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What is ENERGY STAR for Buildings?

• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency energy 
management program.

• Offers proven solutions to help building owners 
and managers reduce energy consumption.

• Program for new construction and existing 
buildings.

• Works in markets with a focus on:
• Commercial property (offices, retail, hotels)
• Public sector (government, K-12, higher ed)
• Healthcare
• Small business and congregations



Portfolio Manager – Tracking 
Performance in Existing Buildings

• Free online tool for existing buildings:
• Assess the energy use of existing buildings
• Compare your energy use against your peers
• Receive an energy performance rating (1-100 score) 

or comparison to national average energy use.
• Track changes in energy use over time in single 

buildings, groups of buildings, or entire portfolios.
• Track cost savings and CO2 reductions.
• Track water usage.

• http://www.energystar.gov/benchmark



Portfolio Manager 1-2-3 for ARRA 
Projects

1. Identify Projects
2. Track Progress
3. Document Savings Results



1. Identify Best Opportunities for 
Energy Efficiency Improvements

• Identify under-performing buildings to target for 
energy efficiency improvements.

• Estabish baselines to set goals and measure 
progress



2. Track Progress Over Time

• Set a baseline and monitor energy efficiency 
improvements over time 

• View percent improvement in weather-normalized 
energy use intensity.

• Track reductions in greenhouse gas emissions. 
• Monitor energy and water costs 



3. Verify Savings Results

• Provide transparency and accountability to help demonstrate 
strategic use of capital improvement funding.

• Quickly and accurately demonstrate savings for an individual 
building or entire portfolio: 
• Energy use
• GHG emissions 
• Water use
• Energy costs



Promote EE to Your Target Markets 
with ENERGY STAR

“Grants can be used for energy efficiency and conservation programs and projects 
community wide”

Louisville Kilowatt Crackdown
Participants benchmark in EPA’s Portfolio Manager and work to improve performance during 
the campaign period. Over 240 Louisville commercial buildings participating (schools, CRE, 
healthcare, hospitality, and others)

Chicago Green Office Challenge
Participants benchmarking in EPA’s Portfolio Manager to track energy and water use and 
compile results at the end of the contest period. 

Pennsylvania Small Business Energy Efficiency Grants
State makes funds available to small businesses for energy efficiency improvements. 
Applicants benchmark in EPA’s Portfolio Manager before and after the completion of the 
energy efficiency upgrade.

Wisconsin Lt. Governor ENERGY STAR School Challenge
State campaign to challenge 100 new WI school districts to join as ENERGY STAR partners 
and reduce energy use by 10 percent or more. 

More model programs at www.energystar.gov/government



New resources on the Public Sector pages: 
www.energystar.gov/government

*** Sample text 
for EECBG 
Worksheets***

•Pre-recorded 
web casts

•Fact Sheet: “PM 
for ARRA-funded 
EE  projects”

•Benchmarking 
Starter Kit

http://www.energystar.gov/government


ENERGY STAR Sample Text for EECBG 
Activity Sheets (Attachment B1 in the FOA)

DOE FOA Attachment B1: EECBG Activity Worksheet



ENERGY STAR Sample Text for EECBG 
Activity Sheets (Attachment B1 in the FOA)

• Sample Templates for Cities, Counties, and Tribes

• Strategic Implementation of Energy Efficiency Improvements in 
Public Buildings

• Improving Building Energy Efficiency within Target Market 
Sectors

• Implementing Energy Retrofits in Existing Homes

Download at www.energystar.gov/government

http://www.energystar.gov/government


ENERGY STAR Sample Text for EECBG 
Activity Sheets (Attachment B1 in the FOA)

• Sample Templates for States

• Strategic Implementation of Energy Efficiency Improvements in 
Public Buildings

• Improving Building Energy Efficiency within State-wide Target 
Market Sectors

• Improving Building Energy Efficiency in K-12 Schools 
• Implementing Energy Retrofits in Existing Homes 

Download at www.energystar.gov/government

http://www.energystar.gov/government


Benchmarking Starter Kit: 
Animated Portfolio Manager Training



Learn more at www.energystar.gov/government 
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