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Chapter XiIll
Chemical Oxidation

Overview

Petroleum contaminant decomposition and in-situ destruction may be
accomplished using chemical oxidation technologies. In contrast to other remedial
technol ogies, contaminant reduction can be seen in short time frames (e.g., weeks
or months). Asdiscussed in this chapter, a variety of chemical oxidants and
application techniques can be used to bring oxidizing materials into contact with
subsurface contaminants to remediate the contamination. With sufficient contact
time with the organic contaminants, chemical oxidants may be capable of
converting the petroleum hydrocarbon mass to carbon dioxide and water and
ultimately irreversibly reduce concentrations of petroleum hydrocarbonsin soil and
groundwater. While many of the chemical oxidants have been used in wastewater
treatment for decades, only recently have they been used to treat hydrocarbon-
contaminated groundwater and soil in-situ.

Chemical oxidation technologies are predominantly used to address
contaminants in the source area saturated zone and capillary fringe. Cost concerns
can preclude the use of chemical oxidation technologies to address large and dilute
petroleum contaminant plumes. More frequently, chemica oxidation technologies
are employed to treat smaller source areas where the petroleum mass is more
concentrated. However, where excessive petroleum contaminant mass existsin
the source area and where there is a significant thickness of mobile non-aqueous
phase liquids (NAPLS), other remedia technologies (e.g., free product recovery)
may need to precede chemical oxidation for the remediation to be safe and cost-
effective.

Concurrent treatment of source area saturated and unsaturated zones usually
requires the integration of chemical oxidation with other remedial technologies that
target unsaturated zone contamination (e.g., soil vapor extraction). Frequently,
soil vapor extraction, which is used to treat the unsaturated zone, isincluded as a
component of chemical oxidation remedial solutions even if there is no specific
need to treat unsaturated soils in the source area. Use of soil vapor extraction in
conjunction with chemical oxidation can help alleviate safety issues associated with
controlling and recovering off-gas containing volatile organic carbons (VOCs),
oxygen, oxidants and other reaction byproducts that can be generated by various
chemical oxidants.

Asdiscussed in greater detail below, each chemical oxidant and application
technology has advantages and disadvantages. Some oxidants are stronger than
others, yet some weaker oxidants may persist in the subsurface, allowing longer
contact times with the contaminants. Careful evaluation of the contaminants of
concern is needed before selecting a chemical oxidation technology. Certain
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contaminants (e.g., benzene) that are frequently remedial drivers at petroleum UST
release sites are unable to be readily chemically oxidized in-situ using some
chemical oxidants (e.g., permanganate).

Understanding the site hydrogeol ogic conditions is important when considering
chemical oxidation technologies because these conditions often determine the
extent to which the chemical oxidants may come into contact with the petroleum
contaminants. Chemical oxidants may not be able to penetrate low permeability
homogenous soils or horizons in heterogeneous soils that contain the bulk of
petroleum contaminant mass.

Sail reactivity with chemical oxidants is also important when considering the
costs of the use of chemical oxidation. Excessive loss of achemical oxidant that is
reacting with organicsin soil, instead of reacting with the contaminants, may
preclude the use of the technology as an economically viable approach to site
remediation. Different chemical oxidation technologies are most appropriate for
particular hydrogeol ogic conditions. For example, Fenton’s Reagant may not be
ideal for groundwater with high concentrations of carbonate. The carbonate ion
preferentially scavenges the hydroxyl radicals created by Fenton’s Reagant
reactions before they have a chance to react with the petroleum contaminants. By
contrast, the presence of carbonate minerals in the geologic matrix has generaly
positive effects on permanganate oxidation.

Remedia strategies for petroleum UST sites that include a combination of
active source zone treatment with enhanced natural attenuation outside the
contaminant plume core may consider chemical oxidation technologies. Many
chemical oxidation techniques aso provide residua dissolved oxygen that is used
by aerobic microorganisms to biodegrade contaminants. In addition, these
technologies may also oxidize reduced el ectron acceptors (e.g., nitrogen to nitrate,
sulfides to sulfate), which are then used by anaerobic microorganisms to
biodegrade contaminants. For more information on enhanced aerobic remediation
technologies, see "How to Evaluate Alternative Cleanup Technologies for
Underground Storage Tank Sites: A Guide for Corrective Action Plan Reviewers’
(EPA-510-B-95-007, 1995). For specific information on aerobic remediation
technologies, see Chapter 111, Bioventing, Chapter V111, Biosparging, and Chapter
X, In-situ Groundwater Bioremediation.

Exhibit XI11-1 summarizes the general advantages and disadvantages of
chemical oxidation technologies.

Several chemical oxidants have been used to remediate petroleum
contaminated UST sites. The most commonly used (and most effective) are
Hydrogen Peroxide/Fenton's Reagent and Ozone. Sodium or Potassium
Permanganate have been used, but experience with these compounds is more
limited, although some recent bench-scale and field studies are showing promise.
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EXHIBIT XIlI-1
Chemical Oxidation
Primary Advantages and Disadvantages

Advantages

Contaminant mass can be
destroyed in-situ.

Rapid destruction/degradation of
contaminants (measurable
reductions in weeks or months).

Produces no significant wastes
(VOC off-gas is minimal), except
Fenton’s.

Some oxidants (not Fenton’s) are
capable of completely oxidizing
MTBE (but production of
degradation products may be
problematic).

Reduced operation and
monitoring costs.

Compatible with post treatment
monitored natural attenuation and
can even enhance aerobic and
anaerobic biodegradation of
residual hydrocarbons.

Some oxidation technologies
cause only minimal disturbance to
site operations.

Disadvantages

Potentially higher initial and
overall costs relative to other
source area solutions.

Contamination in low permeability
soils may not be readily contacted
and destroyed by chemical
oxidants.

Fenton’s Reagant can produce
significant quantity of explosive
off-gas. Special precautions (i.e.,
SVE system) are required for
appropriate implementation of
remedial action involving Fenton’s
Reagent/hydrogen peroxide.

Dissolved contaminant
concentrations may rebound
weeks or months following
chemical oxidation treatment.

Dissolved contaminant plume
configuration may be altered by
chemical oxidation application.

Significant health and safety
concerns are associated with
applying oxidants.

May not be technically or
economically able to reduce
contaminants to background or
very low concentrations.

Significant losses of chemical
oxidants may occur as they react
with soil/bedrock material rather
than contaminants.

May significantly alter aquifer
geochemistry; can cause clogging
of aquifer through precipitation of
minerals in pore spaces.
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There has also been recent interest in and some field applications using sodium
persulfate (Na,S,0O,) to oxidize organic contaminants or to reduce the oxidant
demand of native soils before other oxidants are applied to the contamination.
Some research has demonstrated that when mixed with ferrous iron as a catalyt,
the sulfate free radical (SO,) can be produced, which has an oxidation potential
only dightly less than Fenton's Reagent. Field testing of this oxidant to date has
primarily involved the destruction of chlorinated organics rather than petroleum
hydrocarbons. Given the experimental status of this oxidant, it is not further
described or discussed in this chapter.

A brief description of the three main petroleum hydrocarbon oxidants and
associated application technologiesis provided below. Exhibit XI11-2 compares
the relative advantages and disadvantages of these chemical oxidation
technologies.

