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For questions about the BEACON 2.0 application, please use the contact listed in BEACON User Support 

item under Support on Submitting Beach Data to EPA page.   

Additional information about the data available in BEACON 2.0 is available at Submitting Beach Data to 

EPA.  

The data available through BEACON have been provided to EPA by the coastal and Great Lakes states, 

tribes and territories that receive grants under the BEACH Act. For the most up-to-date information, 

contact the state or local beach program manager using the contact information 

at: https://www.epa.gov/beaches/state-territorial-tribal-and-epa-beach-program-contacts.   

 

  

https://www.epa.gov/beach-tech/submitting-beach-data-epa#support
https://www.epa.gov/beach-tech/submitting-beach-data-epa
https://www.epa.gov/beach-tech/submitting-beach-data-epa
https://www.epa.gov/beaches/state-territorial-tribal-and-epa-beach-program-contacts
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User Guide 

Version  
Date Description of Changes 

1.0 1/24/2012 Initial draft 

1.1 11/29/2012 National List of Beaches report - !ŘŘŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦ǎŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ 
describing how to use the new National List of Beaches report. 

1.1 11/29/2012 Detailed Revision History - Refer to Appendix B for a more detailed 
revision history. 

1.2 05/09/2013 Several bug fixes and minor changes were made to the BEACON 2.0 
reports. Refer to APPENDIX B ς Detailed Revision History for more details. 

1.3 07/26/2013 Some text and screenshots were updated to document minor updates to 
the National List of Beaches report and the BEACON 2.0 reports. Refer to 
APPENDIX B ς Detailed Revision History for more details. 

1.4 11/20/2014 Some text and screenshots were updated to document minor updates to 
the National List of Beaches report and the BEACON 2.0 reports. Refer to 
APPENDIX B ς Detailed Revision History for more details. 

1.5 5/20/2015 Some text and screenshots were updated to document the BEACON 2.0 
reports. Refer to APPENDIX B ς Detailed Revision History for more details. 

1.6 8/18/2015 Some text and screenshots were updated to document the BEACON 2.0 
reports. Refer to APPENDIX B ς Detailed Revision History for more details. 

1.7 2/2/2016 Some text and screenshots were updated to document changes made to 
BEACON 2.0 reports in Releases 1.13.9, 1.14 and 1.14.1. Refer to 
APPENDIX B ς Detailed Revision History for more details. 

1.8 5/19/2016 Some text and screenshots were updated to document the changes made 
to BEACON 2.0 reports in Releases 1.14.3. Refer to APPENDIX B ς Detailed 
Revision History for more details. 

1.9 11/16/2016 Some text and screenshots were updated to document changes made to 
BEACON 2.0 reports in Release 1.14.4. Refer to APPENDIX B ς Detailed 
Revision History for more details. 

2.0 3/17/2017 Some text and screenshots were updated to document changes made to 
BEACON 2.0 and National List of Beaches reports in Release 1.14.5. Refer 
to APPENDIX B ς Detailed Revision History for more details. 

2.1 12/13/2017 Some text and screenshots were updated to document changes made to 
BEACON 2.0 and National List of Beaches reports in Releases 1.14.6 and 
1.14.8. Refer to APPENDIX B ς Detailed Revision History for more details. 

2.2 12/18/2018 Some text and screenshots were updated to document map interface and 
BEACON 2.0 report changes in Releases 1.14.9, 1.15.1 and 1.15.2. Refer 
to APPENDIX B ς Detailed Revision History for more details. 

2.3 11/15/2019 Some text and screenshots were updated to document map interface and 
BEACON 2.0 report changes in Releases 1.15.3 and 1.15.4. Refer to 
APPENDIX B ς Detailed Revision History for more details. 

2.4 6/22/2020 Some text and screenshots were added/updated to document map 
interface changes, BEACON report changes, NLB report changes, addition 
of Dynamic National Report and trend charts in releases 1.15.5, 1.15.6, 
1.15.7. Refer to APPENDIX B ς Detailed Revision History for more details. 

