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STATE POLICY FOR
. WATER QUALITY CONTROL

I. TFOREWORD

To assurc a comprehensive statewide program of water
quality control, the California Legislature by its adoption
of the Porter-Ceclogne Water Quality Control Act in 1969 set
forth the following statewide policy:

The people of the state have a primary interest
in the conservation, control, and utilization of the
water resources, and the quality of all the waters
shall be protected for use and enjoyment.

Activities and factors which may affect the :
quality of the waters shall be regulated to attain
the highest water quality which is reasonable, con-
sidering all demands being made and to be made on
those waters and the total values involved, beneficial
and detrimental, economic and social, tangible and
intangible. ' .

The health, safety, and welfarc of the people
requires that there be a statewide program for the
control of the quality of all the waters of the state.
The state must be prepared to exercise its full power
and jurisdiction to protect the quality of waters from
degradation. .

The waters of the state are increasingly influenced
by interbasin water developrment projects and other state-
wide considerations. Factors of precipitation, topography,
population, recreation, agriculture, industry, and eco-
nomic development vary from region to region. The state-
wide program for water quality control can be most effec-
tively administered regionally, within a framework of
statewide coordination and policy. ) '

To carry out this policy, the Legislature established the
State Water Resources Control Board and nine California Regiozal
Water Quality Control Boards as the principal state agencies
with primary responsibilities for the coordination and control
of water quality. The Stzte Board is required pursuant to
legislative directives set forth in the California Water Cole
(Bivision 7, Chapter 3, Article 3, Sections 13140 Ibid) to
formulate and adopt state policy for water quality control
consisting of all or any of the following:

Accpted by the State Water Resources Control Board by
motion of July 6, 1972. i



1. (continued)

Water quality principles and guidelines for long- .-

range resource planning, 1ncluding groundwater and _ e
surface water management programs and cOﬁtrol and vso

of reclaxmed water.

Water qual;ty objectzves at kxey locations for

planning and operation of water resource deveclopment
projects and for water quality control activities.

"Other principles and guidelines deemed essentxu4

by the State Board for water quality control.

IX. GENERAL PRIKNCIPLES

The State Water Resources Control Board hereby finds ang
declares that protection of the quality of the waters of the
State for use and enjoyment by the people of the State recuire:s
implementation of.water resourceés management programs which wil
conforn to the following general principles:

1.

2.

Water rights and water quality control decisions
rnust assure protection of available fresh water
and marine water resources for maximum beneficial
use, .

Municipal, agricultural, and industrial wastewaters
must be considered as a potential integral part of
the total available fresh water resource. °

" 0 P . .
Coordinated management of water supplies and waste-
waters on a regional basis must be promoted to
achieve -efficient utilization of water.

» ] .
Efficient wastewater management is dependent up:
a balanced program of source control of environ-
mentally hazardous substancesl( treatment of waste-
waters, reuse of reclaimed water, and proper disgosal
of effluents and residuals.

Substances not amenable to removal by treatment
systems presently available or planned for the irmmedizte
future must be prevented from entering sewer systems

1/ Those substances which are harmful or potent;ally harmful
even in extremely small concentration to man, -animals, or
plants because of biological concentration, acute or chroric
Loxxczty, or other phenomenon.
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5.

7.

10.

11.
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in quantities which would be harmful to the aquatic
environment, adversely affect beneficial uses of

" water, or affect treatment plant operation.

chsons responsible for the management of waste
collection, treatment, and disposal systems nust
actively pursue the implementation of their objec-
tive of source control for environmentally hazardous
substances. Such substances must be disposed of
such that environmental damage does not result.

Wastewater treatment systems must provide sufficient
removal of environmentally hazardous substances which
cannot be controlled at the source to assure against
adverse effects on beneficial uses and aquatxc
communities.

Kastewater collection and treatment facilities must
be consolidated in all cases where feasible and
desirable to implement sound water quality manage-
ment programs based upon long-range economnic and
water quality benefits to an entire basin.

Institutional and financial programs for implementa-
tion of consolidated wdstewater management systems
must be tailored to serve each partzcular area in an
equitable manner.

Wastewater reclamation and reuse systens which assure
maximum benefit from available ‘fresh water resources
shall be encouraged. Reclamation systems must be an
appropriate integral part of the long-range solution
to the water resources needs of an area and incor-
porate provisions for salinity control and disposal
of nonreclaimable residues.

.Wastewater management systems must be designed and

operated to achieve maximum long-term benefit from
the funds expended. :

Water quality control must be based upon latest scxen-‘
tific findings. Criteria must be continually refmned :
as addltxonal knoaledge becomes available. *

Monxtorxng pPrograms must be provided to determine the
effects of discharges on all beneficial water uses
including effects on aquatic life and its d1versxty
and seasonal fluctuations.
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IIX. PROGRAM OF IMPLEMENTATION

Water quality control plans and waste discharge réquixe,
ments hereafter adopted by the State and Regional Boards under
pivision 7 of the California Water Code shall conform to this

policy. '

This policy and subsequent State plans will guide the
‘regulatory, planning, and financial assistance programs of
the State and Regional Boards. Specifically, they will (1)
supersede any regional water quality control plans for the-
same waters to the extent of any conflict, (2) provide a basie
for establishing or revising waste discharge requirements wh-
such action is indicated, and (3) provide general guidance f:.:r
the deveclopment of basin plans. '

Water quality control plans .adopted by the State Board
will include minimum requirements for effluent quality and may
specifically define the maximum constituent levels acceptable
for discharge to various waters of the State. The minimum ‘
effluent requirements will allow discretion in the application
of the latest available technology in the design and operation
of wastewater treatment systems. Any treatment system which
provides secondary treatment, as d2fined by the specific minimum
requirements for effluent quality, will be considered as pro-
viding the minimum acceptable level of treatment. Advanced
treatment systems will be required where necessary to meet water
guality objectives. .

Depavrtures from this policy and water quality control plans
adopted hy the State Board may be desirable for certain indi-
vidual cases. Exceptions to the specific provisions may be
permitted within the broad framework of well estoblished goals
and water quality objectives.



