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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 2

290BROADWAY
NEW YORK, NY 10007-1866

MAR3 1 2008

Mr. John Wilkins

The New JerseyTransit Corporation
One PennPlaza East
Newark, New Jersey 07105

Dear Mr. Wilkins:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the Federal Railroad
Administration's (FRA) draft environmental impact statement (DEIS) for the Portal
Bridge Capacity Enhancement (CEQ # 20080050). The proposed project would enhance
the capacity and improve the operation of the Portal Bridge, a rail crossing over the
Hackensack River in Hudson County, N~w Jersey. This review was conducted in
accordance with Section 309 of the Clean Air Act, 42 U$.c. 7609, and Section
102(2)(C) of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), 42 U.S.C. 4332(2)(C).

The existing Portal Bridge is a two-track, moveable swing-span bridge that was
constructed by the Pennsylvania Railroad and began operation in 1910. It is a critical
infrastructure element for Amtrak and New Jersey (NJ) Transit on the Northeast
Corridor. The DEIS examines four build alternatives in addition to the "no build"
scenario. The build alternatives involve two new bridges to replace the existing bridge
and differ primarily with respect to the location of the southern bridge and the type of
grade-separated crossing, either track fly-over or duck-under, included to improve
railroad operations. However, the DEIS does not indicate a preferred alternative.

In general, EPA is supportive of public transportation projects because of their potential
to improve air quality, reduce congestion, and provide opportunities for energy
efficiency. Nevertheless, we note throughout the DEIS, the FRA has stated that NJ
Transit and Amtrak will coordinate with stakeholders to determine appropriate mitigation
after a preferred alternative is selected and "once engineering design has sufficiently
progressed." However, it is a requirement of the National Environmental Policy Act (40
CFR 1502.16(h» that the NEPA document include a discussion of the "means to mitigate
adverse environmental impacts." Accordingly, mitigation plans for impacts to wetlands,
benthic habitat, historic/cultural areas or structures, open space, ahd noise must be
included in the final environmental impact statement (FEIS).
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