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haven't registered but would like to speak, if you'll check
in with the registration table outside, we'll do our best to
accommodate your schedule.

We're going to use atimer for the hearing. Asl

said, we have alot of people who want to testify, and we're
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1992, Congress required EPA to insure safety of the WIPP
site, and in response EPA set disposal standards in 1993,
requiring DOE to demonstrate that WIPP will be a safe
disposal facility for thousands of years into the future.

Then in February 1996, EPA followed those general standards
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We've reviewed the information on the WIPP's ability to
safely contain radioactive waste, and as required by EPA
standards, DOE has had the necessary portions of the
application peer reviewed by independent experts.

On October 30, 1997, we issued a proposed decision
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radioactive wastes buried at the WIPP.

Four, DOE must sea waste storage panels within
WIPP with strong concrete barriers that are engineered to
contain hazardous material.

Having made our decision, we are here to obtain
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facilities around the nation is critical to the future well
being of the United States of America.
Over ten years ago | moved my wife and four
children to Carlsbad, New Mexico in order to work directly on

the WIPP, the first step in a solution to nuclear waste
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identified and described and that they are applied in
accordance with the quality assurance requirements found in
194.22. Again, the WIPP waste information system is fully
identified and described in the Compliance Certification

Application, and EPA has validated this system and associated
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Accordingly, the DOE Carlshad Area Office
respectfully suggests that EPA reconsider the basis for
conditions two and three of the proposed rule and eliminate
these conditions from the fina rule.

Thank you very much.
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Asindicated previoudy, | have been in Carlsbad
for three years. When investigating purchasing ahomein
Carlsbad, | learned of a number of employees associated with
the WIPP project that were building and buying homesin

Carlsbad. Thisis considered avery strong indication that
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First of all, I'm concerned that EPA in its October
30, 1997 proposed rule has suddenly added a new role for
itself as an adjunct to 40 CFR 194. This addition is a new
process for the active involvement in waste generator site

certification. Until now the plan was for DOE to be the
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The EPA'S proposed rule which presents this
decision to certify the WIPP isavita step in the opening
of the nations first permanent underground repository for
transuranic radioactive waste.

Opening of WIPP is necessary so that defense
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this thought in mind, I'd like to applaud the EPA for your
efforts.

The EPA and the public should be confident in the
environmental and safety excellence of the WIPP.

Environmenta and safety excellence has been repeatedly
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I've written just afew things to try to express my
concern about the EPA guidelines and such, and in no way am |
ascientist.

Living in Carlsbad, we've come to realize that the

WIPP project is an integral part of our community in many,
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for present and future generations. That's your task. It's
avery difficult task. And it's one that we hoped EPA would
meet, although there were some early warning signs, and one |
want to mention.

One example of thisis July 21, 1992, during the
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able to respond to EPA's document in 30 days.

Thisisjust an example of how EPA is short
circuiting the public. Its own processes, EPA's processes,
EPA isnot doing its jab.

In its proposed rule, EPA did not use redlistic
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Based on the records so far it appears that based
on pressure from DOE and Congress in secret meetings in March
and April of 1997, that EPA was pressured to prematurely
approve unsubstantiated and invalidated parameter values

which it included in its March 19th letter to DOE.
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do, you won't provide adequate public comment and that you
won't do the kind of P. A. runs that I'm talking about, |
hope I'm wrong about that tradition.

It's up to you to do it, not for me, but to protect

the public in New Mexico now and for future generations.
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PENNY ZIGLEOD: My nameis Penny Zigleod, and I'm
speaking to you today as a layperson.

I moved to New Mexico five years ago. | have lived
with MS since 1980. | wasin remission for 11 out of those

13 years. | wasin remission when | moved to New Mexico.
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21 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I'd like to speak about

22 insurance.
23 PRESIDING OFFICER: Can you give your name.
24 LILLY ZARAGOZA: Oh, I'm Lilly Zaragoza from

25 Albuquergue.
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In other words, these people are not going to be
covered once they leave that job. But the contamination has
already occurred in their body. We know that from
experience. From all of the people that were radiated with

the atomic bomb and with the atomic bomb experiments, we
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21 It'snot out of the United States, but who is going to cover
22 these peoplein an event of an accident?

23 Y ou may say, oh, DOE is going to make sure, the EPA
24 isgoing to make very sure that no accidents happen. But

25 didn't they say that about Chernobyl. Didn't they say that
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gases will. And they are transporting even nuclear reactors.
Any equipment used for separating the isotopes or uranium or
plutonium. Processing, utilizing spent fuel or handling,
processing of type G waste. Those are all going to be

excluded.
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In their response they say, the TRU waste TRU pack
container is required only for shipment to the WIPP site.
WEell, that's bullshit because they were moving it on big
regular semi trucks. They weren't using a TRU pack truck.

Then they say, oh, no TRU waste has been transported to
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There's no safe way of disposing of it, storing it, and
nuclear facilities are making too much of it. Thisisthe
greatest crime to humanity and al life on the planet in the
universe, and if you do honestly represent the people of the

United States, it's time that you open up your eyes and your

SANTA FE DEPOSITION SERVICE - (505) 983-4643
JANUARY 7, 1997 - ALBUQUERQUE












21

22

23

24

25

records and I'll also give this so you can see the radon how
high it isin our state and many of the states. It hasamap
here. You see this black right here, that's how bad the
radon isin our state.

Like | say, we have been the sacrifice zone for the
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21 interstates?

22 We areworried. If terrorists unleash -- some of

23 these highways are not more than 100 yards from high schools
24 such as Berndillo High School, Albuguerque high school,

25 Belen high school, and an elementary school in Carlsbad.
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PRESIDING OFFICER: Thank you very much for coming.
Is Ernest Garcia here?

(No response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER: Jeanne Carlston?

(No response.)
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21 EPA and the DOE. | am not quite familiar who did what at
22 times, and so | just put it into a general summary.

23 Now there are many aspects of WIPP, but the one |
24 am dealing with specifically is the one dealing with the

25 wildlife surveys which were done on the WIPP site or rather
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ecological monitoring. What's the difference.

So she had to take my into the library and | got a
little bit of information, but | had to come down here and so
| didn't have time to really peruse it adequately.

Responding to public comments in a condescending
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