Urban Waters Federal Partnership
Los Angeles River Watershed
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Metropolitan

Los Angeles:

A River Runs
Through It

Long Beach Harhor




Los Angeles has a Natural River

| “El Pueblo de Nuestra Senora la Reina de los
Ageles sobre el Rio de Porciuncula”




1900s

The Toll...

« 356 peoplekilled

« 4500 homes
destroyed

« Railroad
infrastructure
wrecked
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Los Angeles River Cities
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LA River=
51 miles
102 miles of riverfront
5 milion people
6 US Congressional districts
8 State Senate districts
? Assembly districts
| ‘ 5 County Supervisor districts
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A New Vision

1980 - Restoration advocacy organizes

2004 - USACE begins LA River Ecosystem
Restoration Feasibility Study (ARBOR)

2006 - City of LA: Revitalization Master
2008 - Kayaker travels all 51 miles

2009 - EPA reaffirms Navigable Waterway
2011 -

DOI America’s Great Outdoors comes to LA
LA River Designated for Urban Waters Federal Partnership

2014 - $1B (total) ARBOR Plan settled with USACE
by City of LA, Partners and others




- CONNECTING - CLEAN &

to Urban Accessible
Waterways Waterways

Active
Partnership,
that engages
community
first

Sustainable
Methods

includes water
conservation

Leverage
existing
Assets

Break down
agency silos

- CATALYZE - COMMUNITY

Economic Benefit (especially
Revitalization under-served or

distressed)







870 sqg. miles in Watershed and
close to 10 million in population

LA River’s
Challenge
#1: Strengths:
Scope & Resources;
Population Influence

Alternatives 13, 16 & 20 include: Alternatives 13, 16 & 20 include:
LA River at Taylor Yard LA River at Taylor Yard




No community created alike
along both sides of River

LARiver's | girangths:
Cha”enge Diversity= Modern
#2: City;
Commun |ty Creativity;
Equity Where LA’s History

is at!
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LA River’s
Challenge
#3:
Cannibalism
among
Stakeholders

35+ UW Partners in LA

Strengths:

Depth of Expertise
and Influence;

Funding Received;

They are Family
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Contact

Pauline Louie John Kemmerer
Watershed Ambassador EPA - UWFP Los Angeles River lead
Urban Waters LA RIiver Partnership Kemmerer.john@epa.gov
pauline @watershedhealth.org 213-244-1834

213-229-9947

Images Courtesy of :
City of LA River Works Office;
UCLA and USC archives;
Highland Park Heritage Archives;
Mia Lehrer Associates and
USACE
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