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Funding Brownfield Remediation with

the Clean Water State Revolving Fund

Brownfields

Many areas across the country that were once used for
industrial and commercia purposes have been abandoned or
are under-used. Some are environmentally contaminated or
perceived to be contaminated. Because developers,
municipalities, and other stakeholders fear that involvement
with these sites may make them liable for cleaning up
contamination they did not create, they are more attracted to
developing sites in pristine areas, called “greenfields.” The
result can be blighted areas rife with abandoned or under-used
industrial or commercia facilities that create safety and health
risksfor residents, drive up unemployment, and foster a sense
of hopelessness. These areas are called “brownfields.”

Brownfields/Clean Water State
Revolving Fund Collaboration

Brownfields sites that suffer from water quality
impairment can use the CWSRF as a powerful
financial instrument for planned cor rective action.

There are currently 51 Clean Water State Revolving Fund
(CWSRF) programs (one in each state and Puerto Rico), which
operate like banks. They are capitalized through Federal and
state contributions. These assets, in turn, are used to make
low or no-interest loans for important water quality projects.
Funds are then repaid to the CWSRFs over terms as long as
twenty years. Repaid funds are then recycled to fund other
water quality projects. These CWSRF resources can help
augment the limited financial resources currently available
under the Brownfield Initiative's pilot program to clean up
these Stes. Brownfield mitigation to correct or prevent water
quality problems may be eligible for CWSRFE funding which
includes

1. Abatement of Polluted Runoff

2. Control of Sormwater Runoff
(Stormwater activities subject to-National-Poltutant
Discharge-Elimination System (NPDES) permitting are
considered to be a point source and, thus, would have to
be publicly-owned-in-order-to-qualify-for CWSRF

assistance.)

3. Correction of Groundwater Contamination

4. Remediation of Petroleum Contamination
(Includes assessment and cleanup of petroleum
contamination and underground storage tanks, which are
not covered under Brownfields/Superfund funding.)

Getting a Project Funded
The list of brownfield projects that may be eligible for CWSRF
funding includes, but is not limited to

excavation and disposal of underground storage tanks
constructed wetlands (filtering mechanism)

capping of wells

excavation, removal, and disposal of contaminated soil
or sediments

tunnel demolition

4 well abandonment

4 Phasel, Phasell, and Phase |11 assessments
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Brownfield showcase communities and pilots with such
projects are also eligible for CWSRF funding.

The first step in securing CWSRF funding is to get your
project/remediation plan on your state’s Nonpoint Source
Management Plan (NSMP) (Section 319 of the Clean Water
Act). Contact your statels CWSRF program for details
(requirements, NSMP development, scheduling, restrictions,
etc.).

Capacity of the CWSRF
The CWSREF has in excess of $27 billion in assets and has
issued almost $23 billion in loans since 1988. Currently the
CWSREF is funding nearly $3 billion worth of water quality
projects annually.

Who May Qualify
Included in a long list of |eligible foan recipients are
communities, municipalities, individuals, citizen groups, and
nonprofit—organizations.—Since the CWSRF—program is
managed largely by the states, project eligibility may vary
according to the priorities within each state. Contact your