2.5 8/24/2020 Some text and screenshots were updated to document the changes made 
to BEACON 2.0 reports in Release 1.15.8. Refer to APPENDIX B ς Detailed 
Revision History for more details. 
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User Guide 
Version  

Date Description of Changes 

2.6 11/30/2020 Some text and screenshots were updated to document the changes made 
to BEACON 2.0 reports and DNR in Release 1.15.9. Refer to APPENDIX B ς 
Detailed Revision History for more details. 

2.7 1/26/2021 Some text and screenshots were updated to document the changes made 
to BEACON 2.0 in Release 1.16.0. Refer to APPENDIX B ς Detailed Revision 
History for more details. 

2.8 6/16/2021 Updated screenshot to document the changes made to BEACON 2.0 in 
Release 1.16.1. Refer to APPENDIX B ς Detailed Revision History for more 
details. 

2.9 9/15/2021 Updated screenshot to document the changes made to BEACON 2.0 in 
Release 1.16.2. Refer to APPENDIX B ς Detailed Revision History for more 
details. 

3.0 11/29/2021 Updated screenshot to document the changes made to BEACON 2.0 in 
Release 1.16.3. Refer to APPENDIX B ς Detailed Revision History for more 
details. 

3.1 10/11/2022 Updated screenshots to document the changes made to BEACON 2.0 in 
Release 1.16.4. Refer to APPENDIX B ς Detailed Revision History for more 
details. 
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A. Lb¢wh5¦/¢Lhb 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) created the BEach Advisory and Closing Online 

Notification (BEACON) system to meet the Agency's requirement to provide to the public a database of 

pollution occurrences for coastal recreation waters. EPA's response to this requirement, BEACON, 

contains state-reported beach ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ Řŀǘŀ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ά{ǘŀǘŜǎέ 

(including Tribes and Territories) are not required to submit their beach season data to EPA until the 

beginning of the following calendar year and then we work with them to verify that the data is 

presented accurately on EPA's BEACON website. For links to state webpages, please see: 

https://www.epa.gov/beaches/state-territorial-tribal-and-epa-beach-program-contacts. This User's 

Guide describes how to use the online BEACON 2.0 system to obtain state-reported beach monitoring 

and notification data.  

 BEACON 2.0 Features 

The revised BEACON system includes several enhancements from the previous version and now 
provides several ways to access beach monitoring and notification data. Enhancements include:  

¶ Revised mapping interface: The new BEACON map includes many new features and has greater 
functionality. 

¶ New report creation wizard: This tool walks users through three steps to select beaches, set 
search filters and view BEACON reports. 

¶ New RSS feed generator: The BEACON RSS Generator provides you with the ability to generate 
an RSS feed for an area of interest. 

Each feature is accessible from the BEACON 2.0 interface.  

BEACON 2.0 reports have the functionality to accommodate a wide range of users. These user roles 
include:  

¶ Basic: You can access reports via the map interface. Only five BEACON reports are available from 
the map interface, however, and selecting the reports via the map will return data for the select 
beach only. 

¶ Intermediate: You can use the report creation wizard to select data by any combination of 
state/tribe/territory, county, and/or beach. The complete list of BEACON reports is available in 
the wizard. 

¶ Advanced: Once a report is opened, you can use the filtering tools available on the report page 
to modify previously selected filters and/or add new, more advanced filters, as well as change 
the look and feel of a report. 

 What are the sources of BEACON information? 

The data available through BEACON have been provided to EPA by the coastal and Great Lakes states, 
tribes and territories that receive grants under the BEACH Act. For the most up-to-date information, 

https://www.epa.gov/beaches/state-territorial-tribal-and-epa-beach-program-contacts
http://watersgeo.epa.gov/BEACON2/
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contact the state or local beach manager using the contact information provided at the State, Territorial, 
Tribal and EPA Beach Program Contacts. 

The state-reported data found in BEACON come from the following EPA databases:  

¶ 9t!Ωǎ wŜŀŎƘ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ 5ŀǘŀōŀǎŜ όw!5ύ. RAD contains geographic data that define each beach's 

location and the location of water quality monitoring stations. BEACON pulls this data to display 

the beaches and stations on a map. For more information on RAD, see EPA's Reach Address 

Database page. 

