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Guide to Using myRTK  
This guide has been designed to help a new user become familiar with “my Right-to-Know” or “myRTK,” an 
EPA website optimized for mobile devices. You can use this tool to locate and learn about industrial facilities 
that use or manufacture toxic chemicals and are regulated under air, water, or hazardous waste environmental 
laws.  

For example, users of myRTK may include: 

• a mother with young children living near a power plant who wants to know what toxic chemicals 
are emitted and their potential health effects  
 

• a family that is considering moving to a new neighborhood and wants to know what toxic 
chemicals are being released into the environment  

 
• you work in a nearby town and are interested in finding out what industrial facilities are located 

in the area, what chemicals they release, and the facility’s compliance history.  

myRTK can be accessed at: http://myrtk.epa.gov/info/  

myRTK primarily presents chemical release and waste management information from EPA’s Toxics Release 
Inventory (TRI). To learn more about the TRI Program, visit: http://www.epa.gov/tri/  

Select a Language 

You can choose to use myRTK in English or Spanish by selecting a language near the top of the main search 
page. 

   

 

 

http://myrtk.epa.gov/info/
http://www.epa.gov/tri/


  Page 2 

 

View an Explanation of the Data 

For information on the data contained in myRTK, click the ‘Legend and Info’ button within the navigation bar, 
available at the top of all myRTK pages.  
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Search Example #1:  

Searches may return many facilities.  

To conduct a search, select the ‘Search’ tab. 
Here, you can input an address, a city, or zip code 
of interest. For this example we inputted 02128  
into the box next to “Zip”. After inputting the 
location, click the ‘Find Facilities’ button below 
the search boxes.  

The ‘Map’ tab will appear with the results of the 
search. The address or center of the  search area 
will be shown as a small blue dot. Typically, in 
this initial view (i.e., the default zoom level) of 
myRTK, you will see an area of 1.2 to 2 miles 
around the location. 

 

 

 Blue markers represent facilities 
that reported to the Toxics Release 
Inventory Program for the most 
recent reporting year.  

 Grey stripped markers represent 
facilities that did not report to the 
TRI Program but have other EPA 
records indicating that they may 
release or manage TRI-reportable 
chemicals.  

(For further explanation of the 
markers, click the ‘Legend and 
Info’ tab in the navigation bar.) 

To get a listing of the facilities 
showen on the map, click the ‘List’ 
tab. In this case, there are 14 
facilities located on the map. 
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Search Example #2:  

Many locations may not have any TRI 
facilities or other regulated facilities using 
TRI chemicals. This may be unknown to 
you when you begin a search.  

For this example, we inputted 67805 into 
the box next to “Zip”. After inputting the 
location, click the ‘Find Facilities’ button 
below the search boxes.  

No facilities appear in the map view, as 
shown below. The ‘List’ tab also confirms 
that no facilities are located on the map.  

  

 

To see if there are facilities in the surrounding area and view a larger area, you can also 
zoom out by clicking once on the “-” button located towards the upper left corner of the 
map.  

Note: MyRTK will not display any facilities if you zoom out too far, displaying too large 
of an area. 
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Facility Reports 

You can find details about any facility in two ways: 

From the ‘Map’ view:  

- Click on the blue or grey 
stripped marker of interest. The 
facility name, address, and 
industry type will appear. Click 
on the underlined facility name 
to view its Facility Report 
(indicated by the red arrow). 

 

 

From the ‘List’ view:              

- Click on the underlined facility 
name to view its Facility Report. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Facility Report provides information such as:  
 Blue 

markers 
Gray 
stripped 
markers 

Facility name, location X X 
TRI industry type X  
How the facility ranks compared to other TRI facilities X  
How the facility may be similar to a TRI Facility  X 
Chemical release amounts (in pounds) to air, water, and land. X  
A list of chemicals released, including release quantities, and 
an indication of whether EPA has compiled information related 
to cancer or other health effects.  

X  

Compliance history of the facility over the past three years X X 
(Note that not all items listed above will be available or applicable in all cases.)
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Example of a Facility Report 
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Health Effects Information 

From the facility report, section ‘ON SITE RELEASES BY CHEMICAL’, click the 
underlined chemical name to find more detailed health effects information. Below is a 
screenshot of the information found when you click on ‘NITRATE COMPOUNDS’. 
Health information is taken from the OSHA Carcinogen List and TRI-CHIP, an EPA 
database compiling chemical health effects information from numerous sources. Clicking 
on the source information will bring up the TRI-CHIP web page.  
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Pollution Prevention Activities Data 

From the facility report, section ‘POLLUTION PREVENTION’, click the ‘Pollution 
Prevention Activites’ checkmark to find more information on a facility’s pollution 
prevention activities. A new window is opened to the relevant section of a larger EPA 
summary report of TRI data for the facility. The screenshot below provides an example 
of these results. Clicking on “P2 report” will bring up tables and charts presenting 
pollution prevention (P2) activities and waste management trends for the selected 
chemical. Clicking on “View all P2 information for this facility” will bring up a full list 
of P2 activities for all chemicals reported by this facility. 
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Compliance Data 

From the facility report section ‘COMPLIANCE’, click the ‘More Compliance Data’ link 
to find more information on a facility’s compliance with federal environmental 
regulations. A Detailed Facility Report is opened in EPA’s ECHO database. The 
screenshot below provides an example report. 
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What Can I Do? 

From the facility report, section ‘links’, click on the underlined “What Can I Do?” link to 
find information on what you can do if you think there is a problem at a facility, if there 
is a facility-related emergency, if you suspect errors in the data, or if you want to find 
more TRI information. Below is a screenshot of the page.  
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What other environmental information is there about my neighborhood?  

More environmental information for your area of interest can be found at 
MyEnvironment. MyEnvironment allows you to enter a location such as address, zip, 
city, county, waterbody, park name, etc. resulting in a cross-sectionof information 
covering air, water, energy, health, land, community activities, environmental reports, 
and map of facilities. Below is a screen shot of a portion of the results in 
MyEnvironment. 

 

 

 

http://www.epa.gov/myenvironment/
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