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January 8, 1993

M. John K Mason

Envi ronnent al Protection Agency
345 Courtland St. NE

Atlanta, GA 30365

Dear M. Mason

RE: Defining “Annual” for Rel ease
Det ecti on

Qur office requests that the term*®“annual” be defined since there
seens to be sone discrepancy as to the interpretation of this
termwhen a tank owner is evaluated for conpliance with the

rel ease detection nmethod of annual precision tank tightness
testing in conbination with inventory control and reconciliation.

Qur understanding of this definition is that “annual” is a period
of twelve nonths. So, if a tank owner chooses to precision test
on February 1 of the phase-in year required for rel ease
detection, the tank owner nust test the tanks again by February 1
of the followng year in order to satisfy the requirenents of
“annual ” precision tank tightness testing.

However, one tank owner believes that as long as a facility is
tested each year by the phase-in period of Decenber 22, he is in
conpliance with “annual” precision testing, since the tanks are
tested each cal endar year by the phase-in deadline of Decenber
22. W& believe that this interpretation is incorrect, and two
anal ogi es for our reasoning are as foll ows:

1. If this interpretation is correct, a tank owner coul d
theoretically test the tanks on Decenber 22 of one
year, test themon January 1 of the follow ng year
and Decenber 22 of the followi ng year. Thus, only 10
days woul d el apse fromone “annual” testing and over 24
nmont hs woul d el apse fromthe next “annual” testing. W
believe that the regul ations were not witten so that
preci sion tank tightness testing would occur at such
extrene tinme intervals to satisfy rel ease detection
requirements.



2. If “nmonthly” nmonitoring is interpreted as “every thirty
days”, then “annual” nust either nean “every twel ve
nont hs” or “every 365 days”.

Pl ease submt clarification on the definition of “annual” so that
we can properly determne the conpliance status of facilities
that use annual precision testing in conjunction with inventory
control and reconciliation as a rel ease detection nethod. For
your information we have included a copy of the tank owner’s
response. VW& woul d appreci ate an answer by January 29, 1993 so
that we can expedite our rel ease detection conpliance efforts.

Thank you for your attention into this matter.
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