Hydrogen Peroxide and Fenton's Reagent

Hydrogen peroxide is a strong oxidant that can be injected into a contaminated
zone to destroy petroleum contaminants. When injected to groundwater,
hydrogen peroxide is unstable, and reacts with organic contaminants and
subsurface materials. It decomposes to oxygen and water within hours of its
introduction into groundwater generating heat in the process. Peroxide istypically
shipped to aremediation site in liquid form at dose concentrations ranging from
five percent to 50 percent by weight.

The reactivity of hydrogen peroxide can limit the extent to which it may be
distributed in the subsurface before it decomposes. 1njecting concentrations of
hydrogen peroxide as low as 100 ppm (a small fraction of one percent) can cause
oxygen concentrations in groundwater to exceed the solubility limit of oxygenin
groundwater (typically 9-10 mg/L). When this occurs, oxygen gasis formed, and
islost in the form of bubbles that rise through the saturated zone to the water table
and into the unsaturated zone.

Hydrogen peroxide is particularly effective when it reacts with ferrousiron
(Fe*") to produce Fenton's Reagent. Ferrousiron may be naturally present in the
subsurface soils and/or groundwater, or it can be added as a catalyst solution
together with the hydrogen peroxide to produce this aggressive chemical reaction.

Hydrogen peroxide in the presence of ferrousiron (Fe**) reacts to form
hydroxyl radicals (OHe), ferric iron (Fe*), and hydroxyl ions (OH). The hydroxyl
ions are very powerful oxidizers, and react particularly with organic compounds.
The hydroxyl radicals break the petroleum hydrocarbon bonds of common
petroleum constituents such as benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and xylene, as well
as petroleum aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) and methyl tertiary butyl ether
(MTBE), acommon gasoline additive.
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Fenton's Reagent requires soluble Fe?* to form OHe. This optimal reaction
occurs under relatively low pH conditions (e.g., pH of 2to 4). pH adjustment in
the treatment areais often necessary to enable the oxidation process to proceed
efficiently. This can be accomplished by either acidifying the hydrogen peroxide or
by adding a chelating acid. Using a ferrous sulfate solution “simultaneoudly adjusts
aquifer pH and adds the iron catalyst needed for Fenton's Reagent. Because of the
low pH requirement, Fenton's Reagent treatment may not be efficient or effective
in limestone geology or sediments with elevated pH levels or with significant
capacity to buffer these reactions. In addition, reaction between hydrogen
peroxide and ferric iron can consume hydrogen peroxide, reducing the
effectiveness of the oxidant dose. The same effect may aso occur in soils with
high ferric iron content.

Exhibit XllI-2
Chemical Oxidation Technologies Comparative Matrix
Hydrogen
Peroxide/
Fenton’s
Reagant Permanganate Ozone
Advantages
Potential to complete X
remediation in shortest time
Capacity to oxidize MTBE and X X
benzene
No significant VOC off-gas ¥ 1 X

produced by heat of reaction

Oxidizes over extended period,
increasing possibility of contact X
with contaminants

Increases dissolved oxygen
levels for potentially enhanced X X
aerobic bioremediation

Reduced health and safety
concerns during application

Can be applied using automated
system

1 If solid peroxide isinjected below 10% strength, the heat of dilution is mitigated and VOC
generation typically avoided.

2 Note that sodium permanganate is often applied as aliquid at 40% strength, which poses a
significant handling and explosion risk.
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Exhibit XllI-2
Chemical Oxidation Technologies Comparative Matrix (continued)

Hydrogen
Peroxide/
Fenton’s
Reagant Permanganate | Ozone

Disadvantages

Inability to effectively oxidize
benzene or MTBE

Increased risk of fugitive vapors
entering building structures, utility
conduits, particularly in absence
of adequate vapor recovery X
technology (e.g., soil vapor
extraction)

Increased risk of plume

. ) X X
reconfiguration
Low permeability soil horizons
less likely to be penetrated by

, Lo X X X
oxidant over short injection
period
On-site reactive chemical

X X X

handling and storage required

On-site gas production and
delivery equipment (e.g., ozone X
generator) required

Few petroleum remediation
projects completed using this

technology due to limited X

effectiveness

Possible production of unwanted

compounds or by-products in the X X X
subsurface®

Potential to precipitate solids and X X

clog aquifer pores

Fenton-like reactions produce the hydroxyl radical (OHe) which is one of the
strongest oxidants, but the reaction proceeds so quickly that the radicals may not
have sufficient time to come into contact with contaminant molecules so that they
can be destroyed before the hydrogen peroxide decomposes. Also, some

3 Chemical oxidation may cause some may create some toxic or highly mobile secondary
products. Ensure that analyses for potential secondary products are included in any
corrective action plan that proposes the use of chemical oxidants.
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contaminants may sorb so tightly to organic material in the soil that they are
effectively protected from destruction.. This may be particularly true for sites with
significant layers or lenses of low permeability that results from high clay content.
In such cases, the oxidant may successfully address contaminants in more
permeable layers or lenses of soil while leaving the bulk of the contamination that
resides in the low permesability soils.

Difficulty in addressing contamination in low permeability soils may be
alleviated to some degree by controlled pneumatic or hydraulic fracturing of the
soil. However, engineered hydraulic fractures generally cannot be spaced more
closaly than about 5 feet, which means that chemical oxidants must still penetrate a
substantial thickness of low permeability soil to come into contact with the
contamination. Deep soil mixing with large diameter drill augersis the most
effective method currently available to increase contact between adsorbed
contaminants and the oxidants. In any case, long term post-injection monitoring of
contaminant levels in groundwater is critical to evaluating the success of putting
Fenton's Reagent into contact with adsorbed contaminants. 1f inadequate contact
occurs, contaminant levels in groundwater samples will rebound as the adsorbed
contaminant mass gradually (typically over months) bleeds back into groundwater.

Controlled oxidation is increasingly being practiced using solid peroxides, pH
modifiers, and catalysts that promote the generation of freeradicals. This new
approach moderates the rate of dissolution and peroxide generation, which in turn
controls that rate of reaction between peroxide and the petroleum contaminants.
The use of durried peroxides creates the opportunity to release oxidants and
oxygen over alonger period, which can promote subsequent aerobic remediation.

“Modified” Fenton-type systems use pH-neutral and even higher pH conditions
along with durried solid peroxides and metallic or organo-metallic catalysts. The
reaction of the oxidants with the catalysts generate hydroxyl radicals, which react
with the organic contaminants within the subsurface. The advantage to this
approach is the ability to use Fenton’s Reagant under neutral pH conditions,
requiring no acidification of the aquifer. It leadsto amix of reducing and
oxidizing reactions in the subsurface, which moderates the rate of dissolution and
peroxide generation, which moderates the rate of reaction between the peroxide
and the petroleum contaminants. This releases oxidants and oxygen over alonger
period, and may promote subsequent aerobic remediation.

