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April 1, 2008

MONTANA OFFICE

John F. Wardell .
Director _ :
Montana Office of the US EPA
10 W. 15 sk, !
I-I!elena., MT 59626 i

Dear John Wardell,

I am writing to reguest ‘the EPA come to & ‘resolution regarding
the Record of Decision’ for the East Helena ASARCO site. The

residents of the city havé been waiting since last September when -

we were told a final dec
it would be moved tp Bec‘mber, snd then March Most recently, we
have been told, it has once again been put on hold. It would )
seem that with 21l the years of scientific studies and
information that has been gathered, we should be able to move
forwaxd to a Record of Decision. As the evidence from the blood.
lead levels demonstrate, we are well helow the national average.
It seems obviocus that the remediation that has been. completed
along with'the educatzon program, we have. achieved what we were
striving for, to ensure thée health of theé ‘children of our
community. The concerns of. MITDEQ and Lewis and Clark’ Clty County
Health Hoard are not reasonable.. The action levels to which the.
yards and surround:.ng areas have been remediated are an adequate i
level. There is nothing to démcnstraté that making these levels:.
more stringent will achieve a greater level of success regardznga
the health of the children. B8ince our blood lead levels are
lower than the national average and much lower than when East:
Helena was designated a Super Fund site, what is to be gained by
changlng the standards at ‘this time?

The land that is known as K&R subdivision, where East Valley
Middle School and several blocks of housing is now located had
varying levels of lead, cadmium and arsenic. The ground was deep
£il} plowed, mixing the soils with a gocd end result.: This is a
relatively inexpensive mamnner of treatment that is very
effective. By utilizing this type of tredtment, it made
development of the area affordable, which irn turn, led to
affordable housing. This same type of treatment could be used on
the land to the west of the city, kndwn us Lamping field, as well
as other undeveloped land surrounding the city. This property
could give the city a “hand up* if rYeasonable methods of
remediation can be used. If developers could purchase this
property, the city is willing to &mnex the area, providing water,
sewer and gther city services. The location of this is ideal for

‘development. The ared claseést to the highway could ba used for

commercial purposes, which could help tg offset the loss of tax
base to the city, as well as Schaool Di*‘t:_c:_l_.c(. #8. The area to the
north could be used for residantial housing.

We Support Fair Housing

sion wauld be made. We were then told '



UOCr A DU ERC N : VLI IUa pam. U4-14-2008

John Wardell
bBg. 2

We aren’t asking to have the rules bent or changed to accommodate
the city. We are asking that the same standards that were
initially placed continue to be utilized to the end of the
project. Both MIDEQ and Lewis/Clark City County Board of Health
were involved from the beginning. There is no logic in changing
the standard at this time and nothing to be gained. wWe are in a
holding pattern until there is a Record of Decision. Wa would
like to move forward, locking te the fukure. This could involve
Brownfield’'s grants, which we don't qualify te apply for, because
we are designated a Super Fund site. We ‘encourage you to
continue to move forward to a final dec1510n and not allow othexr

'_entltles to influence your decision.

Slncerely,-

/T«:/r--' 6““(’"

Terria Casay
Mayor

BC: Carol Rushin
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