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Deborah Ponder is the Acting Director, Office of Environmental Justice and Tribal 
Affairs (OEJTA) with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 6 
in Dallas, Texas.  She is responsible for managing grant programs for the 
environmental justice and tribal programs and ensuring that the communities in 
Region 6, including Tribal communities, receive fair and equitable treatment in 
environmental issues. 
 
Since September 2005, Deborah has served as Deputy Director for OEJTA.  
Prior to joining OEJTA she worked in the Region 6 Office of External Affairs, the 
Procurement Section, and completed a detail as the Chief of RCRA Grants and 
Authorization. 
 
Ms. Ponder’s accomplishments include the 2008 EEO Award.  She is a civil 
mediator, certified facilitator, mentor, and an active member of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc.   
 
Deborah earned an MBA in Strategic Leadership from Amberton University, and 
a Bachelor’s Degree from Southeast Missouri State University.  
 

For more information, please  
contact the EPA Region 6  
Office of External Affairs at  

214 665-2200 
 

 
  
 