Fenton-like reactions are exothermic and can raise the temperature of
groundwater, produce steam and generate significant pressures in the application
area, particularly when the Fenton’sis added at strengths approaching 10-12%.
Especidly in deegp vadose zones and in monitoring or injection wells where
pressures may be elevated, Fenton’ s-like reactions can lead to explosive conditions
and present safety concerns that need to be promptly and effectively managed. In
addition, migration of explosive vapors along preferentia pathways may pose an
explosion hazard.
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Several incidents resulting in spontaneous explosions of subsurface vapors have
occurred during Fenton's Reagent treatment of petroleum contaminated sites.
Other incidences have involved VOC vapor migration and intrusion into buildings
and contaminant plume expansion. To manage theserisks, at aminimum, it is
important before a chemical oxidation strategy is selected and implemented to:

# Locate pockets of high levels of petroleum contamination in the treatment
area.

# ldentify and evaluate preferential flow paths.

# Clear the area of subsurface utilities, basements or other enclosed spaces
that could accumulate and transmit vapors.

# Ensure that no petroleum storage tanks or lines are in the treatment area.

During application of an oxidation technology, consider the following to manage
risks:

# Useafield photo-ionization or flame ionization detector (PID/FID) and
explosimeter to monitor for explosive conditions.

# Instal and operate a soil vapor collection system during Fenton's Reagent
treatment until such time it can be demonstrated that there is no significant
threat.

# Use aheat probe to monitor subsurface temperatures. Hydrogen peroxide,
for example, decomposes at temperatures above 65°C, so as reactions
progress in the subsurface, it isimportant to control the temperature to
ensure maximum efficacy of the oxidation process.

# Closely monitor hydrogen peroxide and catalyst injection into the treatment
area and adjust levels based on field analyses of soil gas and groundwater
samples.

# Consder hydraulically containing groundwater during the treatment
process to minimize the possibility of the chemical reaction pressures
expanding the contaminant plume. Note, however, that dissolved gasesin
groundwater often prevent this approach from being as effective as
predicted.

Other safety concerns include those associated with storing and using
concentrated hydrogen peroxide on site. Many applications of the technology
have involved the storage and use of thousands of gallons of fifty-percent
hydrogen peroxide. Skin burns and blindness can result from contact with this
chemical at this concentration. Safety precautions include the use of skin
protection and safety glasses during application of these chemicals. A shower and
eye wash facility may need to be constructed for the duration of the application.
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Hydrogen peroxide and catalyst solutions needed for Fenton's Reagent are
usually added to the treatment area by pressure injection into one or more
designated chemical oxidation injection wells, or gravity injection into one or more
monitoring or other wells.

In pressure injection, compressed air is used to sparge the ferrous iron catalyst
and relatively large volumes of peroxide solution (e.g., hundreds to thousands of
gallons) into the contaminated soil and groundwater over a short period of time
(e.g., days). The sparged air forces the chemical reactants down the injection well
point(s) and out into the impacted saturated soil. Thisis an aggressive approach
that poses inherent increased risks of VOC vapor production and migration as well
as plume re-configuration. Plume re-configuration may occur because the zone of
influence during injection is limited, and permeability decreases with application of
the technology, which may create preferential flowpaths with continued injection.
Operation of asoil vapor extraction system concurrently with oxidant injection isa
sensible precaution.

In gravity injection, small volumes of reagents are gravity-fed into injection
well(s) over alonger application period. The distribution and dissipation of the
reagents in the saturated zone is largely controlled by the site hydrogeologic
conditions. The gravity injection approach may reduce some of risks associated
with chemical oxidation technologies. Additionaly, given its prolonged
application period, the oxidants may be able to penetrate into more of the lower
permeability soils to address contaminants in these areas.

In both cases, multiple injection events, separated by extended periods of
groundwater monitoring, may be required in order to approach cleanup objectives.
Establishing which injection or application approach is likely to be most efficient or
cost effective for agiven site is challenging, given the recent emergence of this
technology and the limited volume of scientifically defensible information that is
currently available for the two basic application methods. Site-specific safety
concerns may be a key determining factor of the most appropriate injection
approach.

An additional benefit of hydrogen peroxide and Fenton's Reagent is the
temporary increase of oxygen levelsin and around the treatment area. The
increased oxygen levels at the fringes of the treatment area can enhance naturally
occurring aerobic biodegradation processes that reduce contaminant mass. While
there may be concerns about oxidizing hydrocarbon-degrading bacteriain the
chemical oxidation treatment area, many studies have shown that soil cannot be
readily sterilized by Fenton's Reagent and that microbial populations rapidly
rebound following chemical oxidation treatment. In addition to enhancing aerobic
biodegradation, reduce nitrogen and sulfur are oxidized to nitrate and sulfate,
which can be used by anaerobic microbes.
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Permanganate

Permanganate is emerging as a chemical oxidant that can be used to destroy
petroleum and other organic compounds in soil and groundwater, and has
successfully treated MTBE in recent laboratory and bench-scale studies. This
oxidant is weaker than hydrogen peroxide. Itsinability to oxidize benzene can lead
to the early elimination of permanganate as a candidate for oxidation technology at
petroleum cleanup sites.

However, permanganate has several advantages over other oxidants. It:

# Oxidizes organics over awider pH range.

# Reacts over aprolonged period in the subsurface allowing the oxidant to
more effectively permeate soil and contact adsorbed contaminants.

# Does not normally produce heat, steam and vapors or associated health and
safety concerns.

Permanganate may be applied to sites as either potassium permanganate
(KMnQ,) or sodium permanganate (NaMnO,). Where cost dominates over
engineering factors at a Site, potassium permanganate is the preferred chemical
form because it is more widely available, less costly, and is available in solid form,
which facilitates transport and handling. Where other factors are more important,
the liquid form of sodium permangante is preferable.

When choosing potassium permanganate for application at a site, be aware of
three properties that can cause concern to owner, operators or state regulators.

First, potassium permanganate is derived from mined potassium ores which, by
their nature, typically contain salt and metal impurities (e.g., arsenic, chromium,
lead). Depending on water quality criteriain the state in which the site occur and
the quality and concentration of potassium permanganate used to oxidize the site
contaminants, these impurities may generate concern. (Thisis also true of sodium
permanganate, which is mined and processed in similar fashion.)

Second, potassium permanganate is used to produce pharmaceuticals and
should be used and monitored carefully.

Third, potassium permanganate in flowable form contains silica, which can
accumulate in wells and plug the screen.

As with other chemical oxidation technologies, the success of the use of
permanganate relies heavily on its ability to come into contact with the site
contaminants. The delivery mechanism must be capable of dispersing the oxidant
throughout the treatment zone. To accomplish this, permanganate may be
delivered in solid or liquid form in a continuous or cyclic application schedule
using injection probes, soil fracturing, soil mixing, groundwater re-circulation or
treatment fences.
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Dissolved permanganate has been delivered to injection or re-circulation wells
at concentrations ranging from 100 to 40,000 milligrams per liter (mg/L).
Contaminated soils have been successfully oxidized through dlurry injection, deep
soil mixing or hydraulic fracturing using concentrated permanganate solutions
ranging from 5,000 to 40,000 mg/L or up to 50 percent by weight solid
permanganate.

In-situ permanganate reactions can yield low pH (e.g., pH 3) and high Eh
conditions (e.g., +800 mV), which can temporarily mobilize naturally-occurring
metals and metal contaminants that may also be present in the treatment area. The
release of these metals from the aquifer formation, however, may be offset by
sorption of the metals onto strongly sorbent MnO, solids that are precipitated as a
byproduct of permanganate oxidation. In addition, high sodium permanganate
concentrations can create sodium problems with clay permeability at the edges of
the injection zone due to swelling clays and potential aquifer clogging. Cr(OH), in
soils may be oxidized to hexavalent chromium, which may persist for some time.
This may generate concern if the aguifer is being used for drinking water.
Questions remain about the mass of MnQO, that is generated, and the effect, if any,
the mass may have on subsurface permeability and remediation performance.