¶ 9t!Ωǎ ²ŀǘŜǊ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ 9ȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ό²v·ύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦{D{ ²ŀǘŜǊ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ tƻǊǘŀƭ ό²vtύ. WQX is the 

framework by which organizations submit data to the WQP. BEACON pulls water quality 

monitoring data from WQX/WQP. For more information on WQX/WQP, see Water Quality Data 

(WQX) page. 

¶ PRogram tracking, beach Advisories, Water quality standards, and Nutrients (PRAWN). 

PRAWN stores beach administrative, advisory and closing data. For more information on 

PRAWN, see Submitting Beach Data to EPA page. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.epa.gov/beaches/state-territorial-tribal-and-epa-beach-program-contacts
https://www.epa.gov/beaches/state-territorial-tribal-and-epa-beach-program-contacts
https://www.epa.gov/waterdata/reach-address-database-rad
https://www.epa.gov/waterdata/reach-address-database-rad
https://www.epa.gov/waterdata/water-quality-data-wqx
https://www.epa.gov/waterdata/water-quality-data-wqx
https://www.epa.gov/beach-tech/submitting-beach-data-epa
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B. Ih² ¢h ¦{9 ¢I9 άCLb5 ! .9!/Iέ .9!/hb нΦл a!t ¢hh[ 

¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ .9!/hb нΦл άCƛƴŘ ŀ .ŜŀŎƘέ ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŀŎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 

version. New features include dynamic maps (as opposed to static), enhanced search tools to find the 

beach of interest, and several options for basemaps. The mapping tool can be accessed by clicking the 

άFind a Beachέ tab on the BEACON 2.0 interface. 

 About the Map Tool Interface 

This section describes the layout and components of the map interface όƛΦŜΦΣ ǘƘŜ άCƛƴŘ ŀ .ŜŀŎƘέ ǘŀōύ. 

B.1.1 Default View 

As shown in Exhibit 1 below, the default view (or, extent) shows the άƭƻǿŜǊ пуέ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 

States, with States in the Beach Program colored green. The view also contains several boxes and map 

elements, which are described in the following sections.  

Exhibit 1. BEACON 2.0 Map Tool Default View. 

 

B.1.2 άDƻ ¢ƻέ Search Fields 

For more information on these fields, see Section B.3.5 ς ¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άGo Toέ Search Fields.  
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B.1.3 View Navigation Buttons 

The right side of the top toolbar contains 3 buttons (see Exhibit 2) for basic view navigation.  

Exhibit 2. View Navigation Buttons. 

 

¶ Back:  Navigates to a previous selection.  

¶ U.S. View:  Returns to the default view. 

¶ Forward:  If the Back button has been used, the Forward button will go back to the previous 

selection. 

B.1.4 Coordinates Box 

The coordinates box at the top-left side of the screen contains the geographic coordinates (longitude 

and latitude) of the current map location based on the position of the mouse pointer. 

Exhibit 3. Coordinates Box. 

 

B.1.5 Basemap Selector Box 

The basemap selector box (see Exhibit 4) allows you to change the map style. This feature is similar to 

options available in many popular online mapping services. BEACON 2.0 offers three map styles (Streets, 

Imagery, and Topography), which can be changed at any time. Each style is described below.  

Exhibit 4. Basemap Selector Bar. 

 
 

B.1.5.1 STREETS BASEMAP 

The Streets basemap is a graphical map that shows a variety of location features (e.g., state borders, 

street lines, natural features). The level of detail and types of features that are viewable will change 

depending on the zoom level. This basemap is provided via the Microsoft Bing Map service. 
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B.1.5.2 IMAGERY BASEMAP 

The Imagery basemap consists of a patchwork of aerial photographs, with location feature information 

superimposed on the images. As with the other basemaps, zooming in will reveal a greater level of 

detail. The aerial images are provided via the Microsoft Bing Map service. 

