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 The Blackfoot 
and Snake 
River, form the 
Northern 
boundary of the 
Reservation.

 Wetlands are 
located 
primarily along 
Riparian 
corridors.
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The  “Bottoms”



Cultural Importance of the Bottoms

Historical wintering site
Archeological site dating 2,000 – 3,000 BC

Important cultural resource today
Medicinal and cultural use of native 

vegetation



Why Wetland Water Quality 
Standards (WWQS)?

To Protect and enhance wetlands,  
specifically “The Bottoms”



WWQS Provide Protection of 
Resources

WWQS provide benchmark 
standards

Create appropriate foundation for 
enhancing Tribal wetland 
resources

Strengthen 401 certification process



The Creation of SBT-WWQS

We did not re-invent the wheel
Used existing State and Tribal WQS 

as templates



Elements of Wetland - WQS 

Wetland designated use
Wetland Criteria
Anti-degradation policy



Wetland Designated Uses

Protects the existing 
wetland function & structure



Wetland Criteria

All wetlands, (not constructed) are subject 
to WQS criteria.

General criteria
Narrative criteria



Three-tiered Anti-degradation 
Policy

Maintain existing use of all waters
Designated high quality waters
Designated outstanding resource waters



Funding

EPA Wetlands Program 
Development Grant



Future Actions

Ambient wetland assessment 
criteria included in the WQS.
Approval of WQS



Questions?

Kerrie Mathews

SBT Water Quality Program

(208)239-4588

kmathews@sbtribes.com