Ozone

Ozone (O,) is astrong oxidant with an oxidation potential about 1.2 times
greater than hydrogen peroxide. It can be used to destroy petroleum
contamination in-situ. Ozone, agas, istypicaly generated on-site using a
membrane filtration system and typically delivered to the subsurface through
sparge wells. Delivery concentrations and rates vary, however, because of the high
reactivity of ozone and associated free radicals. Ozone needs to be generated in
close proximity to the treatment area, and sparge wells generally need to be spaced
closdly in the target remedial zone.

Ozone can aso be injected into the subsurface in adissolved phase. The gas
may be transferred to the dissolved phase on-site by sparging upgradient water
with ozone. Groundwater that is extracted upgradient from the area to be treated
may be amended with ozone, then re-injected or re-infiltrated into the subsurface,
where it transports the dissolved phase ozone and oxygen into the contaminated
area. (Check with appropriate state groundwater authorities to learn whether
groundwater re-injection is allowed in the state.) More commonly, gaseous ozone
isinjected or sparged directly into contaminated groundwater.

Typicaly, air containing up to five percent ozone is injected into strategically
placed sparge wells. Ozone then dissolves in the groundwater, reacts with
subsurface organics, and ultimately decomposes to oxygen. Ozone can oxidize site
contaminants directly or through formation of hydroxyl radicals (OHe), strong
nonspecific oxidants with an oxidation potential that is about 1.4 times that of
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ozone. Itiscapableof oxidizing BTEX constituents, PAHs, and MTBE (with
limited effectiveness).

Heat and VOC vapors may be generated as aresult of ozone sparging and the
oxidation reactions when ozone concentrations are high. As aresult, vapor
control equipment (e.g., a soil vapor extraction and treatment system) is often
needed to operate in conjunction with the ozone sparging system to capture and
prevent the vapors from migrating to, entering and impacting subsurface utilities or
nearby structures.

Ozone is aso effective in delivering oxygen to enhance subsurface
bioremediation of petroleum-impacted areas. Ozone is 10 times more soluble in
water than is pure oxygen. Consequently, groundwater becomes increasingly
saturated with dissolved oxygen as the unstable ozone molecule decomposes into
oxygen molecules. About one-half of dissolved ozone introduced into the
subsurface degrades to oxygen within approximately 20 minutes. The dissolved
oxygen can then be used by indigenous aerobic hydrocarbon-degrading bacteria.

The oxidizing properties of injected ozone can temporarily suppress subsurface
biologica activity in the immediate injection area. However, this suppression has
been found to be temporary, and sufficient bacteria survive in-situ ozonation to
resume biodegradation once ozone has been applied. Additionaly, aerobic
bacteria along the fringes of the treatment area may thrive under the oxygen rich
conditions produced during ozone treatment. Biodegradation enhancement isa
primary benefit of this oxidation technology.

Special Considerations for MTBE

As mentioned above, any of the three oxidation approaches may be applicable
for remediating MTBE, either in the presence or absence of other gasoline
hydrocarbons. Hydrogen peroxide and ozone addition have both been used on a
number of MTBE-impacted field sites, with successes reported at many of them.
The success of these techniques may be attributable to the combined effects of the
oxidation, increased dissolved oxygen levels in the groundwater, and generated
heat.

The available field data on these chemical oxidation projects for MTBE
treatment is somewhat sparse. Some literature reports do not contain enough
time-series sampling data on groundwater concentrations to ensure that the
beneficial reductions of MTBE are not short-lived and that groundwater
concentrations do not later rebound.

Very little published data exists on using permanganate on MTBE-impacted
field sites, but recent laboratory batch testing looks promising. The method’s
ability to oxidize MTBE, but not benzene, may have application where an active
remediation technology is desired for treating the MTBE, but the benzene isto be
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addressed by monitored natural attenuation. Further development and field
confirmation of potassium permanganate’ s effectiveness for MTBE is needed.

With any oxidation method, the potential for creating unwanted intermediary
products or other unwanted by-products always needs to be considered. In studies
of aboveground oxidation of MTBE-impacted groundwater, the primary
byproducts of concern were found to be acetone, tertiary butyl alcohol (TBA) and
tertiary butyl formate (TBF), and bromate (for ozone-based oxidation). The
possible in-situ formation of these by-products, as well as their potential fate and
possible impacts, should be considered as part of any plan to conduct subsurface
chemical oxidation of MTBE. Several laboratory studies that addressed the
oxidation of MTBE-impacted water have indicated that combining ultraviolet light
with hydrogen peroxide may oxidize MTBE more effectively, with fewer
byproducts. Although the UV light requirement may render this application
infeasible for in-situ chemical oxidation projects, the effectiveness of ex-situ
treatment technologies may be enhanced.

Another consideration for MTBE is whether chemical oxidation technologies
can be cost effective for a highly soluble compound like MTBE and that is often
found to exist in laterally extensive, mobile groundwater plumes. Chemical
oxidation can be quite effective on the high hydrocarbon concentrations typically
seen in groundwater and soils in source areas, but may not be applicable to the
expansive, lower-concentration, dissolved-phase plumes often associated with
MTBE-impacted sites.

Chemical Oxidation Technology Effectiveness Screening
Approach

The descriptions of the various chemical oxidation technologiesin the
overview should provide the basic understanding needed to move forward with
evaluation of a corrective action plan that proposes to use chemical oxidation. To
assist with evaluation of the chemical oxidation corrective action plan, a step-by-
step technology effectiveness screening approach is provided in aflow diagram in
Exhibit XI11-3. This exhibit summarizes the evaluation process and serves as a
roadmap for the decisions to be made during evaluation of a corrective action plan
that proposes chemical oxidation technologies. A checklist has been provided at
the end of this chapter for use as atool to both evaluate the completeness of the
chemical oxidation corrective action plan and to focus attention on areas where
additional information may be needed.

Note that the first step in this screening includes information that can only be
gleaned from a thorough assessment of the site, such as soil permeabilities and the
nature of the aquifer geology, including heterogeneity, the presence of preferred
pathways, and other characteristics. Before embarking on the selection of a
chemical oxidation technology, be sure that a complete, and preferably three-
dimensional, delineation of the subsurface and contaminant plume has been
conducted.

May 2004 XI-13



Exhibit XI11-3
Initial Screening for Potential Effectiveness
of Chemical Oxidation

REVIEW GENERAL SITE INFORMATION

* Free Product / LMAPLs
* Soll Permeability
* Land Uses Proximity of Litiities

plan include other
technologies (e.g., physical

MOBILE
FREE PRODLUCT
Are recoverable volumes of mobile
free residual product (LMAPLS) in
the proposed treatment

YES

technologies to enhance soil permeability
or to put the oxidant in direct

|s target contamination located YES

in unsiratified dense
clay or till?

YES

UTILITIES
Is target contamination

located in and around active
buried utitfies {e.g., UST NO
systems)?
YES
Chemical oxidation has the potential :
to be effective at the site. Proceed Chemical -
to detailed evaluation > oxidation is
unlikaly to ba
t effective andfor
l may be unsafe
to implement
at this site.
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The evaluation process can be divided into the four steps described below.

