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HonorableStephenL. Johnson
Administrator
UnitedStatesEnvironmentalProtectionAgency(EPA)
1200PennsylvaniaAvenue,N.. W.. (1lOlA)
Washington,D.. C.. 20460

Re: PFOA Stewardship Program

DearAdministratorJohnson:

3M Company(3M) andits subsidiary,D~eon,LLC (Dyneon),havereceivedyourJanuary25,
2006letterinviting ourparticipationin EPA’s “2010/15PFOAStewardshipProgram..”3M and
Dyneonarepleasedto conunit to thegoalsof theProgram.. In manyrespects,thisProgram
reflectstheenvironmental,healthandsafety(EHS)measuresthat3M andDyneonhavebeen
engagedin on PFOAfor anumberof years..

Underthe2010115PFOAStewardshipProgratn,EPAhasestablishedtwo commitmentgoals:
(1) to achieve,no laterthan2010,a95%reduction,asmeasuredagainstayear2000baseline,in
facility emissionsandproductcontentof PFOAandrelatedprecursorandhigherhomologue
compoundsand(2) to work towardstheeliminationofall suchcompoundsfrom emissionsand
produdtswithin five yearsthereafter,or by no later than2015.. As describedbelow,3M and
Dyneonalreadyhavemadesubstantialprogresstowards-- andarecommittedto thesetwo
goals.

1. Goalof95 PercentReductionby 2010

As you know,3M announcedin Mayof2000 its intentionto phaseout ofthemanufactureof

perfluorooctanylchemistry,which includedPFOA.Theproductionof PFOAhasnowceased

As a directresultofthis 3M productionphaseout andotherimprovementsin manufacturing
operations,3M andDynconalreadyhaveachievedagreaterthan95 percentreductionin PFOA
emissionsin theU.S.. andan 88 percentreductionworldwide asmeasuredagainstayear2000
baseline. By 2010,3M andDyneonwill meetor exceedtheProgram’s95 percentfacility
emissionsreductiontargetfor PFOA,on aglobalbasis.

Dyneoncontinuesto usePFOAat its facility in Gendorf Germanyasanecessaryfluoropolymer
manufacturingaid.. Dyneonhasdevelopedandis usingaPFOA“capturefor recycle”
technology. This technology,whichallows for PFOArecaptureandreuse,hasandwill continue
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to resultin significantreductionsin PFOAemissionsattheGendorfGermanyfluoropolymer
productionsite.

In a January10, 2005letter;DyneoninformedEPAofourplanto offer for commercialsaleonly
“reducedAPPOPIPEdispersions”bytheendofthesecondquarter2005 ThesereducedAPPO
dispersionsarenowbeingsold, andtheoriginaldispersionproductsareno longerofferedfor
sale,in theU.S..orotherregions.. IheAPFOcontentofthesedispersionswasreducedfrom an
averageof’about 1500ppm to 20ppm or less,orby about98 percent.. Dyneonexpectsto
achievethesame98 percentAPPOcontentreductionin therestofourcommercialaqueous
fluoropolymerdispersion-basedproductsby the endof2006,onaglobal basis

Dyneonwasableto achievethesereductionsin dispersionAPFOcontentbypioneering
technologyto remove,recoverandreuseAPPOfrom ourdispersionsaswell as from ourwaste
streams,asmentionedabove. In addition,Dyneonhasofferedto licenseto otherfluoropolymer
producersbothourtechnologyto reducetheAPFOcontentof fluoropolymerdispersionsandour
technologyto recoverandreuseAPFOflom wastestreams..In fact,wehavealreadylicensed
thesetechnologiesto someotherfluoropolymerproducers.

2. Goalof Eliminationby 20t5

3M andDyneonalreadyhavemadesubstantialprogresstowardseliminatingglobal facility
emissionsofPPOAthroughtheproductionphaseoutandthecapturefor recyclemeasures
describedabove.. In addition,both3M andDyneonhaveongoingefforts to monitor,reportand
assessPFOAfacility emissions.Weplanto continuetheseefforts to provideusefUlinformation
in gaugingprogresstowardsthe2015 facility emissionseliminationgoal..

Dyneonalsois committedto workingtowardtheeliminationo PFOAfrom products.Welook
forwardto providingEPAwith further informationon ourresearchto thatendunder the
reportingaspectsofthe2010/15PPOAStewardshipProgram..

* * *

EPA’s January25, 2006letteralso includedanenclosurewhichdescribedtheconsiderable
challengesin establishingscientificallycredibleandreproducible-analyticalstandardsand
methodsfor measuringchemicalsin theStewardshipProgramandrequestedcompaniesto work
with EPA,otherProgramparticipantsandothersin meetingthesechallenges..As youknow,3M
hasbeenaleaderin theadvancementof analyticalmethodsdevelopmentandrefinementfor
measurementoffluoroehemicalsin theenvironment.Our workhasbeensharedwith EPA andis
in thepublishedscientificliterature. InMarchof2003,3M submittedaLetterof Intentto EPA
thatoutlinedanumberofvoluntaryconiunitments,includingourcommitmentto workwith other
membersof industryto conductadditionalvalidationofthePFOAserumanalyticalmethodand
samplingprotocol,to continueto publishow analyticalmethodsin peerreviewed,jomnals,and
to continueto qualify independentlaboratoriesto performthesemethods.We view ensuring
accurateandreproducibleresultsin chemicalanalysisasessentialto thesuccessof the
StewardshipProgramandwill continueoureffortsin this area.



Honorable Stephen L Johnson
Page 3

EPA’s letteralsonotestheneedfor continuedresearch“to betterunderstandthesources,
pathwaysof exposureandpotentialrisksofthesechemicals.”Out ongoingcommitmentsin this
areaarereflectedin theLetterof Jntent,in our site-relatedenvironmentalassessmentprogramat
ourDecatur,Alabamafacilityandin ourongoinghumanhealthandenvironmentalresearch
programs.In addition,3M’s decadeslong researchin anumberof theseareasis well
documented..Numerousstudiesarein thepublishedscientificliteratureandhavebeenprovided
to EPA..

Finally, wenotethatthe“precursorchemicalsthatcanbreakdownto PFOA,andtherelated
higherhomologuechemicals”which arewithin theStewardshipProgram’sframeworkarenot
manufacturedby 3M or Dyneon..

* * *

This letteraffirms thecommitmentof 3M andDyneonto participatein the2010/15PFOA
StewardshipProgram. 3M andDyneonwould like to meetwith EPAin thenearfUture regarding
thedetailsofourparticipation,andIwill contactyour staff to arrangeameeting.. Inthe
meantime,pleasedonothesitateto contactmewith anyquestions..

Verytruly yours,

-

MichaelA. ntoro
Director
Environmental,Health,Safetyand
RegulatoryAffairs
3MEnterpriseServices
Building 236 lB 10
St Paul, MN 55144
651 733-6374

cc: Charles..M.. Auer — US EPA