B.1.5.3 TOPOGRAPHY BASEMAP 

The Topography basemap also is a graphical map, but, as the name implies, this map includes more 

topographical information than the other maps. This basemap includes administrative boundaries, 

cities, water features, physiographic features, parks, landmarks, highways, roads, railways, airports, and 

buildings overlaid on land cover and shaded relief imagery for added context. This basemap is hosted by 

ArcGIS Online. 

B.1.5.4 AUTOMATIC BASEMAP SELECTION ENABLED BOX 

When this option is selected, the basemap will change depending on the map scale. For example, the 

default Streets basemap will be switched with the Imagery basemap at a map scale of 1:1,155,583.42, 

which is approximately the spatial extent of a county boundary. Deselecting this option will maintain the 

currently selected basemap at any scale. 

B.1.6 Pan and Zoom Tools 

The pan and zoom tools are located on the left side of the map, just below the coordinates box. You also 

can pan and zoom using a mouse (as described below). 

To pan (i.e., to move across the map):  

¶ Click a directional arrow on the pan cross. The map will shift in the selected direction.  

¶ Alternatively, use a mouse to pan by left clicking anywhere on the map (holding the left mouse 

button down) and dragging in the desired direction. Release the left mouse button to stop 

panning.  

Zoom methods: 

¶ Double-click the left mouse button to zoom in; hold the control key (Ctrl) and double-click the 

left mouse button to zoom out. 

¶ Use the mouse wheel button. Rolling the wheel forward will zoom in; rolling the wheel 

backwards will zoom out. 

¶ Use the slider bar just under the pan tool. Zoom in a single zoom level by clicking the plus sign at 

the top of the vertical slider; zoom out a single level by clicking the minus sign at the bottom of 

the slider. Or, left click and drag the arrow to the desired zoom level. When grabbing the slider, 

the scale name will appear to the right of the slider if using a mouse,  
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¶ You also can use the Shift key and drag the mouse to define a zoom extent. The zoom extent 

displays as a red rectangle. This area will be enlarged and centered in the new view. 

 

B.1.7 Legend 

The legend pane is located at the bottom left of the screen. This box is open at the default map view, 

and will collapse upon zooming in. Refer to Section B.2 for more information about the legend. 

B.1.8 Alaska, Hawaii, US Territories and Tribes box 

This box, located at the bottom-right corner, contains links for zooming to the other states, tribes and 

territories in the Beach Program. This box is open at the default map view, and will collapse upon 

zooming in.  

B.1.9 Scale Bar 

The scale bar is located at the bottom center of the View Frame. The scale bar relates inches on the map 

to both miles and kilometers on the ground. So, when opening the application, the entire United States 

is shown and the scale bar shows that roughly 2 inches on the screen equals 1000 miles on the map. The 

scale bar is approximate and depends upon many factors including the resolution of the screen but it is 

helpful in determining distances on the ground. 

 Symbology for BEACON 2.0 Elements 

This section describes the map symbology for BEACON 2.0 map elements. Exhibit 5 below shows the 
map legend. Note:  Map elements may take time to load and, therefore, may not be immediately 
viewable. 

Exhibit 5. Map Legend. 
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B.2.1 Jurisdictions with beach data: States, Counties, and Tribes 

As noted in Section B.1.1 above, States with available beach data are colored green. Similarly, counties 

with available beach data are also colored green. Tribes with available beach data are colored blue. 

B.2.2 Beaches (by last reported Status) 

Beaches with available beach data appear as colored line segments on the map. The segment color 

depends on the most recent beach status reported to EPA. The beach status and associated colors are: 

¶ Green ς No advisory or closure; Beaches that are open, 

¶ Yellow ς Advisory; Beaches that are under advisory, 

¶ Red ς Closure; Beaches that have been placed under a temporary closure action, 

¶ Grey ς Dormant or Non-Reporting; Beaches that have not been reported on, or are not 

expected by the state to be reported on for upto two years are classified as dormant or non-

reporting, and 

¶ Khaki ς Historical; Historical beaches. 