# Step 10 Aninitial screening of chemical oxidation effectiveness allows
quick determination of whether chemical oxidation should be considered as a
remedial approach for the site.

# Step 20 A detailed evaluation of chemical oxidation effectiveness provides
further screening criteria to confirm whether chemical oxidation is likely to be
effective. First, extract from the corrective action plan certain site-specific
data on the nature/extent of contamination, potential risk to human health/the
environment, subsurface geology and hydrogeology, and other relevant site
characteristics. Then, compare the site-specific data to the criteria provided in
the Exhibit to assess whether chemical oxidation is likely to be effective.

# Step 3: An evaluation of the chemical oxidation system design in the
corrective action plan alows determination of whether basic design
information has been defined, necessary design components have been
specified, the construction process flow designs are consistent with standard
practice, and adequate feasibility testing has been performed.

# Step 4: An evaluation of the operation and monitoring plans alows
determination of whether baseline, start-up and long-term system operation
and monitoring are of sufficient scope and frequency and whether remedia
progress monitoring and contingency plans are appropriate.

Step 1: Initial Screening of Chemical Oxidation Effectiveness

This section allows you to perform an initial screening of whether chemical
oxidation is likely to be an effective approach to remediate the petroleum-impacted
areas at agite. Before selecting chemical oxidation as the preferred remedia
approach, determine whether the corrective action plan has taken into account key
site-specific conditions. In addition, evaluate several "bright lines' defining the
limits of chemical oxidation overall viability as aremedia technology. These
bright lines will assist in evaluating the corrective action plan and in determining
the appropriateness of chemical oxidation as the site remedial solution. After
establishing the overall viability of an chemical oxidation approach, basic site and
petroleum contaminant information can be examined to further determine the
expected effectiveness of chemical oxidation as the remedial choice.

Overall Viability

The following site conditions are considered to be the “bright lines” defining
the genera limits of chemical oxidation viability at asite. If review of the
corrective action plan indicates that any of the following conditions exist, chemical
oxidation is not likely to be afeasible or appropriate remedial solution for the site.

# Freemabile product is present and the corrective action plan does not

include other meansfor itsrecovery. Chemical oxidation is not likely to
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cost-effectively address free product. Significant thickness and volumes of
free product may need to be recovered using conventional approaches
before oxidizing the residua hydrocarbons. For some chemical oxidation
technologies, free product poses a safety issue, increasing chances of an
explosion.

# Utilities (active gas mains, petroleum UST g/piping, sewers, etc.) liein
the immediate vicinity of the treatment area. Concerns associated with
the heat, VOC vapors, elevated oxygen levels and potential corrosion that
can occur from the induced chemical reactions during application of
oxidants may preclude the use of this technology until the utilities can be
removed or relocated. Potential risks associated with the use of chemical
oxidation in the presence of buried utilities include explosion, combustion,
and vapor intrusion into buildings.

# Thetarget contaminant zoneis comprised of or includes unstratified
dense clay. With the low permeabilities inherent to clay or clay-rich soils,
chemical oxidants cannot easily come into contact with the adsorbed
contaminants. Without adequate contact, the petroleum contaminants will
remain adsorbed to the low permeability soil, which often contains most of
the contaminant mass, rendering remediation unsuccessful. Soil fracturing,
use of dow reaction oxidants (e.g., permanganate) or multiple oxidant
applications may be used to help bring the oxidants into contact with the
contaminants, but technical and cost considerations may lead to
consideration of other remedial approaches or technologies.

Potential Effectiveness of Chemical Oxidation

Before performing a more detailed evaluation of chemical oxidation's potential
remedial effectiveness and future success at a Site, it is useful to review several key
indicators. One key factor that influences the effectiveness of chemical oxidation
at agiteis soil permeability.

Chemical oxidation of contaminantsin fine-grained soils, or in clays and silts
with low permeabilities, is likely to be less effective than chemical oxidation of
contaminants in coarse-grained soils (e.g., sand and gravels) because it is more
difficult to effectively contact chemical oxidants with organic contaminants in low-
permeability materials.

It is aso important to determine whether the chemical oxidant that may be
used to address site contaminants is able to readily oxidize the chemical
constituents of concern. For example, permanganate cannot readily oxidize
benzene or MTBE, which may be target contaminants. The detailed chemical
oxidation effectiveness evaluation section of this chapter considers the oxidizing
strength of various oxidants and the resistance of specific petroleum hydrocarbon
constituents to oxidation. The flowchart in Exhibit X111-4 outlines the factors that
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should be evaluated in the detailed screening for the use of chemical oxidation
technologies.

Step 2: Detailed Evaluation of Chemical Oxidation Effectiveness

If initial screening of the corrective action plan indicates that chemical
oxidation may be feasible and potentially effective for the site, then a more detailed
evaluation of the proposed chemica oxidation remedy should be performed to
confirm this assessment. To help with this more detailed evaluation, this section
covers anumber of important site-specific characteristics influencing the potentia
effectiveness of chemical oxidation that were not considered or fully explored in
your initial screening of the remedial approach. Additionally, this section provides
amore detailed discussion of key contaminant characteristics influencing the
potential effectiveness of chemical oxidation.

Key site and contaminant factors that should be explored in the detailed
evaluation of chemical oxidation are listed in Exhibit XI11-5. The remainder of this
section details each of the parameters described in Exhibit XI11-5. After reviewing
and comparing the information provided in this section with the corresponding
information in the corrective action plan, it should be possible able to evaluate
whether chemical oxidation islikely to be effective at the site.

Exhibit XII-5
Key Parameters Used to Evaluate Chemical Oxidation Applicability

Site Characteristics Constituent Characteristics

# Oxidant Demand Factors # Chemical Class and Susceptibility
to Chemical Oxidation
# Advective and Dispersive

Transport Factors # Solubility Characteristics
— Intrinsic Permeability — Solubility
— Soil Structure and Stratification - K, Factor

— Hydraulic Gradient

— Iron and Other Reduced
Inorganic Compounds
Dissolved in Groundwater

Site Characteristics That Affect Chemical Oxidation

This section addresses three factors at a Site that can affect the ability of
chemical oxidants to treat petroleum-contaminated groundwater at a site:

# Oxidant Demand Factors
# Advective and Dispersive Transport Factors
# Congtituent Characteristics Factors
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Each of these factorsis described in detail below.

Oxidant Demand Factors. Once introduced into the saturated zone, chemical
oxidants and catalysts may be distributed by advection and dispersion to address
the target treatment zone. ldeally, the oxidant concentrations are sustained from
the point of application until the oxidants contact the contaminants. However, the
concentrations of oxidant more typically decrease by dilution through mixing with
subsurface pore water and through consumption via chemical reactions that are not
related to the degradation of the target constituents of concern. The loss of
oxidant due to subsurface reactions unrelated to contamination oxidation, often
referred to as the natural oxidant demand (NOD), is a significant consideration in
determining the economic viability of chemica oxidation and in engineering the
appropriate oxidation application dose and approach.

NOD stems from reaction with organic and inorganic chemical species
naturally present in the subsurface. Oxidants that react with the natural organic
material (NOM) are lost and are, therefore, subsequently unable to react with the
target contaminants. In certain soil types (e.g., peat), the NOM and therefore the
NOD can be extremely high. Inorganic oxidant demand may exist if naturally-
occurring reduced mineral species (e.g., ferrousiron) are present in the
groundwater or saturated soils. These reduced compounds can aso react with the
oxidants to remove oxygen available for reaction with the target contaminants.
Exhibit X111-6 presents a sample of some common inorganic processes that
consume oxygen and oxidants in groundwater.

