriate to accomplish the proposedsgobjectives, and measurable
environmental outcomes.

B. Review and Selection Process

For this competition, EPA anticipates making no entiran two awards as discussed in Section
Il. A panel comprised of at least three EPA stadimbers will evaluate each application based
upon the criteria outlined in this RFA and ranknthier consideration by the Assistant Regional
Administrator for Policy and Management, who wélext the final applications for award based
on this ranking.

VI. AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION

A. Award Notices
The applicant whose proposal is selected will bified via telephone and/or e-mail by June 10,
2008 and the applicants not selected will alsodidied either by e-mail or by phone.

The successful applicant whose final applicatios been selected and approved can expect to
receive an award document which constitutes areaggat between EPA and the recipient
organization and sets forth the terms and conditafrthe financial assistance. Since the
assistance agreement is a legal document, an agtioepresentative of the organization must
indicate acceptance by signing and returning tipecapiate copies to the EPA Region 2 Grants
Office. Specific instructions will be provided withe award document.

B. Administration and National Policy Requirements

Assistance agreement competition-related disputiébewesolved in accordance with the
dispute resolution procedures published in 70 FRI¢Fal Register) 3629, 3632 (January 26,
2005) which can be found at:
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan2008/&locket.access.gpo.gov/2005/05-
1371.htm

Copies of these procedures may be requested frefaRIA Contact listed in Section VII of this
announcement.

Non-profit applicants that are recommended for imgdinder this announcement are subject to
pre-award administrative capability reviews comsiswith Section 8b, 8c and 9d of EPA Order
5700.8 - Policy on Assessing Capabilities of NoofiPApplicants for Managing Assistance
Awards (http://www.epa.gov/ogd/grants/award/5700d8. In addition, non-profit applicants
that qualify for funding may, depending on the z¢he award, be required to fill out and
submit to the Grants Management Office the Admiatste Capabilities Form with supporting
documents contained in Appendix A of EPA Order 5800

In addition, non-profit applicants who receive avaed under this announcement will be

required to have at least two of their employeespiete the mandatory online training, “EPA
Grant Management Training for Non-Profit Applicaatsl Recipients.” One person must be the
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project manager, or equivalent, for the assistaggeement. The other individual must be the
person authorized to draw down funds for the amst&t agreement. The training must be
completed by both employees prior to acceptantbeodward. The course can be accessed at:
http://www.epa.gov/ogd/training/index.htm

The award will include a term/condition requiririgsttraining.

Applicants must comply with the standard requiretsgterms and conditions of EPA assistance
agreements. Funded activities must be allowableuB&A statutory authority (see Section 1).

C. Reporting
Specific reporting requirements will be statedna award terms and conditions. The following
are general reporting requirements.

Progress Report®eports describing tasks accomplished, resulteeeth to date, including any
problems encountered and how they were overcontea @mmmary of funds expended will be
required on a quarterly basis, as stated in 40 €FR40 and 40 CFR 830.51. Reports should be
submitted electronically, if possible.

Final ReportThis will be required at the completion of the jpa, as stated in 40 CFR 831.40
and 40 CFR 830.51. The report will include any agrapon work-product(s) resulting from the
project and copies of materials generated in caiorewith project activities (e.g., maps,
workshop announcements, sign-up sheets, newspapstaiter announcements, articles or
releases, press packet, pamphlets, etc.) Any addltrequirements will be stated in the Special
Conditions of the Award document.

Financial Status Reports (FSR$hese are required on an annual basis, as stettlCFR
830.52 and 40 CFR 831.41, as applicable. A Fin& ESequired at the completion of the
project.

VII. AGENCY CONTACT

You may contact EPA to determine the status of ypulication or to request general advice on
filling out your application. Assistance requesi be responded to by phone within 5 working
days.

Heather Barnhart

Office of Policy and Management
U.S. EPA Region 2

290 Broadway, 26th floor

New York, NY 10007

Tel. (212) 637-4971

Fax: (212) 637-4971

E-mail: barnhart.heather@epa.gov
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