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Dear Ms. Bohan:_

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the revised draft
environmental impact statement (RDEIS) for the Decommissioning and/or Long-Term
Stewardship at the West Valley Demonstration Project and Western New York Nuclear
Service Center (WNYNSC) (CEQ #20080489). The WNYNSC is a 3,340 acre site
located 30 miles south of Buffalo, New York. The WNYNSC was originally licensed by
the Atomic Energy Commission in 1966, and closed in 1972. The site was the home of
the only operational commercial nuclear fuel reprocessing facility in the United States.
This review was conducted in accordance with Section 309 of the Clean Air Act, and the
- National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

In 1980, the West Valley Demonstration Act required the Department of Energy (DOE)
to decontaminate and decommission, in accordance with any requirements prescribed by
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, the waste storage tanks and facilities used in the
solidification of high-level radioactive waste, along with material and hardware used in
connection with the West Valley Demonstration Project. This RDEIS consists of an
analysis of environmental impacts associated with a range of reasonable alternatives for
decommissioning and/or long—term stewardship of WNYNSC, as well as a No Action
Alternative. The preferred alternative is the Phased Decision-making Alterative.

Under the Preferred Alternative, decommissioning would be accomplished in two phases:
Phase 1 decisions would include removal of all Waste Management Area (WMA) 1
facilities, the source area of the North Plateau Groundwater Plume, and the lagoons in
WMA 2. Phase 1 activities would also include additional characterization of site
contamination and studies to provide additional technical information in support of the
technical approach to be used to complete site decommissioning. Phase 2 would support
the completion of decommissioning actions or long-term management. In general, the
Phased Decision-making Alternative involves near-term decommissioning and removal

Internet Address (URL) e http://www.epa.gov
Recycled/Recyclable «Printed with Vegetable Oll Based Inks on Recycled Paper (Minimum 50% Postconsumer content)






