
Corporate Eiivironniental Programs 
General Elocrric Compaily 
100 Woodlawri Avenue, Pi!!sfield, MA OE'OI 

Transmitted Via Overiziglrt Delivery 

July 22,2002 

Mr. Bryan Olson 
EPA Project Coordinator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
EPA New England 
One Congress Street, Suite 1 I00 
Boston, Massacl~usetts 02 114-2023 

Re: GE-PittsfieldiIIousatonic River Site 
FIoodplain Residential and Non-Residential Prope~*ties Adjacent to 1 l /z Mile 

Reach of Housatonic River (GECD710 ~ r z t lGECD720) 
Work Plan Addendum -Phase 1, Group 1A and 1R Properties 

Dear Mr. Olson: 

111 January 2002, the General Electric Company (GE) submitted to the U.S. Environlnental Protection 
Agency (EPA) a Work Plan for document entitled Pre-Design In~~esrig~~lion f;loo~@lain Properfies 
Adjacent to the I %  Mile Reach of the Hozdsalonic River (PDI Work Plan). That doc~~ment was prepared 
in accordance with the Consent Decree (CD) for the GE-Pittsfield/Housatonic River Site and the 
accompanying Staten7ent of Work for Ren7oval Actions Outside the River (SOW). The PDI Work Plan 
proposed initial pre-design PCB soil investigations for two Removal Action Areas (RAAs) identified in 
the CD and SOW: I )  Actual/Potential Lawns of the Floodplain Current Residential Propelties Adjacent to 
the 1% Mile Reach; and 2) the non-riverbank portions of the Floodplain Non-Residential Properties 
Adjacent to the 1% Mile Reach. 

In a letter dated July 8, 2002, EPA provided conditional approval of a portion of the PDI Work Plan --
i.e., the pre-design soil investigations identified in t l ~ e  Work Plan for the Phase I ,  Group 1A and IB 
properties. That letter directed GE to submit a Work Plan Addendtun for these properties. (The EPA 
conditional approval letter also set forth various requirements concerning the remaining properties 
addressed in the PDI Work Plan, including the f~lture submission of Phase- andlor Group-Specific Work 
Plan Addenda for those properties,) 

This letter constitutes the required Addendum for the Phase I ,  Group I A and 1B properties. It addresses 
the conditions in EPA's conditional approval letter that relate to these properties and also includes some 
additional clarifications and updates pertaining to those conditions and the properties in question. In 
addition, it presents a proposed schedule for the initial pre-design investigations at these properties. 

The PDI Work Plan, as modified by EPA's conditional approval of that plan and this Addendum, describe 
the scope of the initial pre-design investigations for the Phase 1, Group 1A and 1B properties. The scope 
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of the pre-design investigations for subsequent phases and additional modifications/proposals related to 
the Pliase 2, Phase 3, and Phase 4 properties will be addressed it1 Work Plan Addenda for EPA review and 
approval at future dates, consistent with the timing established in EPA's conditional approval letter. 

Pre-Design Activities -Phase I ,  Group LA and 1B Properties 

EPA's July 8, 2002 conditional approval letter for the PDI Work Plan included certain conditions that 
pertain to the Phase 1, Group 1A and 1B properties. Those conditions, as well as other clarifications or 
lnodificatiotls to the scope of the pre-design investigations, are addressed below. 

1. 	 EPA Specific Condition No. I for the Phase I ,  Group 1A and IS properties states that Parcel 18-24-6 
and Parcel 19-4-13 were recently combined into Parcel 18-24-301 for tax purposes and that, as such, 
additional pre-design sample locations should be identified in the Addendum (for Parcel 18-24-6). 
However, based on review of the City of Pittsfield Tax Assessors' Records, CE has deternlined that it 
was Parcel 18-24-7 (rather than Parcel 18-24-6) that has been combined with Parcel 19-4-13 to form 
Parcel 18-24-301. GE has revised Figures 1-1 and 4-1 to identify the new boundary of Parcel 18-24- 
301. 