Clicking a beach will highlight the beach segment and reveal the beachΩs information and links to reports 

for the selected beach, as shown in Exhibit 6 below.  

Exhibit 6. Beach Segment Appearance in BEACON 2.0. 
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B.2.3 Water Quality Monitoring Stations (WQX Stations) 

Monitoring stations appear as small red squares on the map. You must be zoomed in below the County 

level before stations will appear on the map. Clicking on a monitoring station will display a details pop-

up displaying Station ID, Station Name, Organization ID, and Organization Name. The details pop-up also 

contains a link to view more details on this monitoring station. The Station ID shown in the details pop-

up is a concatenation of Organization ID - Station ID, which is the format used by the USGS Water 

Quality Portal (WQP) for monitoring location identifiers. For more information on the dataset of WQX 

stations please visit the WQP.  

 Finding a Beach 

This section describes different methods for locating beach information using the BEACON 2.0 map.  

Notes:   

¶ Map elements may take time to load and, therefore, may not be immediately viewable. 

¶ If beach is not located but is listed in BEACON reports, the beach has not been indexed and, 

therefore, is not yet available on the map. 

 

B.3.1 Simple Zoom 

If the location (or general location) of the desired beach is known, simply use the zoom tool or mouse to 
zoom to the beach area. At the county level scale (approximately), beach segments will appear. Clicking  
ŀ ōŜŀŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘΩǎ information and links to reports for the selected 
beach.  

 

https://www.waterqualitydata.us/
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B.3.2 Using the Map to άZoom toέ Features  

Follow the below steps for a point-and-click approach to zooming to features: 

1. Click any state, territory, or tribe with beaches in the Beach Program (i.e., those colored green, 
or in the box). Then, in the pop-up, ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άǎǘŀǘŜέ ōŜach website, or click 
άZoom to Stateέ όƻǊ ά½ƻƻƳ ǘƻ ¢ǊƛōŜέύ to stay on the EPA website and zoom to the counties in 
that άstateέ that contain active or historical beaches.  

2. Click any county that is colored green. Then, in the pop-ǳǇΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ άZoom to [County NŀƳŜϐέ to 
zoom to the active beaches and monitoring stations in that county. Clicking a beach segment or 
station will reveal the beachΩǎ information and links to reports for the selected beach or station 
(see Section B.4.τBeach Details Pop-ups). 

3. Optionally, after clicking on a beach line location, ŎƭƛŎƪ άZoom to .ŜŀŎƘέ in the pop-up to zoom 
to the beach.  

B.3.3 ¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŀǇ ǘƻ άCƛƴŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƻǊ ǇƭŀŎŜέ CŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ  

Use the address or place search box below the coordinates box at the top-left side of the screen to enter 

a state name, zip code, or street address in the text field to zoom to the respective location. After 

entering the information, hit Enter or click the  button to zoom. If using a street address, also include 

a zip code. Do not use Rural Routes or P.O. Box numbers. 

B.3.4 ¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŀǇ ǘƻ άCƛƴŘ .ŜŀŎƘ ōȅ L5 ƻǊ bŀƳŜέ CŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ  

Use the Beach ID or Name search box below the address or place search box to search by Beach ID or 

Name. Beach IDs are unique identifiers assigned by EPA. Beach IDs will be familiar to more advanced 

users, and are found in BEACON 2.0 reports and other Program materials. This option will zoom to the 

extent of the selected beach. After entering the Beach ID, hit enter or click the  button. A list of 

beaches matching the search text will be displayed. Select the beach to zoom.  

If searching using a Beach Name, enter the name in the text field. After entering the Beach Name, hit 

enter or click the  button. A list of beaches matching the search text will be displayed. Select the 

beach to zoom. Note: Only beaches with available beach data will be listed.  

B.3.5 ¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άGo Toέ Search Fields 

Below the Beach ID or Name search box is the Go To tool. Selecting any of the options from the drop-

down menu will display a corresponding text field.  
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Exhibit 7. "Go Toέ Search Fields. 

