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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION2

290BROADWAY
NEWYORK,NY 10007-1866

JUN0 8 2()(61

Mr. Steve Kelley
Federal Aviation Administration
National Airspace Redesign
c/o Nessa Memberg
12005 Sunrise Valley Drive, MS C3.02
Reston, VA 20191

Dear Mr. Kelley:

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the draft environmental
impact statement (DEIS) for the New YorklNew Jersey/Philadelphia (NYINJ/PHL)
Metropolitan Area Airspace Redesign (CEQ # 20050540) which encompasses the entire
state of New Jersey and portions of New York, Connecticut, Delaware and Pennsylvania.
The Study Area comprises approximately 31,180 square miles and encompasses all or
portions of 64 counties, and hundreds of municipalities. This review was conducted in
accordance with Section 309 of the Clean Air Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 7609, PL 91-
604 12(a), 84 Stat.1709), and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

Project and Alternatives:

The stated purpose of the project is to increase the efficiency and reliability of the
airspace structure and Air Traffic Control (ATC) system by making modifications to
aircraft routes and air traffic control procedures used in the NYINJ/PHL Metropolitan
Region. In addition to the No Action Alternative, the DEIS analyzes three other
alternatives: the Modifications to Existing Airspace Alternative, the Ocean Routing
Airspace Alternative, and the Integrated Airspace Alternative (with and without an
Integrated Control Complex). No preferred alternative was indicated. Based upon our
review of the document, we have the following comments.

Comments:

1) In Appendix B, the Aviation Activity Forecasts Report, Section 2, a few of the key
assumptions need to be updated or clarified. For example, discuss whether the U.S.
economy recovered to the extent predicted after 2002, and whether the United States
is in the expected "robust recovery." Also, delete the reference to the Concorde as it
is no longer flying. It is also our understanding that fuel costs have affected the costs
of and demand for airline travel. As such, in the final EIS discuss any resulting
changes in impacts that may result from changes in demand estimates and travel
forecasts.
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