NOD amost always exceeds contaminant oxidant demand. If insufficient
doses of oxidants are not provided to satisfy both demands, the target
contaminants may not be degraded to the desired level. Bench testing should be
used to determine the NOD for the saturated zone.

Exhibit XIlI-6
Inorganic Oxidation Processes That Consume Dissolved Oxygen
in Groundwater
Process Reaction

Sulfide Oxidation 0, + 4HS =* 14 SO? + WH*

Iron Oxidation Y40, + Fe?* + H* = Fe* + 1.H,0

Nitrification 0, + LNH* = %NO* + H + 14H,0

Manganese Oxidation O, + 2Mn?* + 2H,0 = 2MnO, (s) +4H"

Iron Sulfide Oxidation 15/40, + FeS, (s) + 7/2H,0 => Fe(OH), (s)
+2S0,% +4H*
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Exhibit XI11-7 explores the theoretical oxygen demand of a number of
petroleum hydrocarbon constituents common to petroleum UST cleanup sites.
The exhibit outlines the stoichiometric reactions for the compl ete oxidation of the
typical target hydrocarbons. In theory, oxygen levels of at least 3 to 3.5 times the
amount of subsurface petroleum mass that needs to be removed to meet cleanup
goals must be delivered to the groundwater and distributed over the planned

remedial period.
Exhibit XIII-7
Organic Compound Oxidation Stoichiometry
Petroleum Oxidation Reaction Regﬁg?nnem
Hydrocarbon
(g O, per
g Contaminant)
MTBE C,H,,0 + 750, —* 5CO, +6H,0 2.7
Benzene CiHs + 7.50, = CO, +3H,0 3.1
Toluene C¢HsCH, + 9 0, = 7CO, + 4H,0 3.1
Ethylbenzene | C,H,CH; + 10.5 O, 8CO, + 5H,0 3.2
Xylenes C¢H,(CH;), + 10.5 O, * 8CO, + 5H,0 3.2
Cumene C¢HsC;H, + 120, —* 9 CO, + 6H,0 3.2
Naphthalene C,Hg + 120, —>10CO, + 4H,0 3.0
Fluorene C,sHy + 15.50, = 13CO, + 5H,0 3.0
Phenanthrene | C,,H;, +16.50, = 14CO, + 5H,0 3.0
Hexane CeHyy + 950, = 6CO, + 7H,0 35

A number of experiments and field tests have determined that site NOD is
highly variable and not easily predicted. For example, NOD associated with
permanganate application has been found to vary from two to over 100 mg MnO,
per mg of total organic carbon (TOC) in the treatment area soil, and equal to or
greater than the contaminant oxygen demand.

Oxidizing reactions associated with the NOD can produce solid precipitates
that can accumulate in soil pore spaces. Particles may be produced by shearing off
fragments of natural soil or by yielding reaction products (e.g., iron or

manganese oxides). Permanganate oxidation results in the production of MnO,
solids as areaction product. These precipitates can potentialy decrease soil
permeability and remediation system function and performance; however, their
effects in this regard have not been fully examined and are not well understood.

Advective and Dispersive Transport Factors. The site conditions affecting
advection and dispersion of dissolved oxygen are:
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# Intrinsic Permeability

# Soil Structure and Stratification

# Groundwater Velocity

# Iron and Other Reduced Inorganic Compounds Dissolved in Groundwater

Each of these conditions is described in detail below.

Intrinsic Permeability. Intrinsic permeability is a measure of the ability of soil to
transmit fluids. Intrinsic permeability often decreases near injection wells or
infiltration galleries. Thisisaso commonly aresult of the precipitation of
carbonate species, such as calcite. 1n general, oxygen is more easily distributed in
soils with higher soil permeabilities (e.g., sands and gravels) than in soils with
lower permeabilities (e.g., clays or silts). Intrinsic permeability can be calculated
from hydraulic conductivity measurements taken from on-site pump testing. Pump
test or slug test-derived permeability ranges are representative of average hydraulic
permeability conditions for heterogeneous conditions. Alternatively, intrinsic
permeability can be estimated from soil boring logs and laboratory tests. Intrinsic
permeability values obtained through empirical means are less accurate and result
in awider range of permeability estimates. In any case, derived permeabilities are
only approximations of actual subsurface conditions and should be regarded as
such in the evaluation of chemical oxidation as a remediation technology. Intrinsic
permeability can vary over 13 orders of magnitude (from

10"° to 10 cm?) for the wide range of earth materials. Exhibit X111-8 provides
genera guidelines on the range of intrinsic permeability values over which
chemica oxidation is likely to be effective.

Exhibit XI11-8
Intrinsic Permeability and Chemical Oxidation Effect

Hydraulic Intrinsic
Conductivity (K) Permeability (k) Chemical Oxidation Effectiveness
(in ft/sec) (in ft?)

K> 10° k> 102 Effective to generally effective

10°< K <107 102 <k<10® Possibly effective; needs further
evaluation

K<10" k<10*® Marginally effective to ineffective

It isimportant to note that the intrinsic permeability of a soil can decrease as
chemical oxidation progresses. The most likely cause of reduced intrinsic
permeability while implementing chemical oxidation is the precipitation of
inorganic complexes that form during oxidation of reduced, naturally occurring
minera species such asferrousiron. If the soil intrinsic permeability indicates
borderline potential effectiveness (i.e., 10-9 < k < 10-10), the geochemistry
should be further evaluated. It may be necessary to determine the concentration of
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reduced inorganic species, primarily iron, in the soil to assess whether subsurface
flow pathways could become constricted by precipitation of inorganic compounds,
such asferric oxides.

Soil Structure and Stratification. Soilsin atarget treatment area are not
uniformly permeable (i.e., heterogeneous), but rather have large-scale and
small-scale variations in permeability (i.e., heterogeneous). Heterogeneity controls
movement of fluidsin the subsurface. Soil heterogeneity plays a very important
rolein chemical oxidation technologies because oxidants and catalyst reagents
introduced to the subsurface are distributed preferentially along higher permeability
layersin the saturated soil. For example, in a heterogeneous soil comprised of
sand, silt and clay layers, oxidants may be effectively distributed through the sand
layer to successfully reduce petroleum hydrocarbons there, but will be ineffectively
delivered and distributed to the silt and clay layers. If the silt and clay layers are
thick relative to the sand horizon and contain significant petroleum hydrocarbon
mass, chemical oxidation technologies may be inefficient or ineffective. In
addition, the tendency for the development or enhancement of preferential flow
paths may be increased by the addition of Fenton’s reagant or the use of ozone

sparging.