  

There are several ways to use this tool: 

B.3.5.1  ά{TATE/TERRITORY/TRIBEέ OR ά/OUNTYέ OPTIONS  

If the State/Territory/Tribe option is selected from the Go To drop-down menu (see Exhibit 8), a new 

drop-down menu will appear. This menu contains a list of states, territories and tribes that have 

available beach data. Select an item from the list, and then click the Go button to zoom to the selected 

location.  

Exhibit 8. ά{ǘŀǘŜ/Territory/Tribe" Go To Option. 

  

Similarly, selecting the County option will reveal a new a state drop-down menu and a county drop-

down menu. To use this search method, first select a state or territory, and then select a county. Click 

the Go button to zoom to the selected county.  

B.3.5.2 άBEACHέ OPTION 

From the Go To drop-down, you also can choose to search by Beach. Selecting the Beach option will 

reveal a new a state drop-down menu and a beach drop-down menu. To use this search method, first 

select a state, territory or tribe, and then select a beach. Click the Go button to zoom to the selected 

beach.  



BEach Advisory and Closing Online Notification (BEACON) 2.0 
 

¦ǎŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜΣ v3.1 
Date: 10/11/2022 

 

19 

 

Exhibit 9. "Beach" Go To Option. 

  
 

 Beach Details Pop-ups 

This section describes the pop-up menus that appear when clicking on a beach. 

B.4.1 Beach Details Pop-up 

When clicking on a beach segment, a beach details pop-up box will appear (see Exhibit 10). This box 

contains: 

¶ Beach ID:  A unique identifier for the beach. 

¶ County:  Identifies the county that the beach resides in. 

¶ Status: Current status of the beach. 

¶ Date: Date when advisory and monitoring data were last reported to EPA. 

¶ Advisories and Monitoring Data:  This link provides advisories and water quality data submitted 

in the prior two weeks; in most cases, this will only return data during the beach season if the 

άǎǘŀǘŜέ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ 9t! ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅΦ  

¶ Beach Advisory and Closing Information:  Click this link to see dates of advisories and closures 

for the selected beach. See Appendix A for an example report. 

¶ Water Quality:  Click this link to view the water quality report for the selected beach. See 

Appendix A for an example report. 

¶ Beach Profile:  Click this link to find administrative information, e.g., how frequently this beach 

is monitored and information about the swim season. See Appendix A for an example report. 

¶ Contact Information:  Click this link to get contact information for the selected beach (this is a 

section in the Beach Profile).  
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¶ Additional Reports:  Click this link to access more BEACON 2.0 reports in a new webpage. See     

Appendix A for additional example reports. 

Exhibit 10. Beach Details Pop-up. 

  
 

 How to Find beaches by Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC)   

BEACON 2.0 does not currently support searches by HUC. To look up beach names grouped by HUC, go 

to WATERS GeoViewer (https://www.epa.gov/waterdata/waters-geoviewer) application, make note of 

the Beach Identifier (and/or names) for the  beach(es) in the HUC(s) of interest, as described in the next 

to last step below, then return to BEACON 2.0 to view beach data for those beaches: 

1. Click on the WATERS GeoViewer map to launch the application. You will see a Welcome Screen, 
click OK. 

2. Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ ƭŜŦǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άCƛƴŘ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜǿŀǘŜǊ ƻǊ ǇƭŀŎŜέ ōƻȄΣ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻǊ 
area of interest. Or drag the ƳŀǇΣ ƻǊ ȊƻƻƳ ƛƴ ƻǊ ƻǳǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άҌέ and ά-έƛŎƻƴǎ. 

3. hƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƛǎǘȅ ŦƻǊ άCŜŀǘǳǊŜ [ŀȅŜǊǎέ. In the list, ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƛǎǘȅ ά9t! 
[ƛƴƪŜŘ 5ŀǘŀέΦ  ¦ƴŘŜǊ 9t! ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ŘŀǘŀΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄ ά.ŜŀŎƘŜǎΦέ 

4. To add a HUC boundary layer from the Layers Menu to the map   

a. In the Layers menu, click the check box and twisty next to Surface Water Features. 

b. At the bottom of the list click in the box by Hydrologic Units 

c. Click on the map in the HUC boundary to see a popup containing the HUC code; copy 
the code  

5. Click on the three dots to the right of BeachesΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ άVƛŜǿ ƛƴ !ǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ¢ŀōƭŜέΦ The 
attribute table will open below the map.  

https://www.epa.gov/waterdata/waters-geoviewer
https://www.epa.gov/waterdata/waters-geoviewer
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6. In the Attribute Table at the upper left, click on Options then chose άCilterέ to select beaches by 
HUC, 

7. Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭǘŜǊ ōƻȄΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άAŘŘ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴέΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ έhōƧŜŎǘL5 όbǳƳōŜǊύέ ŘǊƻǇŘƻǿƴ ōƻȄΣ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ 
WBD HUC12 (String), iƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ƭŜŀǾŜ άƛǎέ selected and in the right-most box, add 
the HUC 12 value you copied in step 4.c (also found in but not copy-able from the Attribute 
Table Reach Code column)  (e.g. 020600040203).  Click OK. 

8. The attribute table will be filtered to show the beaches located in the HUC 12 you selected. Pull 
up on the top frame of the Attribute Table to expand the window showing the list -  (e.g. 
MD751497, MD854428, MD254131) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BEach Advisory and Closing Online Notification (BEACON) 2.0 
 

¦ǎŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜΣ v3.1 
Date: 10/11/2022 

 

22 

 

C. Ih² ¢h ¦{9 ¢I9 .9!/hb нΦл w9thw¢{ ²L½!w5 

Beach advisory and closing reports can be generated using the Reporting tool in BEACON 2.0. This tool 

can be accessed by ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άReportsέ tab. 

The Reports tool is a ΨwizardΩ that allows you to create BEACON 2.0 reports in three steps. Step 1 allows 

you to select the beaches for a report pre-grouped by EPA Region or Great Waterbody, or to select by a 

combination of state/tribe/territory, county, and/or beach. Step 2 allows you to add filtering by date 

and alter other miscellaneous filters. Step 3 displays a list of available reports for use with the filters 

selected from the first two steps. 

Note:  If too many filters are applied, the application will return an error message indicating that fewer 

selections should be made. 

 Step 1 ς Location Filters 

Step 1 allows for selection of one of three location filter types. Each type is described in the sections 

below.  

Note:  

¶ At least one location must be selected in order to generate reports ς however, only one location 

filter group should be used. If multiple location filter groups are applied (e.g., Select by EPA 

Region and Select by state), only the first one listed on the Step 1 wizard page is applied. 

¶ Only EPA Regions, states/ tribes/territories, and counties with beaches in the Beach Program are 

listed as options in the location filters.  

¶ Historical and Private beaches are not included in the report location filters; they are filtered out 

in the reports but are included in the map functionality.  See Step 2 ς Additional Filtering for 

instructions on including historical and private beaches in the search criteria for the reports. 

C.1.1 Select by National or EPA Region 

Using this option will filter for beaches in the selected EPA Region(s). Multiple regions can be selected by 

holding the control (CTRL) key. To select all beaches in the Beach ProgramΣ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ άbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ς All 

states/tribes/tŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ list (see Exhibit 11. BEACON 2.0 Reports Wizard ς Step 1: 

Location Filter by EPA Region. ). Note:  Hold down the control key to deselect an entry. 
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Exhibit 11. BEACON 2.0 Reports Wizard ς Step 1: Location Filter by EPA Region.    

 

 

C.1.2 Select by Great Waterbody 

You also can filter for beaches by Great Waterbody, as seen in the image below (see  

Exhibit 12). This filter will return beaches from multiple states, tribes, territories, and/or counties that 

are on the selected Great Waterbody. Multiple Great Waterbodies can be selected by holding the 

control (Ctrl) key. Note:  Hold down the control key to deselect an entry. 

Exhibit 12. BEACON 2.0 Reports Wizard ς Step 1: Location Filter by Great Waterbody.  

 

 

 
































































































































































