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HonorableFrank P. Coccho, Mayor
City of Corning

14 Maple Street

Coming, New York 14830

Dear Mayor Coccho:

Thisisin response to arequest by the City of Corning, New Y ork, for a categorical
exclusion (CATEX) from substantive environmental review requirements, pursuant to 40 CFR
Part 6, for the proposed Wastewater Treatment Plant |mprovements project.

This project, which involves replacing bar screening and digester equipment and

performing repairsto exterior digester walls at the wastewater treatment plant, is being partially
funded through afederal Specia Appropriation Grant.

Based on our review of the supporting documentation, the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) approvesthe request for the CATEX. Please be reminded that EPA may revoke
this CATEX if any of thefollowing conditionsoccur:

- changesin the proposed action render it ineligible for exclusion;

- new evidenceindicatesthat seriousloca or environmental issuesexist; or

- federal, state, or local lawswould be violated.

ThisCATEX isavailablefor public viewingon EPA Region 2's website,
http://www.epa.gov/r egion02/spmm/r 2nepa.hr 2docs. Should you have any questions
regarding this decision, please address them to John Filippelli, Chief, Strategic Planning and
Multi-Media Programs Branch, at the above address.

Sincerely,

Alan J. Steinberg
Regional Administrator

Enclosure

CC: Michadl Harris, City of Coming
Gerad C. Hook, P.E., Steamsand Wheler

Inte'na Address (URL) ¢ httpJhww.epa.gov
Recvcled/Recyclable ¢« Printed with Vegetable O1Based inks on Recyded Paper (Minimum 30% Postconsumer)



ENCLOSURE

City of Corning
Wastewater Treatment Plant | mprovements
Steuben County, New York
Special Appropriation Grant Project

Backaround

Certain wastewater process equipment and structuresat the City of Corning's wastewater
treatment plant are in either poor condition or havefalled. More specifically, the bar screening
facility equipment, anaerobicdigester covers, and the exterior cladding on the digester tank walls
need to be replaced or repaired.

Proposed Action

The proposed wastewater process equipment repairs or replacements consist of the following:

1. Screen Facility — Replace existing bar screen equipment with new rotary screensand
associated hoists.

2. Digester Covers- Removeexisting primary and secondary anaerobicdigester coversand
replace with new covers.

3. Brick Repair- Re-point and retool exterior brick cladding on the anaerobic digester tank
walls.

Completing thiswork will enhance wastewater treatment plant operations. This also includes
improving the performance, structural integrity, aesthetics, operation and maintenance, and safety
of the screening facility equipment and anaerobic digesters.

Alternative Considered

In addition to the proposed action, ""No Action™ was considered. The no action alternativewas
rejected because it does not addressthe existing bar screen equipment in poor condition, the
anaerobic digester coversthat failed, and the deteriorating exterior brick cladding on the digester
walls. Continuance of this condition may result in additiona structural and/or mechanical
wastewater process equipment failure, higher operation and maintenance costs, and compromise
plant safety. Additionally, further use of failed anaerobic digester covers may result in process
upsets, which could create undesirable odors within the plant and outdoor air, and degrade the
quality of biosolids.



Eliqibility for Granting a Categorical Exclusion

The project meets the general Categorical Exclusion (CATEX) dligibility criteriafound in 40
CFR 6.107(d)(1). Theregulationsallow CATEXSs for activitiesinvolving"actionswhich are
solely directed toward . . . minor rehabilitation of existingfacilities, functional replacement of
equipment, or towards constructionof new ancillary facilitiesadjacent or appurtenant to existing
facilities."

Additionally, the availableinformation on the proposed action indicatesthat the specificcriteria
for not grantinga CATEX, found in 40 CFR 6.107(e), are not present. Specificaly, the project
will not result in a new or relocated dischargeto surfaceor ground waters; will not increase the
amount of pollutantsdischarged to receiving waters; and will not provide capacity to servea
population significantly greater than the existing population. Furthermore, there will be no
significant adverse effectson cultural resources, endangered or threatened species,
environmentally sensitive areas, or other environmentally important natural resourceareas.

Conclusion

The proposed action conformsto the category of actionseligible for exclusion under 40 CFR
6.107(d)(1). Accordingly, EPA approvesthisrequest for a CATEX from detailed environmental
review pursuant to our procedures for implementing the National Environmental Policy Act.