Unless site soils are homogeneous, average soil intrinsic permeability may not
adequately determine the viability of chemical oxidation approaches because
discrete low permeability soil horizons may exist, and these horizons might contain
alarge fraction of the subsurface petroleum mass. In most cases, it is prudent to
evaluate petroleum mass distribution across al soil types to determine whether
chemical oxidation is likely to be effective and will achieve cleanup objectives. If
select soil horizons containing hydrocarbon mass are not expected to be effectively
treated using chemical oxidation, chemical oxidation may not be viable for the site.
For example, if 50 percent of the contaminant mass is contained and isolated in
low permeability soil horizons, and the site cleanup goalsis a 95 percent reduction
in petroleum contaminant concentrations, then it is reasonable to conclude that the
goal cannot be achieved using chemical oxidation. However, in such
circumstances, combining chemica oxidation with other technologies that enhance
the permeability of low permeability horizons in the contaminated zone (e.g., soil
fracturing) could be considered. Or, dternatively, following source removal
addition of peroxides could be employed to increase the rate of aerobic
biodegradation to achieve remediation objectives. For more information about
enhanced aerobic bioremediation, refer to Chapter X1 in this manual.

Groundwater Velocity. Chemica oxidation technologies may rely on
groundwater advection and dispersion to distribute oxidants and catalyst reagents
in the subsurface. Distribution of oxidants and reagents can be most readily
accomplished under hydrogeol ogic conditions conducive to higher groundwater
flow rates. True groundwater velocity is referred to as the seepage velocity (qJ)
and can be calculated from the equation at the top of the next page:

May 2004 XI-22



_ K(dh/d)

S

ne
where: dn/dl = aquifer hydraulic gradient (maximum difference in water
table elevation or potentiometric surface (L)/distance
between upgradient and downgradient measurement
points (L)
K = hydraulic conductivity (L/T)
n, = soil effective porosity (dimensionless)

As the hydraulic gradient increases, groundwater velocity increases
proportionately. This same relationship exists between groundwater velocity and
soil permeability. Groundwater velocity isinversely proportiona to soil porosity.
As porosity increases, groundwater velocity decreases. When a significant
hydraulic gradient exists, targeted delivery of oxidant to the contaminant zones
may require injection and extraction wells.

In addition, transport of dilute dissolved contaminants is a function of
advection, dispersion, and chemical and physical reactions. Advection refers to the
movement imparted by flowing groundwater, and the rate of transport is usually
taken to be equal to the average linear groundwater velocity. Hydrodynamic
dispersion occurs as aresult of molecular diffusion and mechanical mixing and
causes the dissolved contaminant plume to spread out with distance from the
source. Molecular diffusion is generaly only significant when groundwater
movement is very sow. Mechanical mixing occurs as groundwater flows through
the aquifer matrix twisting around individual grains and through interconnected
pore spaces at differing velocities. The movement of some dissolved contaminants
may aso be affected by chemical and physical reactions, such as sorption and
biodegradation, which act to reduce the transport velocity and decrease
concentrations in the plume.

Iron and Other Reduced I norganic Compounds Dissolved in Groundwater .
The effective intrinsic permeability of the saturated zone can be significantly
reduced if the chemical oxidation treatment zone contains naturally elevated levels
of reduced iron (e.g., ferrous iron, or Fe**) or other mineral species. For example,
when dissolved iron is exposed to chemica oxidants, it may be oxidized to ferric
iron (Fe*) oxide that can precipitate within the saturated zone and occlude soil
pore space. On alarge scale, this could reduce effective soil porosity, and oxidant
delivery efficiency and availability. In such cases, decreasesin soil porosity can be
expected to occur closest to the oxidant delivery locations (i.e., near oxidant
injection wells). Bench-scale tests may need to be performed to evaluate the
inorganic NOD of the aquifer material and determine the feasibility of the remedia
approach.

In addition to being considered in evaluating the potentia effectiveness of
chemical oxidation, hydraulic gradient can be an engineering design issue. If the
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gradient is not steep enough to provide adequate flow and oxidant transport
through the contaminated zone, then certain engineering provisions (e.g., spacing
application points more closely, creating artificial hydraulic gradients) can be
added to the design to enhance oxidant distribution.

Constituent Characteristics That Affect Chemical Oxidation. Itis
important to evaluate the potentia impacts of site contaminants on the
performance of the proposed chemical oxidation approach. In particular, itis
important to review how the chemical structure, chemical properties,
concentrations and toxicities of the petroleum contaminants can influence remedial
performance.

Petroleum products are complex mixtures of hundreds or even thousands of
hydrocarbon chemical congtituents, other chemical constituents and additives.
Each of these constituents has a different atomic structure that determines, in part,
how easily it may be chemicaly oxidized.

With the notable exception of benzene, most petroleum hydrocarbons have
been demonstrated to be oxidized by all three primary chemica oxidants. Benzene
is not readily oxidized by permanganate, and oxidation of MTBE has only been
demonstrated to be oxidizable by permanganate at bench scale.

The two factors related to chemical classes, and their susceptibilitiesto
chemical oxidation, are their solubility characteristics and their K . values. Eachis
discussed in more detail below.

Solubility Characteristics. Solubility is the maximum concentration of a
chemical that can be dissolved in water at a given temperature without forming a
separate chemical phase on the water (i.e., free product). Most petroleum
compounds have low solubility values, thus limiting the concentrations of
contamination that can be dissolved in groundwater. The solubility values for
petroleum hydrocarbons range over four orders of magnitude, as shown in Exhibit
XI1-9.

Compounds with higher solubility values are generally smaller, lower molecular
weight molecules (e.g., benzene). When spilled, these compounds exist in
groundwater at higher relative concentrations and move more quickly through the
aquifer than do compounds of higher molecular weights. Larger and higher
molecular weight hydrocarbon molecules are generally less soluble in water;
therefore, their dissolved concentrations in groundwater tend to be limited (e.g.,
naphthalene). Long-chain hydrocarbons are often saponified by chemical
oxidation, making them more soluble, particularly in the presence of any free
product.
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Exhibit XIlI-9
Solubility Values and Organic Carbon Partition Coefficients For
Select Petroleum Hydrocarbon Constituents
Molecular Solubility in Organic Carbon
Compound Weight (g/mol) Water (g/L) Coefficient
(Koc - ml/g)
MTBE 88 51 12
Benzene 78 1.79 58
Toluene 92 0.53 130
Ethylbenzene 106 0.21 220
Xylenes (total) 106 0.175 350
Cumene 120 50 454
Naphthalene 128 0.031 950
Acenaphthene 154 .0035 4,900

Solubility isaso an indicator of likely contaminant sorption onto soil. Thereis
an inverse relationship between a chemical compound's solubility and its organic
carbon partition coefficient (K,.). A compound with ahigh solubility has a
reduced tendency to adsorb to soil that isin contact with contaminated
groundwater and may be more readily contacted by chemical oxidants.
Conversely, contaminants with low solubility values will likely have an increased
tendency to adsorb to soil that isin contact with contaminated groundwater and
may be less readily chemically oxidized. Note that some compounds are less
predictable in this relationship, such as cumene. Cumene has a strong ability to
sorb to soils, despite its very high solubility. If cumeneis akey target
contaminant, chemical oxidation may not be the most appropriate technology for
removing it from groundwater. The relationship between solubility and K. is
described in more detail below.

K . Factor. When groundwater is contaminated by a petroleum UST release, the
proportion of hydrocarbon massin the soil is often far greater than that dissolved
in groundwater. Thisisduein part to the low solubility thresholds for petroleum
contaminants. However, another factor is the strong tendency for most petroleum
hydrocarbons to adsorb to naturally occurring organic carbon materia in the soils.
This tendency along with the sheer mass of soil relative to groundwater in a
contaminated area can lead to hydrocarbon mass distributions that are so unevenly
distributed that they can make the mass in the dissolved-phase appear insignificant.
Because of the high proportionate amount of contaminant mass in the adsorbed
phase, it isimportant to understand the ability of the chemical oxidant to come into
contact with the soil contamination.