Since fonner Parcel 18-24-7 is well outside the 10-year floodplain of the I-lousatonic River, 110 

additional pre-design soil sampling is proposed by GE at this time. However, following the 
perforlnance of the initial pre-design investigations for Parcel 18-24-301 and adjacent Parcel 18-24-5, 
GE will consider the need for additional soil sampling within these parcels, as well as Parcel 18-24-6, 
and provide a sampling proposal to EPA as warranted, consistent with the approach established in the 
PDI Work Plan. 

GE has revised Figure 1-1 (which depicts the Phase 1, Group IA and IB properties) and Figures 4-1 
and 4-2 (which depict existing and proposed PCB sampling locations for the subject properties) to 
include the 10-year floodplain boundary and the available topographic contour lines. In addition, 
Figure 1-1 and 4-1 have been revised to indicate a change in the designated land use for Parcel I9-4- 
12. The SOW, and more recently the PDI Work Plan, had identified this parcel as a non-
residential/non-cotnlnercial property. However, a recent reconnaissance perfortned by GE identified 
this parcel as a residential property. Based on a review of the proposed initial soil investigations, this 
change in property use designation does not warrant a modification to the initial pre-design sampling 
locations, since the spacing of the proposed sample locations on this parcel is generally consistent 
with those at the adjacent residential property (now Parcel 18-24-301). However, samples from the 
proposed soil boring on Parcel 19-4-12 will be collected from depth increments consistent with those 
identified for residential properties in the PDI Work Plan (i.e., 0 to 1 foot, 1 to 3 feet, 3 to 5 feet, 5 to 
7 feet, and 7 to 9 feet). 

3. 	 As required in General Condition No. 8 of the EPA conditional approval letter, GE has included the 
existing data for the constituents listed in Appendix IX of 40 CFR Part 264 for the Pliase I ,  Group 1A 
and IB properties in this Addendum. These data are presented in Table 1. As seen 011 that table, the 
only such existing data cotlsist of the results from three soil sarnples collected by EPA from Parcel 18- 
24-1 and analyzed for various groups of Appendix IX constituents. These salnples were collected by 
EPA in June 2000, and the analytical results were made available to GE as part of a database 
exchange between GE and EPA, It is GE's understanding that the data in this database have been 
validated by EPA. 
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Proposed Schedule 

Following receipt of EPA approval of this Addendum, GE will initiate pre-design investigations. 
Consistent with General Condition No. 5 (last paragraph) of EPA's conditional approval letter, the 
investigations will ~ O C L I Sfirst on the specific areas that will be affected by access road construction 
activities associated with EPA's l '/z Mile Reach Removal Action (as shown on Figures 4-1 and 4-2), and 
GE will endeavor to cornplete the pre-design investigations in those specific areas as soon as practicable. 
GE will also continue its ongoing communications with EPA to discuss scheduling matters and to 
coordinate future field activities. 

Consistent with schedule provided in Section 5 of the PDI Work Plan, GE will complete the overall pre- 
design investigations for the Phase 1 properties and submit a Second PDI Work Plan Addenduln for these 
prope~.ties within six months from EPA3s approval of the present Addendum. That Second Addendum 
will propose a specific schedule for the performance of any additional sampling and analysis activities, as 
well as firture reporting, for the Phase 1 properties. 

Please contact Dick Gates or me with any qrrestions. 

Sincerely, 

Andrew T. Silfer, P.E. 
GE Project Coordinator 
Enclosure 

cc: Tim Conway, EPA Michael Carroll, GE (cover letter only) 
Holly Inglis, EPA Richard Gates, GE 
Dean Tagliaferro, EPA Rod McLaren, GE (cover letter only) 
Michael Nalipinski, EPA James NLISS, BBL 
K.C. Mitkevicius, USACE Jarnes Bieke, Shea & Gardener 
Dawn Jamros, Weston Jeffrey Bernstein, Bernstein, Cushner & Kin~mel 
Susan Steenstrup, MDEP (2 copies) Teresa Bowers, Gradient 
Alan Weinberg, MDEP (cover letter only) Property Owner -Parcel 18-24-1 
Robert Bell, MDEP (cover letter only) Property Owner -Parcel 18-24-5 
Thomas Angus, MDEP (cover letter only) Property Owner -Parcel 18-24-30 1 
Nancy E. Harper, MA AG Property Owner -Parcel 19-4- 12 
Dale YOLIII~,  MA EOEA Public Information Repositories 
Mayor Sara Hathaway, City of Pittsfield GE Internal Repository 
Thomas Hickey, Director, PEDA 
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TABLE l 

