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STATE POLICY FOR 
WATEr~ QUALITY CON';ROL 

I. FOREWORD 

To ~ssure a co~prchensjv~ st~tewide prograc of wate~ 
qu~lity centrol, tho California ~egislaturc by i~s adoption 
of the Porter-Cologne '';atcr Qua11ty Control Act 1.n 196.9 set 
forth the following statewide policy: 

The people of the state have a primary interest 
in the conservation, control, and utilization of the 
water resources, and the quality of all the waters 
shall be' protected for use and enjoyment. 

Activities and factors which may af£ect the 
quality of the waters shall be regulated to attain 
~he highest water quality which is reasonable, con-

" .. sidering all demands being made and to be ~ade on 
those waters and the total values involved, beneficial 
and detrimental, economic and social, tangible and 
intangible. ' 

" .. -". -. 
'l'he heal th, safety, and ",'elfare of the people 

requires that there be a statewide program fo~ the 
control of the quality of all the waters of the state. 
The state must be prepared to exercise its full power 
and jurisdiction to protect the quality of waters trOin 
degradation. 

The "laters of t·he state are increasingly influenced 
by interbasin water development projects and other state­
wide considerations. Factol.',!; of precipitation, topography, 
population, recreation-, agriculture, industry, and eco­
nomic development vary from region to region. The state­
wide program for wat.er quality control can be most cffec'­
tivcly administered regionally, within a fr~nework of 
statewide' coordination and policy. 

To carry out this policy, the Legislature establishC!d the 
State l-latC!r Resources Control Board and nine California. Rec;io:'lal 
Water Quality Control ~oard~.as the principal state agencies 
,,:1 th prim'lry responsibili ti es for the coordina tion and control 
of ""ater quality. The Stc:te Board is required pursuant to 
legislCltivc directives set forth in the California '-later Co:lc 
(Division 7, Chapter 3, Article 3, Sections 13140 Ibid) ~o 
formulate and adopt state policy for water quality control 
conSisting of all or any of the following! 

Adopted by the State ''iat:r.r Re!;ources Control Board by 
motion of July 6, 1972. 
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'I. (continued) 

Water quality principles and guidelines for lor.;­
ranqe resource planning, including groundwater and 
surface water management programs and control and ~s~ 
of reclaimed water. . 

. 
Water quality objectives at key locations for 

planning and operation of water resource development 
projects and, for water quality con~rol activities. 

Other principles and quidel~nes dee~ed essential 
by the State Boare for water quality control. 

II. G~~ERAL PRINCIPLES 

...... 

The State Water Resourcos Control Board hereby finds ~nd 
declares that protection of the quality of the waters of the 
State for use and enjoyment by the people of the State re~ui:e~ 
implementation of. water resources management programs which ~il 
conform to the following general principles: 

1. Water rights and water quality control decisions 
must assure protection of available fresh water 
and marine water resources for maximum benefiCial 
use. 

2. Municipal',· agricultural, and industrial wastewaters 
must be considered· as a potential integral part of 
the total available fresh water resource. . . .. . . 

3. Coordinated manage~ent of water supplies and waste­
waters on a regional basis must be promoted to 
achieve·efficient utilization of water • 

. 
4. Efficient wastewater management is dependent up.: 

a balanced program of source control of environ­
mentally hazardous substnncesl ? treatment of "laste­
waters, reuse of reclaimed water, and proper dis?osal 
of effluents and residuals. 

5. Substances not amenahle to rencyal by treatment 
systems presently ava.ilable or planned for the ir.::1edia!e 
future must be prevented from entering sewer systems 

~/ Those substances whiCh are harmful or·potentially harw!ul 
even in e:>:.tremely small concentration to man, .ani:r.als. or 
plants because of biological concentration, acute or ~~ro~;c 
toxiCity, or other phenomenon • 
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in quantities ~hich ~ould.be harmful to the aquatic 
-environment .. adv-cEsely affect beneficia~ uses of 
water or affect treatment plant operatlon. , 
Persons responsible for the management of ~aste 
collection. treatment, nnd disposal systems must 
actively pursue the implementation of their objec­
tive of source control for environmentally hazardous 
substances. Such substances must be disposed of 
such that environmental damage does not result. 

6. l-la.$tewater treatment systems must provide sufficient 
removal of environmentally hazard~us substances which 
cannot be controlled at the source to assure against 
adverse effects' on bene,ficial uses, and aquatic 
communities. 

7. ~astewater collection and treatment facilities must 
be consolidated in all cases where feasible and 
desirable to implement sound water quality manage­
mept programs based upon long-range economic and 
water quality benefits to an entire basin. 

, . 
B. Institutional and financial programs for implementa­

tion of consolidated w~stewater management systems 
must be tailored to serve each particular area in an 
equitable manner • 

. 
9. Wastewater reclamation and reuse systems which assure 

maximum benefit from available 'fresh water resources 
shall be encouraged. Reclamation systems' must be an 
appropriate integral part of the long-range solu~ion 
to the water resources ne.eds of an area and incor­
porate provisions for salinity control and disposal 
of nonreclaimable residues. 

10. .Wastewater man~gement systems must be designed and 
operated to achieve maximum long-~erm benefit from 
the funds expended. ' 

11. Water quality control must be based upon latest scien-' 
tific ~i~cUn9s. Cri teria must be continually refinec:i 
as add1t10nal knowledge becomes available.. ", ~ 

. 
12. Monitoring progranls must be provided to determine the 

effects of discharges on all beneficial water uses 
including effects on aquatic life and its diversity 
and seasonal fluctuations. 
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Ill. PROGRN-t OF IHPLEM.Et;"1'ATION 

"'at.er quali ty control plans and waste discharge ri,quire­
rnents hereafter adopted by the State and Reqional Soards under 
Division 7 of the California Water Code shall conforQ to ~~is 
policy. . 

Th~s policy and subsequent State plans will guide the 
'regulatory, planning, and financial assistance proqrams of 
the State and Regional Boards. Specifically, they will (1) 
supersede any regional water quality control plans for the' 
same Haters to the extent of any conflic.t, (2) provide a bas:'!'. 
for establishing or revisinq waste discharge· requirements \-Ih" :1 
such action is indicated, and (3) provide general guidance f::.'= 
t~e development of basin plans. 

. , 

Water quality control plans ,adopted by the State Board 
will include minimum requi remen'ts for effluent q'..lali ty and may 
specifically define the maximum canstituent levels acceptable 
for discharge to various watefs·of the State. The minimum 
effluent roquiremerats will al10\l discretion in the application 
of the latest available tochnology in the design and operation 
of wastewater treatment systems. Any treatment system which 
provides secondary treatment, as defined by the 'specific mini~u~ 
requirements for effluent qUality, will be considered as pr~­
vidin; the minimum accepta~le level of treatment. Advanced 
treatment systems will be required. where necessary to meet water 
quality objectives. 

Depi'lt't:ures from this policy and water quality control plans 
adopted hy the State Boa'rd may be desirable for certain inc1i­
vidual cases. Exception!' to the specific provisions may be 
permitted within the broad fra.1\ework of well estvblished goals 
and water quality objectives. 