May 2004 XI-25



K. IS a compound-specific property that helps define the equilibrium condition
between organic carbon and the contaminant concentrations in an agqueous
solution. Using site-specific soil organic carbon content data (i.e., fraction of
organic content or foc), K. can be used to determine the equilibrium contaminant
concentrations between groundwater and soil below the water table. The typical
organic carbon content in surface soils ranges from 1 to 3.5 percent. In aquifer
soils, organic carbon content is an order of magnitude lower —from 0.1 and 0.01
percent — because most organic residues are either incorporated into the soil matrix
or deposited on the surface.

Higher K. and Kd values indicate that more contaminant massis likely to be
retained in soil, and therefore potentially less readily contacted by chemical
oxidants. Conversaly, lower K. and Kd values indicate that lower contaminant
concentrations will exist in equilibrium in soil for given concentrationsin
groundwater. A comparison of the solubility and K, values for the sample group
of petroleum hydrocarbons reveals the inverse relationship between the two
parameters (i.e., compounds with higher solubility values have lower K,
constants).

In the absence of site-specific data that reveal the distribution of contaminant
mass, solubility and K, data can be used to obtain a general understanding of the
likelihood that chemical oxidation is applicable at the site. Petroleum contaminants
with high solubility limits and low K, values are more likely to come in contact
with chemical oxidants and to be destroyed by chemica oxidation technologies.
When contaminant solubility constants are low and K . values are high, chemical
oxidants may not have adequate contact with the contaminants to effectively
destroy contaminant mass, particularly in low permeability soils.

Step 3: Evaluation of Chemical Oxidation Design

This section provides guidance on reviewing and evaluating a chemical
oxidation remediation system’s design. This section focuses on identifying and
reviewing key elements of corrective action plans to help ensure they demonstrate
a coherent understanding of the basis for the chemical oxidation system design.
This section provides information on typica chemical oxidation technology
components to help verify that the corrective action plan has included the basic
equipment requirements for the remedial system.

It is assumed that it has already been verified, through the detailed technology
screening process described in Steps 1 and 2, that chemical oxidation appears
appropriate and is expected to be an effective cleanup approach, given site-specific
conditions. If chemical oxidation effectiveness evaluation has not been completed,
it is strongly recommended that this be done prior to evaluating the design.
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Two important factors that need to be considered in evaluating the design of
chemical oxidation treatment are (1) the design basis and (2) the site cleanup goals.
Each of these factors is discussed in more detail below.

Design Basis

A review of the corrective action plan should find consistency between site
characterization work and information that is presented as the basis for the
chemical oxidation design in the corrective action plan. It isimportant that during
the chemical oxidation effectiveness evaluation areviewer has a solid
understanding of the nature and extent of the site-specific petroleum constituents
of concern, including an understanding of the contaminant phases present and the
relevant site chemical, physical, and biologica properties. When preparing and
reviewing the corrective action plan design, it isimportant to understand the site
geology and hydrogeology, and the risks associated with the contamination. These
data, which should have been developed and interpreted as part of the site
characterization effort, serve as the foundation for the remedia system design.

While site characterization data provide the core raw materials for the design,
further refinement is often needed and useful. For example, while the site
characterization work may identify potential human or ecological receptors that
may be exposed to contamination, specific cleanup goals may not have been
established. In such cases, the specific remedial goals would need to be devel oped
and identified in the corrective action plan through one or more established
approaches. These approaches may include adopting state-published cleanup
standards, developing site-specific risk-based standards acceptable to the state, or
employing other state-specific and approved methods.

A corrective action plan may also include the results and interpretation of
follow-up studies completed after the origina site characterization. The need for
such studies is often identified after areview of the site characterization shows that
additional information is needed to complete the remedial system design. For
example, the site characterization may suggest that one or more of the constituents
of concern is believed to be marginally degradable, either chemically or
biologicaly, and the level of expected degradation is difficult to predict from the
existing data.

Examples of typical information expected to be developed during the site
characterization, or as aresult of follow-up studies that should be completed to
support the basis for the technology selection and design of the corrective action
plan, are summarized in Exhibit XI111-10.

Cleanup Goals

The evaluation of alternative remedial approaches and the subsequent design of
the selected approach are strongly influenced by the cleanup goals that the
remediation program must achieve. Often, preliminary goals identified during the
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Site characterization evolve as a better understanding of site conditions and
potential receptorsis attained. However, owing to their importance to remediation
planning and design, the cleanup goals should be fully evolved and solidified in the
corrective action plan.

These goals usually provide the end-point concentrations for petroleum
constituents in soil and groundwater that are acceptable to state or other
regulatory agencies. These cleanup thresholds could be goals that represent any of
the following:

# Health-based numeric values for petroleum chemical constituents published
by the respective regulatory agency.

# Cleanup goas developed and proposed by the contractor specifically for
the contaminated site.

# Goals derived from site-specific risk assessment involving contaminant fate
and transport modeling coupled with ecological and human-health risk
assessment.

Additional project goals that may be regulatory requirements include hydraulic
control of the contamination, a cleanup time frame, or other performance goals
established in the corrective action plan. Regardless of the cleanup goals and how
they are established, the state-sanctioned goals should be noted in the corrective
action plan and recognized as a fundamental basis for the technology selection and
design.

The cleanup goals presented in the corrective action plan answer important
guestions about the viability of the selected remedial approach and the adequacy of
the remedial design. The critical question is, Can the cleanup concentration goals
be economically met by the designed chemical oxidation approach? It isimportant
to understand how much oxidant will be consumed by NOD reaction, and how
much will be lost attempting to permeate low permeability soils, in order to weigh
the economics and technical feasibility of the approach. Multiple applications of
the chemical oxidants may be required in order to accomplish the site objectives.
Many logistical, political, risk-related, and cost issues are associated with
successive attempts to oxidize the site contamination, and should be considered
when such a proposal is put forth in a corrective action plan. Verification that the
target petroleum constituents of concern can be chemically oxidized by the oxidant
of choice should be completed.
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Exhibit XI1I-10
Chemical Oxidation Design Basis Factors

Design Basis Factor

Source(s) of Design Information

Cleanup Goals

# Target contaminant levels (soil and Receptor survey, pre-design exposure or
groundwater) risk assessment analyses (potentially
# Remediation timeframe including numerical modeling), or state
# Plume control requirements.
# Others
Geology
# Uniformity (homogeneity, heterogeneity) Site characterization, soil borings, well
# Stratigraphy (vertical profile of sand, silt, [ installations, sampling and analysis, and
clay, etc.) site observations.
# Geochemistry (reduced mineral content, Local geologic studies.
organic content, mineral demand for
ferrous iron, sulfite, nitrite, dissolved
oxygen, etc.)
# Bedrock (description, depth, strike, dip,
fracturing, etc.)
# Soil permeabilities

#
#
#

Hydrogeology

Depth to groundwater

Groundwater elevation and gradient
Aquifer/water bearing unit class
(confined, unconfined, perched, bedrock,
etc.)

Hydraulic parameters (conductivity,
transmissivity, storativity, eff