GENERAL ELECI'IXIC CORIPANY - PITTSFIELD, MASSACI-IUSETTS 

PRE-DESIGN INVESTIGATION WORK PLAN ADDENDUM FOR 

FLOODPLAIN PROPERTIES ADJACENT TO TIlE I 112 RllLE REACH -


PIIASE I ,  GROUP IA & 1B 


SUMRIARY OF EXISTING SOIL APPENDIX IX DAT.4 

PHASE 1, GROUP I B  


PARCEL 18-23-1 

(Results presented in ppm, dry weight) 
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GENERAL ELECTRIC CORIPANY - PITTSFIELD, R.IASSACIIUSETTS 

PRE-DESIGN INVESTIGATION WORK PLAN ADDENDUM FOR 

FLOODPLAIN PROPERTIES ADJACENT TO THE I 1/2 RIILE REACli -


PIIASE 1,  GROkJP 1A Bi 1B 


SUMMARY OF EXISTING SOIL API'ENDIX 1X DATA 

PIiASE 1 ,  GROUP 1B 


PARCEL 18-24-1 

(Results presented io ppm, dry weight) 
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TABLE 1 

GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY - PITTSFIELD, MASSrlCfIUSETTS 

I'RE-DESIGN INVESTIGATION WORK PLAN ADDENDUM FOR 

FLOODPLAIN PROPERTIES ADJACENT TO TIIE I In MILEREACH -


PHASE 1 .  GROUP 1.4 & 1 R 


SURllLfARY OF EXISTING SOIL APPENDIX IX DATA 

PHASE 1, GROUP 1 B 


PARCEL 18-24-1 

(Results presented in ppm, dry weight) 
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GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY - PITTSFIELD, MASSACI-IUSETTS 

PRE-DESIGN IN\'ESTIGATION WORK PLAN ADDENDUM FOR 

FI~OODPLAIN PROPERTIES ADJACENT TO I I I E  1 112 MILE REACII -


PlJASE 1, GROlJP IA Ji 1B 


S U K ~ I ~ A R YOF EXISTINGsox APPENDIX IX DATA 
PI-IASE I ,  GROUP 1B 


PARCEL 18-24-1 

(Results presented in ppm, dry weight) 
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TABLE 1 

GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY - PITTSPIELD, RIASSACFIUSETTS 

PRE-DESIGN INVESTIGATION WORK PLAN ADDENDUM FOR 

THEFLOODPLAIN PROPERTIES ADJACENT 'roTIIE I 112 MILE R E I ~ C I I-


PI-IASE 1 ,  GROUP 1A & IB 


SUMMARY OF EXISTING SOlL APPENDIX 1X DATA 

PIIASE I, GROUP I B 


PARCEL 18-24-1 

(Results presented in ppm, dry weight) 


Notes: 

I .  	Samples were collected and analyzed by EPA for the groups of Appendix 1X constituents 
shown in this table. 

2. 	ND - Compound was not detected. The number in parentheses is the associated quantitation Iinlit for 
volatiles and sen~ivolatiles and the associated detection limit for other constituents detcetion limit. 

3. J - Indicates an estimated value lcss than the PQL (practical quantitation limit). 
4. NA - Not analyzed. 
5.  R - Results rejected due to QAIQCdcfieney. 
6. Duplicate results are presented in parenthesis. 
7. Total 2,3,7,8-TCDD toxicity equivalents (TEQs) were calculated using Toxicity EquivaIency Factors ("EFs) 

derived by the World Health Organization (WHO) and published by Van den Berg et al. in Environmental 
Health Perspectives 106(2), December 1998. 

8. Sample data obtained from EPA database entitled "120601-usepa-11r-dbaseI.mdb and GE database 
entitled "hr121201.mdbn. 
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