December 2007 Update

Smeltertown/Koppers

Salida, Colorado
(Five-Year Review Date: 9/28/2005)

Brief Site HiStOl'y: The 120 acre site, located in Chaffee County near the
Arkansas River, is about one mile northwest of Salida.

From the turn of the century until about 1920 a lead/zinc smelter operated at the site and
dumped wastes along the banks of the Arkansas River. Contaminants include arsenic,
cadmium, copper, lead, manganese and zinc.

Beginning in 1924 wood treatment occurred at the site. Creosote and pentachlorophenol
were allowed to drip onto the ground after the lumber was treated. Creosote
contaminated soils were removed in 1986 and 1992.

The site is divided into two Operable Units (OUs): OU 1-located in the center of the site,
includes the former smelter; OU 2-in the western section of the site is where the former
wood treating facility was located. A third OU, the former site of CoZinCo, a
manufacturer of zinc sulfate soil amendment/animal feed, has been deferred to RCRA for
management. OU 3 was removed from the site’s proposed NPL listing and is not
included in the five-year review.

Cleanup Activities: The remedy required the site’s central area smelter wastes
and contaminated soils to be consolidated along with creosote contaminated soils from
the western area under a two-foot soil cover. The entire consolidation area was then
revegetated, fertilized and seeded with native perennial grass and plant species suitable
for the region. Groundwater wells were installed down gradient for post construction
monitoring.

Current Status: Re-seeding, harrowing, fertilizing and chemical weed control
of the consolidated waste pile area was completed on May 10, 2006.



Summary of Protectiveness: The remedy as implemented is currentl
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protective of human health and the environment. Contaminated groundwater associated

with OU 1 and OU 2 is not currently used. Soils and smelter wastes containing

contaminants above performance standards are isolated from humans through

engineering and institutional controls.

Issues Impacting Protectiveness: There is no other information that
calls into question the protectiveness of the remedy.
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